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“Reviving the American Dream” will be Representative
Keith Fitzgerald's topic at our September Iluncheon
meeting.

Fitzgerald was first elected to represent State House
District 69 in 2006 and is currently running for re-election
in November. On his campaign website, he claims,
“Tallahassee wastes too much time focusing on divisive
partisan issues that have no real effect on the lives of
everyday Floridians like you and me. It's time to stop the
distractions and get to work on solving the real problems
that threaten our future.”

To that end, Rep. Fitzgerald has proven himself a leader
in Tallahassee. He has fought for issues such as
affordable housing, election reform, smart growth and
environmental conservation. He serves on the Economic
Expansion and Infrastructure Council and the
Environmental Protection Committee. Having quickly
gained a reputation as an articulate voice of reason,
Fitzgerald is now the Democratic Ranking Member on the
Ethics and Elections Committee. He was also appointed
Deputy Policy Chair for the House Democratic Caucus,
giving him a central role in shaping the Caucus’s policy
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Keith Fitzgerald, District 69 Representative to theFlorida House

agenda. The Florida Chamber of Commerce, the Service
Employees International Union, and Firefighters and
Paramedics for Public Safety are among the many diverse
organizations endorsing his reelection.

A lifelong public servant and educator, Fitzgerald holds a
Ph.D. from Indiana University and has taught Political
Science at New College of Florida since 1994. He has
served on the Advisory Council of Faculty Senates, the
Board of Trustees of New College and the Sarasota City
Charter Review Board. He is also author of Face of the
Nation: Immigration, the State, and the National Identity.

Keith Fitzgerald and his wife of 18 years, Angela Baker,
have 8 year old twins, Conor and Briget.

Please join us in welcoming and supporting
Representative Keith Fitzgerald on Sat., Sept. 13" at the
Laurel Oak Country Club.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Laurel Oak Country Club
Drinks will be available for sale at a bar near the luncheon
meeting room.

| NSIDE

Which Florida county changed its
name from Mosquito County and
became one of Florida's tourist
meccas? Orange County, home of
Disney World and other Orlando-area
attractions.

What motto appeared on Florida’s
first state flag? Leave Us Alone.

These were among the fun facts of
Florida government that Barbara
Ford-Coates shared with an audience
of over one hundred at the Club’s
August luncheon.

Ford-Coates, who is running for re-
election after 24 years of successful

service as Sarasota County Tax
Collector, just received the National
Association of County Collectors,
Treasurers and Finance Officers’ top
honor—OQutstanding County

Treasurer Award—after bipartisan
recommendations from finance
professionals at all levels of

government, including Florida CFO
Alex Sink and Sarasota County Clerk
of the Courts and Comptroller Karen
Rushing. Ford-Coates’s overview of
the Tax Collector’s job made it clear
why she received this award which
looks for leadership, high caliber
professional operation, and
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meets on the Monday evening after each luncheonimgee
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What do we include in the newsletter?

Democrats have a lot to sayand the Board encourages club members
say it with articles or letters to the editor farmewsletter!
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing vilis dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies ane@edures:

Articles and letters to the editor from club mensbeill be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priositie

1. Local information of immediate importance to claembers

2. Articles or letters from members who have notten recently

3. Articles or letters relating to state issues.

4. Articles or letters relating to national issues.

Due to limited space, articles and letters shoelaviitten as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once sigioinmnay be
edited. Letters to the editor should contain ster@sof proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissions to Feedback@ SarasotaDems.com

Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush
Opinion Phone No.
Email: president@whitehouse.gov

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Vern Buchanan (contested)
United States Representative

1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard

202-456-1111
202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
FAX: 202-228-2183
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL: 941-951-6643
http://buchanan.house.gov/contact
DC FAX: 202-226-0828

800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day

(800) 648-3516 or

(800) 839-5276 or

(877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Charlie Crist
Office of the Governor

