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JUNE LUNCHEON PROGRAM

Barbara A. Zdravecky, President and CEO of Planned
Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida (PPSWCEF),
will be our luncheon speaker on Saturday, June 14. She
will focus her remarks on recent battles in the State
Legislature, PPSWCF's exciting expansion plans, the
importance of electing a pro-choice President in
November — and how you can help!

Barbara has been leading PPSWCF for 15 years. In 2006
she was honored with Planned Parenthood Federation of
America's “Ruth Green Award” as the best Planned
Parenthood CEO in the country. During Barbara’s tenure,
PPSWCF has seen phenomenal growth and expansion,
providing thousands of women, families and teens with
topnotch reproductive health care services and education.

A native of western Pennsylvania, Barbara attended
Catholic school for 12 years. She relocated to Manatee
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Planned Parenthood’s Barbara A. Zdravecky

County in 1975. She is a graduate of Indiana University of
Pennsylvania and received her nursing degree from
Manatee Community College. She has worked in the not-
for-profit sector all her working life — as a social worker,
counselor and registered nurse in the fields of community
mental health and women’s and children’s health care.

Barbara lives on Anna Maria Island with her 15-year-old
daughter, Maggie.

Don't miss this return engagement by a dynamic speaker
on June 14 at the Sarasota Yacht Club.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Beverage tickets will be on sale at a table near the
luncheon check-in table.

June, 2008

The political pundits would suggest
that beating Vern Buchanan will be
more difficult this time because he is
the incumbent, but Christine Jennings
is turning Buchanan'’s voting record to
her advantage.

Speaking to an audience of about 100
at the Club’s May luncheon meeting,
Jennings pointed out that, although
Buchanan is trying to make voters
believe he is a moderate, 92% of the
time his vote supported the Bush
Administration. These votes included:

Voting against housing
assistance for low income
Americans,

Voting against funding for stem
cell research,

Voting against outlawing job
discrimination based on sexual
orientation,

Voting against eliminating AMT
tax breaks for wealthy hedge fund
managers that their secretaries
don't get.

Despite referring to the War in Iraq as
“Mission Impossible,” Buchanan
voted against a measure to require
that our troops be given breaks at
home at least as long as their time in
the war zone. Jennings suggested
that Buchanan might not appreciate
the severity of a situation that he
likened to “a business deal gone
bad.”

Jennings has accumulated many
endorsements from a variety of
significant groups across the
Democratic political spectrum,
including Blue Dog (fiscal
conservative) Democrats, New

(Continued on page 4)
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What do we include in the newsletter?

Democrats have a lot to sayand the Board encourages club members
say it with articles or letters to the editor farmewsletter!
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing vilis dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies ane@edures:

Articles and letters to the editor from club mensbeill be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priositie

1. Local information of immediate importance to claembers

2. Articles or letters from members who have notten recently

3. Articles or letters relating to state issues.

4. Articles or letters relating to national issues.

Due to limited space, articles and letters shoelaviitten as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once sigioinmnay be
edited. Letters to the editor should contain ster@sof proposed action
by the membership.
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Democratic Club of Sarasota

Greetings!

New Luncheon Venue in July

| am pleased to announce that beginning July 12", our Club
luncheons will be held at Laurel Oak Country Club.

It is a beautiful setting, a convenient location and we will be
able to keep the cost at $20 per member. Their staff seems
very accommodating and | look forward to working with
them. Detailed directions will be in next month’s FOCUS
and in the email reminder.

“Take A Candidate To Lunch”

Speaking of our luncheons, our Democratic Candidates
enjoy coming to give us updates on their campaigns and
enlist individual support. And | always enjoy seeing them
and offering some encouraging words of support.

