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MAY LUNCHEON PROGRAM

On Sat., May 10, the Democratic Club of Sarasota
welcomes 13" Congressional District candidate, Christine
Jennings, as our main speaker. Jennings is gearing up for
a rematch with Rep. Vern Buchanan who narrowly won
the seat in 2006. She will speak to us about her 2008
campaign and the most pressing issues facing our district
and nation today.

A retired banker and active community leader, Jennings
has received numerous endorsements for this third bid for
Congress including the AFL-CIO, Planned Parenthood
Action Fund, American Federation of Teachers and
Emily’s List. She was recently selected for the DCCC's
Competitive Red-to-Blue Program which is designed to
provide financial and structural aid to the strongest

VAN

Christine Jennings, Candidate for U.S. House of Repsentatives — District 13

Democratic candidates.

Recognizing the need for a strong Democratic majority in
the House of Representatives, Jennings says “...l proudly
offer a change for the better, a return to responsibility, and
a promise that | can be counted on to do what'’s right for
Floridians.”

Please join us on May 10 at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Beverage tickets will be on sale at a table near the
luncheon check-in table.
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In 1961, a man named Clarence
Gideon was arrested in Panama
City, FL for a minor crime. He could
not afford an attorney, but no
attorney was appointed to defend
him. That was not the practice in
Florida in 1961.

Our April speaker, Adam Tebrugge,
candidate for the office of Public
Defender, told a rapt audience of 90
that, while in prison after his
conviction, Gideon pursued his “right
to counsel” all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which unanimously
ruled in his favor in 1963 (Gideon v.
Wainwright). As a consequence, the
State of Florida established in its
1968 Constitution the elected office
of Public Defender.

Tebrugge is running for that office in
the 12th Judicial Circuit, which
includes Sarasota, Manatee and
DeSoto counties. As the defense
attorney in most of the local death
penalty cases, many people see

Tebrugge as the face of the Public
Defender’s office.

When asked how his role would
change if he is elected Public
Defender, Tebrugge explained the
leadership role the Public Defender
should play in the criminal justice
system. With a significant number of
people in the local jail for petty
offenses (like driving without a
license), Tebrugge would ask tough
guestions of the County Commission
before they commit funds to build
more jails and he would suggest less
costly alternatives. He would also
stand up against continued efforts by
the Florida Legislature to replace
judicial discretion with mandatory
sentences.

Barry Sullivan, candidate for Sarasota

County Supervisor of Elections, and our
April speaker, Adam Tebrugge, candidat
for Public Defender, 12th Judicial Circuit
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The Club has a wonderful program to encourage our
members to recruit new members. It involves giving a free
lunch to a current member who is responsible for getting
someone to join.

Lately several people have approached us with questions
similar to “My friend joined last December, can | get a free
lunch?” Well, this is not exactly how it works. So, just to be
clear, here are the rules again.

When you, the member, attend a luncheon and you
bring a potential new member to the luncheon, if that
person joins the club that day, you get a free lunch that
day. If you bring more than one person and they all join
that day, you will receive a free lunch that day and
credit for future luncheons depending upon the number
of people who joined.

Also, if someone joins by mail and lists you as the
person who referred them to the club, you will receive a
free lunch, provided you both attend the next luncheon.

For additional information regarding this program or
membership issues in general, contact Mary or Gerry
Preston at 341-9713 or gpreston24@comcast.net.
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3rd Saturday of the moht

New Club Members and Friends in March

Douglas Alston, Janet Duke, Josephine Fontana,
. John J. Kent, Jr., Thomas Lennox, Joseph Melancon, -
: Jono Miller, Jon Newsome, Susan Newsome, :
. Louis Pintchuck, Barbara Ralph, Harold Ralph, .
: David F. Shirley, Thomas Webber :
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MONTHLY CALENDAR

(Continued from page 3)

17 May (Sat): Democratic Club of Englewood
3rd Sat. of the month at the Elsie Quirk Library, 100 W
Dearborn in Englewood (Upstairs Auditorium) from 10:30 am
to noon. Info: Stephanie Harrison at choctaw1962@aol.com

19 May (Mon): North Port Democratic Club
3rd Mon. of the month at the George Mullen Activity Center,
4956 City Center Blvd., North Port at 7—8:45 pm.
Info: 423-3693 or northportdems@aol.com or
www.northportdemocrats.org

20 May (Tue): NOW Sarasota-Manatee Chapter
3rd Tues. of the month at 6:30-8:00 pm at Selby Library
(upstairs room), to discuss political and social issues of
interest to feminists. All are welcome. Info: 726-6623

24 May (Sat): Venice Demaocratic Club
4th Sat. of the month at Naar Hall, 620 Shamrock Blvd.,
Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing; meeting at 1:00 pm. No
charge. Refreshments served. Info: www.venicedemocrats.org
or 408-9323

26 May (Mon): Manatee/Sarasota Democratic Black Cau cus
4th Mon. of the month at the North Sarasota Library, 2801
Newtown Blvd. (corner of MLK) at 6 pm. Info: 755-5167 or
Iharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com

27 May (Tue): Manatee Democratic Executive Committe e
(DEC)

4th Tues. at Manatee Central Library, 1301 Barcarrota Blvd.
W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm. Info: 761-8385 or www.

manateedemocrats.com or chair@manateedemocrats.com

30 May (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats-Pizzaan d

Politics

Monthly “Pizza and Politics” event will be held at Primo
Ristorante, across from the Sarasota/Bradenton Airport for
pizza at 7:30. Meet Democratic candidates and fellow
Democrats to discuss our issues. After dinner, meet at
Witness Cafe to continue discussion of politics and recruit new
members from the GLBT community! Info: 953-8484 or
www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org

jkcallahan@msn.com 13 Jun (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
colemana2000@yverizon.ngt

“The Rocky Horror Show” — Back by Popular Demand, a
Private Stage Performance (not the movie) of Venice Little
Theatre’s Smash Hit. Don't be left out in the rain! Tickets: $35
($30 for members) To Order: 320-8643 or
www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org/RockyHorror_2008.htm

18-20 Jul (Fri-Sun): Florida GLBT Democratic Caucus  Summer
Conference
Join us in Gainesville. Info: 953-8484 or

www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org
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Democratic Club of Sarasota

Greetings!