The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

Senate District 21

Mike Bennett, State Senator
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90
Bradenton, FL 34210

House District 55

Darryl Ervin Rouson., State Rep.
210 House Office Building

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

House District 69

Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

House District 70

Doug Holder, State Rep.
8486 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953

House District 71

Michael Grant, State Rep.
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

850-488-7146
FAX 850-487-0801
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352
bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

850-488-0925
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-727-6447
850-488-6341
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-955-8077
850-488-7754
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-918-4028
850-488-1171
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-613-0914
850-488-0060
www.myfloridahouse.gov

Democratic Party of Sarasota County

HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-9400
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Greetings Sarasota Demaocrats!

It's great to be back home! | had a wonderful time in Maine
this summer, but there really is no place like Sarasota —
any time of year.

While | stayed “in the loop” concerning local campaigns and
other Democratic activities, | must admit | wasn’t prepared
for the high energy level | instantly detected among the
clubs, campaigns and Party on my return. | can just feel the
enthusiasm! Clearly, Democrats realize what a momentous
election cycle this is and want to be involved.

Thank you for voting on or before August 26". Many of us
were caught unaware of the two charter amendments on
that ballot. I'm grateful to Charter Review Board Member
Debbie Trice for her concise explanation and opinion at our
August luncheon. As former Sarasota Herald-Tribune Editor
Waldo Proffitt wrote, “I will tell you that the cost of the two
[amendments] on the Aug. 26 ballot would be very high —
not in dollars, but in damage to the ability of citizens to
exercise their right of self-government to the fullest.” These
and other opinions quickly convinced me to vote “no” on
both.

Re: Crist’s Flip-Flop Fiasco

Our Governor has switched his position to allow
additional offshore drilling. He has mistakenly reached
the conclusion that additional drilling in the Gulf of
Mexico will lower the price of gas at the pump. He is
wrong.

Offshore drilling will not bring short-term relief from $4-
a-gallon gasoline. The oil companies already have
leases to substantial (31 million acres) resources in the
Gulf which have not yet been drilled. Why?

Is an oil spill worth the risk? Remember the Exxon
Valdez disaster and the recent Mississippi River fuel
spill.

The Governor and Congress shouldn’t acquiesce to the
pressures of a panicked public by sacrificing long-term
environmental protections for political gain.

Join our cause as featured in the Herald-Tribune and on
SNNG6. Send a flip-flop to the Governor with an SOS —
Save Our Sand. Become a “Sand Bag” and protect our
shores.

Contact David Mitchell at 346-5112 for

information.

more

Club Board Member Jean Russell, who arranges rides to
our luncheons for those who need them, has suggested a
green and economical way for us all to attend: ride-share! If
you would like to know other club members in your
neighborhood who might want to carpool, Jean has offered
to coordinate it for you. She can be reached at 924-0051.

It's hard to believe there are only about two months left until
the general election. That means you have only two more
opportunities to sign up for our “Take a Candidate to Lunch”
program. For $20, you can treat a candidate to a
Democratic Club luncheon, saving him or her hard-earned
campaign dollars for other expenses. Let me or Elaine
Foster know if you are interested.

On Sept. 4-7, the 52" Annual Convention of the
Democratic Women'’s Club of Florida, Inc. will be held at the
Lido Beach Resort. For a schedule of events, please
contact Pat Benson at 758-4610. If you are interested in
joining a Democratic Club of Sarasota table at the Saturday
night dinner ($65), please contact me at 244-2266 or
nefeehan@comcast.net.

As always, thanks for all you do as Democrats.

Every month, the Democratic Club of Sarasota sends out
luncheon reminders via e-mail. Many members also receive
reminder telephone calls.

Starting in August, the Club discontinued reminder
telephone calls to members with e-mail. This was done to
enable the Club’s volunteers to spend more of their time
helping Democrats get elected.

If you received no reminder and would like to, please
contact Mary or Gerry Preston, our Membership Co-Chairs,
at gpreston24@comcast.net or call 341-9713.