However, continually forking over $20 seems an
unnecessary way for candidates to spend their hard-earned
campaign dollars — especially since they are running on
our behalf! I am often asked, “Why can't the Club just pay
for their lunches?” | wish we could. Doing so would be
considered an “in kind” contribution and we are, by statute,
under very strict contribution restrictions. But that doesn’t
mean that YOU, as individuals, can’t help.

This month we are beginning our “Take A Candidate To
Lunch” program. We will maintain a list of all members
willing to take a turn paying for a candidate’s luncheon
ticket. When it's your turn, we will let you know which
candidate you treated and remove you from the list. The
candidate can then record this as a campaign contribution

% ( ) oo
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from you. I'm putting my name on the list and hope you will
consider joining me.

Kudos

Congratulations to all those who worked so hard to make
the 26™ Annual Democratic Black Caucus of Florida
Convention such a success. It was lively, entertaining and
informative. | hope you are able to bask in your success
with a few days of R & R and some of those cute little
umbrella drinks. You deserve it!

Also, a huge congratulations goes out to Kindra Muntz,
President of Sarasota Alliance for Fair Elections (SAFE).
On May 17", she received the 2008 Nelson Poynter Civil
Liberties Award, the highest award presented by the ACLU
Foundation of Florida. Thank you Kindra for your past and
continued efforts on behalf of all Florida voters.

| look forward to seeing you at our June luncheon, out
supporting our candidates and at other events in our
community promoting a strong Democratic presence.

As always, thanks for all you do as Democrats.

"H $!1%& "l
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Even though our membership has reached record numbers,
we still need more members to assist in carrying out the
mission of the club. We also need to retain our current
members to do the same.

As a reminder, the club’s mission is:

Growing and strengthening the Democratic Party in
Sarasota,

Providing a forum for Democrats to meet and share
ideas and concerns,

Promoting Democratic positions on issues,

Electing Democrats!

With this mission in mind, remember to renew your
membership. To remain informed and involved, renew in a
timely manner. Check the date on the FOCUS mailing label.
If the date is July 1, 2008 or earlier, it is time to renew.

The dues are still $20 and can be paid by mail or at the
monthly luncheon. You can also take advantage of our
multiple year membership program and save a little money.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.

Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $

for a term of
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $1501

Date Signed

Name

Address

City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee

PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Send to:
1

1

1

1

1

Please inform us of any change in your address, phone
number or e-mail address.

If you know of any Democrats who may be interested in
joining the club, please give us their names and we will
provide them with information about the Club and its
activities. Better yet, bring that person to a luncheon. If they
join, you get a free lunch.

We can't relax our efforts yet. There is still a long way to go
until the election of November 2008 and much work to be
done to ensure that Democrats get elected in all areas of
government.

If you have any question about membership, please contact
Mary or Gerry Preston at gpreston24@comcast.net or
341-9713.

New Club Members and Friends in April

Jeanne Armstrong, Maudella Bouler,

Audrey Burgart, Carmelita den Uijl, June Fiorelli,
Carol Hanson, William Levine, Jack Masterson,
Joy Sica Naylor, Genevieve Perkins,

Nancy P. Schwemm, Bledar Yzeiri

| am a Democrat but am registered in a state ! (continued from page 1)
. . 1
other than Florida, and | would like to become,a

Democrats (progressives) and
Emily’s List (pro-choice women).

Not only did she receive the
Democratic National Committee's
Red-to-Blue Program
endorsement (pinpointing
Congressional races which are
serious opportunities to replace
an incumbent Republican),
Jennings is one of a select group
of candidates who will receive
added support from the program.

Jennings reviewed the all-too-
familiar list of problems facing
Americans as a result of two terms with Bush in the White
House — soaring prices of food and fuel, but stagnant
wages; people losing their homes to foreclosure with more
than twice the national average in Sarasota; trillions of
dollars being spent on health care annually but none of it on
some 8 million children.

It's time for change.