As you may have heard, the Democratic Party of Sarasota
County is about to take their meetings “on the road.” They
will meet May 14 in North Port, June 11 in Newtown and
July 10 in Venice. More information is available on their
website at www.sarasotadems.org. If you are not a member
of the Democratic Executive Committee, please consider
attending one of these meetings to see what our local party
leaders are up to and how you can become involved.

Regretfully, our Club will be taking its own road trip —
though not by choice! The Sarasota Yacht Club will be
undergoing extensive renovations starting this summer. The
project is anticipated to take 18 months. I'll miss the
beautiful location and delicious food, but I'm sure we will
find a suitable replacement.

Our last luncheon at Sarasota Yacht Club will be June 14.
We need a new venue before July. Board members are
busily seeking out locations. Convenience and reasonable
cost are priorities. Some of you may know of possibilities we
haven’t considered, so please send me your suggestions.

| look forward to seeing you at our May luncheon and at the
Democratic Black Caucus of Florida’s Annual Convention.

As always, thanks for all you do as Democrats.

nefeehan@comcast.net or 244-2266

MAY 6 SARASOTA COUNTY BALLOT
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The first item on Sarasota County’s May 6 ballot asks voters
whether they want to protect rural areas of the county from
sprawl and overdevelopment by setting higher standards for
new development in such areas. A “yes” vote on the new
law is supported by a broad group of civic, neighborhood,
environmental, and responsible business groups.

If approved by voters, the new law would amend the county
charter to:

Require an unprecedented unanimous vote by county
commissioners when a landowner asks to build
anything other than an approved village in rural areas of
the county;

Protect taxpayers by requiring that new development
outside the “urban service boundary” or USB be fiscally
neutral;

Closes a loophole by requiring a unanimous county
commission vote before developers can use so called
“overlay development districts” in rural areas; and

Institutionalizes the USB line, separating rural from
urban areas, by placing it in the county charter where
only voters can remove it after an election.

Go to www.sarasotacitizens.org on the web to learn more.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOTE: The information in this Calendar is presented as a guide only. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the
details surrounding the event. To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

10 May (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Featured speaker: Christine Jennings. Info: pages 1 & 4

20 May (Tues): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues M eeting
Issues Discussions at the Fruitville Library Meeting Room,
1:15 to 3:00 pm. Info: 379-9233

OTHER EVENTS

Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetups
Info: visit http://democrat.meetup.com or call Henry Raines at
792-2073 or call 408-9323

2 May (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats: Movie
Free screening of “In Sickness and In Health” in the lobby of
Sarasota City Center, 1819 Main St., Sarasota. The film
follows same-sex couples who sued New Jersey for equal
marriage rights. The lawsuit becomes especially urgent for
one couples when a partner is diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’'s
disease. Our gratitude to host Mark Tishman. Refreshments
and registration at 6:30. Info: www.
suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org or 953-8484

10 May (Sat): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats: PrideF est
Join us at this year’s PrideFest celebration at the Van Wezel

Performing Arts Hall for an all-day affair! Info: www.
suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org or 953-8484

14 May (Wed): Sarasota County Democratic Party (DEC SC)
2nd Wed. at 7:30-9.00 pm at The Mullen Center, 4956 City
Center Blvd., North Port. Come at 7 pm to socialize. You do
not need to be a member of the DEC to attend. Info: 330-9400
or info@sarasotadems.org.

15 May (Thur): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats
3rd Thurs of the month. Info: www.srgqyoungdems.com

15 May (Thur): SE Manatee County Democratic Club
The luncheon speaker is Vicki Waters, Executive Director of
Manatee County Democratic Executive Committee. Topic:
“What it Takes to Win in November—Getting Out the Vote”
Peridia Golf and Country Club, 4950 Peridia Blvd. E. (off SR
70) at 11:30 am. Cost: $15 for full lunch. Reservations: Elsa
Lentz at 351-6222

15-17 May (Thur-Sat): Democratic Black Caucus of FI  orida
Annual Convention

Sarasota Hyatt, 100 Blvd. of the Arts, Sarasota. Cost: Full
Convention including all meal events—$150; Friday Gala
Dinner w/ Alex Sink=$75; Saturday Lunch w/ Maxine Waters—

$50. Info: 351-3170 or cvlocklear@verizon.net
(Continued on page 2)
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PO BOX 51076

SARASOTA, FL 34232-0329

(941) 379-9233

Luncheon at
The Sarasota
Yacht Club

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions
- Chicken Dijon with rice pilaf and vegetable
- Vegetable Quiche with fresh fruit
Dessert: Apple Streudel

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, May 7

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.
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This Month’s Luncheon Meeting
featuring

Christine Jennings
Candidate for U.S. Congress, FL-13

Saturday, May 10, 2008

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

Travel Directions:

Take the Ringling Bridge from Downtown Sarasota. Stay in the left
lane. Drive over the bridge and past the traffic light for Bird Key. At
the next opening, turn left into the Sarasota Yacht Club parking lot.
(If you miss this turn, you can make a U-turn at the next break in the
median, which is for Plymouth Harbor.)
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