Page .
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So You Don’t Have to Remember Every Year

The last few months, many people have attended luncheons
only to learn that they have to pay the non-member price of
$25. “But | am a member,” they protest. The fact is people
forget to renew their membership in a timely manner even
though they have been sent a reminder card and a final
warning letter. We are all human and humans do forget. The
result is that after a certain period of time, the forgetful ones
are dropped from the membership roster.

There is at least a partial solution for this. Do you remember
that we have multiple year memberships? We started this
program a couple of years ago and it has been very
popular. There are so many advantages for the club. It
saves on paperwork, the cost of stamps and lots of time for
those people who volunteer so much time keeping
membership records up to date.

Signing up for multiple years saves you time, effort and
money as well. And most important, if you sign up for 3, 5,
or 10 years, you will not have to remember to renew each
year. The multiple year rates are as follows:

Three (3) year membership—$52
Five (5) year membership—$80
Ten (10) year membership—$150

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.
| am a Democrat but am registered in a state

Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $

for a term of
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $1501

For those members who sign up for 5 or 10 years, a free
luncheon is thrown in with the package. So take advantage
of the savings of time and money and give your memory a
break. You can renew at any time. We will extend your
membership accordingly.

For information about multiple year membership or general
membership information, contact Gerry or Mary Preston at
gpreston24@comcast.net or call 341-9713.

New Club Members and Friends in July

Brady Byrd, Kara Byrd, Garnett Campbell,
Raymond Falk, Carla Gaskill, Virginia Hoffman,
Marilyn Magnes, Madeline McKeon,

Joann Redding, Irwin Stopa

other than Florida, and | would like to become:a

Date Signed

Name

Address

City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee

PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Send to:
1

1

1

1

1

(Continued from page 1)

improvements in cash

management.

In Florida, the county Tax

Collector’'s  Office is
primarily a customer
service organization.

County government and
state government levy
various taxes and fees.
The Tax Collector receives

the payments and
forwards them to the
appropriate taxing
authority, charging the

taxing authority a service

fee to cover the office’s

operating costs.

Collections for the state
account for about half the Sarasota Tax Collector's
business. These include some half million license plates a
year, hunting and fishing licenses, driver’s license renewals
and sales taxes. Consequently, the office’s budget approval
is by the State, rather than the County.

Ford-Coates indicated that, with 88 employees, her office’s
expenses were just $6 million last year on revenues of $20
million—making her operation a profit center for the county.
The office regularly meets its objectives to deliver
outstanding customer service at the lowest cost per
taxpayer in Southwest Florida.

Ford-Coates says she wants everyone who contacts her
office to come away smiling—even after paying taxes. They
usually do.
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Nine amendments are slated to be voted on in November. The media reports on these amendments have generally referred
to them by number, rather than name which, as Amendments 2 and 7 show, can be misleading. Amendment 1 was placed
on the ballot by the Florida Legislature. (Rep. Fitzgerald voted with the majority.) Amendment 2 was placed on the ballot by
a ballot initiative. The Florida Taxation and Budget Reform Commission placed amendments 3 through 9 on the ballot. (See

the June FOCUS for additional information about these.)

The official title and ballot language of each of the nine proposed amendments follows. Access full text of the amendments
through www.VoteSmartFlorida.org. Amendments 2, 5, 7 and 9 appear to be the most problematical. See page 6 for
additional information about Amendments 2 and 5. Amendments 7 and 9 will be discussed next month.

ONE. Relating to Property Rights/Ineligible Aliens

Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to delete
provisions authorizing the Legislature to regulate or prohibit
the ownership, inheritance, disposition, and possession of
real property by aliens ineligible for citizenship.

TWO. Florida Marriage Protection Amendment

This amendment protects marriage as the legal union of
only one man and one woman as husband and wife and
provides that no other legal union that is treated as marriage
or the substantial equivalent thereof shall be valid or
recognized.