FOC
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SPECIAL REPORT FROM THE DEMOCRATIC BLACK CAUCUS OF FLORIDA ANNUAL CONVENTION

! #

Leonard Joseph, Executive Director of the Florida
Democratic Party, spoke to the delegates at the Democratic
Black Caucus of Florida convention about the importance of
the redistricting that will take place across the nation after
the 2010 Census. He said that Democrats must start
strategizing now.

To put redistricting in perspective, Joseph presented a
national example of its potential impact. Over the past few
decades, the population of traditionally Democratic “rust
belt” states has been stagnant, while now-Republican “sun
belt” states are growing. After the 2010 Census, states like
Massachusetts will lose seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives and states like Georgia will gain seats. If
nothing else affected the outcome of the subsequent
election, Republicans would regain the House majority.

Florida is expected to gain 2 or 3 Congressional Districts.
Although our population growth is centered on the I-4
Corridor, South Florida is expected to gain one of those
seats because the redistricting process in Florida is
extremely political — not entirely partisan, but political.
Traditionally, each sitting member of the Legislature has
drawn proposed district boundaries to favor their continued
reelection, then negotiated the final boundaries to the
maximum benefit of all.

This is the process that a bipartisan Committee For Fair
Elections tried to end in 2006 by amending the Florida
Constitution. They recommended that an Independent
Commission be required to draw compact districts which
recognized communities of common interest.

Although the question of an Independent Commission is
unresolved, Leonard Joseph suggested that Democrats
should not ignore the pros and cons of that approach.
Eliminating “safe” seats for any party or officeholder works
to the advantage of the constituents whose votes must be
earned. But eliminating gerrymandering would probably
eliminate minority representation in Florida.

$%

The challenge to Democrats, says Joseph, is to come
together with a long-term strategy of how we want
redistricting to occur in Florida — and then make it happen.

Dr. Randall Morgan on “Major Health Issues Among
African Americans in the 21st Century”

Access to quality health care is as important as the
quality of one’s health insurance coverage. You can
have the best insurance in the country, but you're
out of luck if you have a heart attack in the desert.
On the other hand, even if you have no insurance,
you'll get some of the best care in the country if you
have your heart attack in front of Sarasota Memorial
Hospital.

As a “safety-net hospital,” SMH cares for all,
regardless of ability to pay. Safety-net hospitals
provide much of the health care received by African
Americans and people without insurance.
Unfortunately, safety-net hospitals throughout
America are closing because they don't have
enough funding to stay open.

An increasing percentage of America’s health care
dollars are spent treating chronic diseases. Think
about it — if you had cancer and are now a cancer
survivor, you will need cancer screenings and check-
ups for the rest of your life; if you are diabetic or
have high blood pressure, you will require treatment
for the rest of your life.

Congresswoman Kathy Castor

Progressive Demaocrats are committed to “real jobs
for real people.” Republicans try to increase job
opportunities by paying corporations to move in.
Progressive Democrats see investment in higher
education as more valuable for the long term.

Page !



Page 6

www.SarasotaDems.com

& "

In 1988, the voters of Florida amended the constitution to
establish a Taxation and Budget Reform Commission.
Starting in 2007, the commission meets for six months
every 20 years. Its mission includes examining the state
budgetary process, the revenue needs and expenditure
processes, the appropriateness of the tax structure, and the
ability of state and local government to tax and adequately
fund governmental operations. The commission is charged
with recommending statutory and constitutional revisions
dealing with taxation or the state budgetary process.

Members of the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission
are appointed by the Governor, the Speaker of the Florida
House and the President of the Florida Senate. Five
members of the first commission were from the Tampa Bay
area: John McKay, past President of the FL Senate; Les
Miller, past Democratic Leader of the FL Senate and House;
Jade Moore, Executive Director of the Pinellas Classroom
Teachers Association; Nancy Riley, Pinellas County
Republican State Committeewoman; and Darryl Rouson,
newly-elected State House Rep from District 55.