THREE. Changes and Improvements Not Affecting the
Assessed Value of Residential Real Property

Authorizes the Legislature, by general law, to prohibit
consideration of changes or improvements to residential
real property which increase resistance to wind damage and
installation of renewable energy source devices as factors in
assessing the property's value for ad valorem taxation
purposes. Effective upon adoption, repeals the existing
renewable energy source device exemption no longer in
effect.

FOUR. Property Tax Exemption of Perpetually
Conserved Land; Classification and Assessment of
Land Used for Conservation

Requires Legislature to provide a property tax exemption for
real property encumbered by perpetual conservation
easements or other perpetual conservation protections,
defined by general law. Requires Legislature to provide for
classification and assessment of land used for conservation
purposes, and not perpetually encumbered, solely on the
basis of character or use. Subjects assessment benefit to
conditions, limitations, and reasonable definitions
established by general law. Applies to property taxes
beginning in 2010.

FIVE. Eliminating State Required School Property Ta  x
and Replacing with Equivalent State Revenues to Fun  d
Education

Replacing state required school property taxes with state
revenues generating an equivalent hold harmless amount
for schools through one or more of the following options:
repealing sales tax exemptions not specifically excluded;
increasing sales tax rate up to one percentage point;

spending reductions; other revenue options created by the
legislature. Limiting subject matter of laws granting future
exemptions. Limiting annual increases in assessment of
non-homestead real property. Lowering property tax millage
rate for schools.

SIX. Assessment of Working Waterfront Property Base  d
Upon Current Use

Provides for assessment based upon use of land used
predominantly for commercial fishing purposes; land used
for vessel launches into waters that are navigable and
accessible to the public; marinas and drystacks that are
open to the public; and water-dependent marine
manufacturing facilities, commercial fishing facilities, and
marine vessel construction and repair facilities and their
support activities, subject to conditions, limitations, and
reasonable definitions specified by general law.

SEVEN. Religious Freedom

Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to
provide that an individual or entity may not be barred from
participating in any public program because of religion and
to delete the prohibition against using revenues from the
public treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any church,
sect, or religious denomination or in aid of any sectarian
institution.

EIGHT. Local Option Community College Funding

Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to
require that the Legislature authorize counties to levy a local
option sales tax to supplement community college funding;
requiring voter approval to levy the tax; providing that
approved taxes will sunset after 5 years and may be
reauthorized by the voters.

NINE. Requiring 65 percent of School Funding for
Classroom Instruction; State’s Duty for Children’s
Education

Requires at least 65 percent of school funding received by
school districts be spent on classroom instruction, rather
than administration; allows for differences in administrative
expenditures by district. Provides the constitutional
requirement for the state to provide a “uniform, efficient,
safe, secure, and high quality system of free public schools”
is a minimum, nonexclusive duty. Reverses legal precedent
prohibiting public funding of private school alternatives to
public school programs without creating an entitlement.
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Backed by $300,000 from the Florida Republican Party,
$60,000 from the Florida Baptist Convention and Florida
Catholic Conference and massive in-kind contributions from
conservative “family-focused” groups, Florida4Marriage.org
gathered enough signatures to put this measure on the
ballot. For information supporting this measure, visit their
website, now named Yes2Marriage.org.

Amendment 2 is opposed by Fairness for All Families, a
coalition which includes the ACLU, NAACP, unions,
progressive churches and GLBT groups. Their website is at
VoteNoOn2.com.

According to VoteNoOn2, “if passed, the amendment will
ban all recognition and benefits for unmarried couples,
straight and gay. It will block civil unions, domestic
partnership and repeal existing protections and family
benefits relied upon by millions of Floridians.”

“The amendment would have an especially harsh impact on
Florida's large senior population, many of whom form
domestic partnerships rather than remarry after they are
widowed in order not to risk losing essential benefits. Same-
sex couples, who are already denied the right to marry by
law, would now be denied the right to any kind of
meaningful legal protection. The vague language in the
amendment, ‘the substantial equivalent thereof’, will plunge
Florida into lawsuits, much as has happened in other states.
In every instance around the country, those behind these
amendments immediately seek to have it interpreted in the
most restrictive way possible for all unmarried people.”

Note that Florida law already prohibits marriages between
persons of the same sex and defines “marriage” as the legal
union between one man and one woman. State GOP Chair
Jim Greer bragged that the amendment “will help turnout.”

(Continued from page 7)

26 Sept (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
Monthly “Pizza and Politics” event, co-hosted with the
Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats, will start at
7:00 pm for pizza at Primo Ristorante, across from the
Sarasota/Bradenton Airport. Join the Sarasota for
Obama team and meet Democratic candidates and
fellow Democrats to discuss our issues. After dinner,
meet at Witness Cafe to continue the discussion of
politics and recruit new memberships from the GLBT
community! RSVP:
http://my.barackobama.com/page/event/detail/4gft
Info: http://www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org or
953-8484

27 Sept (Sat): Venice Democratic Club
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall,
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing,
meeting at 1:00 pm. No charge. Refreshments served.
Info: http://www.venicedemocrats.org or 492-5965

Charter Review Board candidates Bryan Worthington,
Virginia Hoffman-Meketon, Ryan Stanley and Ray Port

& — & $&!

Amendment Five might not be on the November ballot. As
this issue of FOCUS was being assembled, a Circuit Court
judge ruled that the ballot language was misleading and did
not fully explain the impact of the “tax swap.” The ruling has
been appealed to the Florida Supreme Court.

The primary action of this amendment is to eliminate the
requirement that school districts fund a portion of the
education budget through property taxes (cutting about 25%
from your bill.) The amendment would require the legislature
to make up the difference (only during the 2010-2011
school year) by one or more of the following: eliminating
selected sales tax exemptions, raising the sales tax rate no
more than 1%, reducing spending elsewhere in the state
budget, or creating new sources of revenue.

The conservative government watchdog Florida TaxWatch
estimates that increasing the sales tax 1% will generate $4
billion in annual revenue. But the property tax cuts will
remove $9-11 billion from the school budget. How likely is it

that a Florida Legislature that hates taxes will find a way to
raise the $5-7 billion shortfall? Opponents suggest the
Legislature will instead cut essential services such as child
welfare, elder care, the courts and higher education.

The amendment also provides for a 5% cap on increases in
taxable value for non-homesteaded property. This has
nothing to do with school funding. It was added to gain
enough votes on the Florida Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission to place the amendment on the ballot. Specific
categories of sales tax exemptions were protected from
elimination for the same reason.

Powerful forces are lined up on both sides of the issue.
Realtors think the property tax cuts will increase home
sales. Charlie Crist likes being on the side of a significant
tax cut. Professionals are afraid they'll have to charge sales
tax on their services. Florida TaxWatch strongly opposes
Amendment 5, saying it “would be detrimental to Florida's
economy, future and people.”



FOCUS

Democratic Club of Sarasota

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

13 Sept (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Our speaker will be Representative Keith Fitzgerald,
who is currently running for re-election to the Florida
House of Representatives for District 69. The luncheon
is at the Laurel Oak Country Club. Social hour at 11:30
am with lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for members; $25 for
non-members. Reservations due by Wed., Sept. 10 by
email to reserve@sarasotadems.com or voice mail to
379-9233

OTHER EVENTS

Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup
Info: visit http://democrat.meetup.com or call Henry
Raines at 792-2073 or 408-9323

01 Sept (Mon): Democratic Club of Englewood
See their float in the Englewood Pioneer Days Parade
on Labor Day at 9:00 am in downtown Englewood.
Many Democratic candidates from both Sarasota and
Charlotte County will walk behind the float.

04 Sept (Thur): Sarasota Democrats at McCurdy’s
Comedy Club
Tom Rhodes, International Comedic Star, will provide
an evening of fun at this fundraiser for the Sarasota
Democratic Party. Proceeds will go toward getting out
the Democratic Vote. Time: 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m
Place: McCurdy's Comedy Theatre, 3333 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota. Cost: $10 admission plus a
two item (e.g., drink, munchies) minimum purchase.
Ticket Info: www.sarasotadems.org/comedy.html,
320-8825, or jdv1257@aol.com

04-07 Sept (Thur—Sun): Democratic Women's Club of
Florida
52nd Annual Convention will held at the Lido Beach
Resort. Info: Pat Benson at 758-4610

10 Sept (Wed): Sarasota County Democratic Party
(DECSC)
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30-9:00 pm at
Waldemere Fire Station, 2nd Floor Conference Room,
2070 Waldemere St. between East Ave. and US 41.
Social Hour at 7:00 pm. You do not need to be a
member of the D.E.C. to attend. Info: 330-9400 or
info@sarasotadems.org

13 Sept (Sat): Village Walk Democratic Association
Voters in Precincts 78, 126, 128, and 131 are invited to
attend an “All Out Breakfast” to meet-and-greet six
Democratic candidates for national, state, and local
offices: Christine Jennings, Morgan Bentley, Sam
Rosenfeld, Adam Tebrugge, Jono Miller and Barry
Sullivan. The breakfast will be held at the Town Center
of Village Walk, 8109 Honore. Space is limited.
Reservations required: Gene Penner, 925-8928,
lokipenner@comcast.net

15 Sept (Mon): North Port Democratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at the
George Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd
(off Sumter Blvd, Exit 182) at 7:00-8:45 pm.
Info: 941-587-6244, northportdems@aol.com or
www.nhorthportdemocrats.org

18 Sept (Thur): Southeast Manatee County Democratic
Club
Welcomes all to a dinner/meeting at 6:00 pm at Peridia
Golf and Country Club, 4950 Peridia Blvd. E, off SR70
in Bradenton to hear a representative of the Obama
Campaign Staff. Info (incl. cost and menu): Elsa Lentz
at 351-6222 or Lenlen01@comcast.net

20 Sept (Sat): Democratic Club of Englewood
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the Elsie
Quirk Library, 100 W Dearborn, Englewood, (Upstairs
Auditorium) from 10:30 am to 12:00 noon.
Info: Stephanie Harrison at choctaw1962@aol.com
or 474-1551

22 Sept (Mon): Manatee/Sarasota Democratic Black
Caucus
Meets on the 4th Monday of every month at the North
Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd (corner of MLK)
at 6 pm. Info: 755-5167 or lharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com

23 Sept (Tue): Manatee Democratic Executive
Committee (DEC)
Meets on the 4th Tuesday at Manatee Central Library,
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm.
Info: 761-8385, http://www.manateedemocrats.com/
or chair@manateedemocrats.com

(Continued on page 6)



PO BOX 51076
SARASOTA, FL 34232-0329

(941) 379-9233

NEW
Luncheon Venue

Laurel Oak
Country Club

Presort Standar
US Postage
PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions

- Salmon Piccata, Rosemary Roasted Potatoes &
Vegetable

- Grilled Seasonal Veggie Wrap
Dessert: Fresh Strawberry Cheesecake

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, September 10

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

This Month’s Luncheon Meeting
featuring

State Rep. Keith Fitzgerald

“Reviving the American Dream”

Saturday, September 13, 2008

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Laurel Oak Country Club
2700 Gary Player Blvd., Sarasota
Phone: 378-3608

Travel Directions:

The entrance to Laurel Oaks is on Bee Ridge Road about 2
miles east of I-75 (across from Bent Tree). At the traffic light,
turn left onto Gary Player Blvd. and stop at the guard gate.
Then continue on Gary Player to the Country Club.

FOC