The Commission adjourned at the end of April after voting to
place seven constitutional amendments on the November
ballot. So far, press opinion of the Commission’s work is
low, with many in the media questioning whether the

1 & "

Morgan Bentley, a partner at Williams, Parker, Harrison,
Dietz & Getzen and President of the Sarasota Bar
Association, is running for the State Senate District 23
seat now held by Lisa Carlton.

Bentley, who has been recognized for his outstanding
pro bono work, vowed to return civility and a pursuit of
common-sense solutions to Tallahassee. Entering the
race after a legislative session which resulted in
dramatic cuts to essential services and failed to
adequately address Florida's insurance and property
tax crises, Bentley said, “I am confident that | can inject
some much-needed energy into the Florida Legislature
by putting to the forefront practical, bipartisan solutions
to the state’s challenges instead of the partisan
bickering that has caused gridlock in our State's
Capitol.”

Husband and a father of two, Bentley has a long record
of community involvement and public service. In 2008,
he was selected by the Florida Bar for its 2008 Florida
Bar President's Pro Bono Service Award. Bentley also
served as the President of Legal Aid of Manasota,
which provides legal assistance to the indigent in
Manatee and Sarasota counties. Last July, Florida
Trend named Bentley one of their “Legal Up and
Comers.”

commission followed its mandate.

The following summarizes the seven amendments proposed
by the commission:

One amendment would eliminate the ad valorem school
tax and only partially replace education funding by
increasing revenues from sales taxes. It would also limit
property tax increases on non-homesteaded residences
by placing a 5% annual cap on increases in assessed
value.

Three amendments will provide property tax relief for
special circumstances, such as working waterfront
property, land used for conservation, and storm-related
and energy improvements.

One amendment would permit counties to implement a
local option sales tax to fund community colleges.

The five commission members from our area all voted “yes”
on the above proposals, but did not agree on the remaining
two which would end separation of church and state in
Florida.

Ending Separation of Church and State

Two proposals stirring controversy and criticism of the
commission aim to remove the constitutional prohibition
against using state funds to support religious entities and to
authorize such expenditures for education and health care,
i.e., vouchers. To make the voucher amendment more
attractive to moderate voters, it was combined with a
measure to require 65% of school district funding to be
spent on classroom instruction, rather than on
administration.

Of our local members, Riley and Rouson voted “yes” to
remove the prohibition against using public money to fund
religious entities. McKay, Miller and Moore voted “no.” Miller
and Moore also voted against the proposal which combined
vouchers with requiring 65% of school dollars to be spent in
the classroom. McKay and Riley voted “yes.” Rouson did
not vote on the combined measure, but voted “yes” on the
65% requirement earlier.

(Continued from page 7)

18-20 Jul (Fri-Sun): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats-
Summer Conference
Annual Summer Conference of the Florida GLBT
Democratic Caucus will be in Gainesville. Reserve at
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/
GVNCCHF-SDA-20080718/index.jhtml
Info: http://www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org
or 953-8484

FOC
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

14 Jun (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Barbara Zdravecky, President and CEO of Planned
Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, will be
our featured speaker at the Sarasota Yacht Club. Social
hour: 11:30; lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for members; $25
for non-members. Reservations: due by June 11, via
voice mail to 379-9233 or reserve@sarasotadems.com

OTHER EVENTS

Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup
Info: visit http://democrat.meetup.com or call Henry
Raines at 792-2073 or 408-9323

07 Jun (Sat): Democratic Club of Englewood
BBQ Fundraiser on Saturday, June 7 at 11:00 am-2:00
pm at the Lemon Bay Pavilion, 570 Bay Park Blvd.,
Englewood. Cost: $25 Single; $35 Couples; kids under
12 free if accompanied by parent(s). Must reserve and
pay by June 5. Send check to DCE, PO Box 835,
Englewood, FL 34295. Info: 475-4432 or 474-1551
(Only people with reservations will be served.)

09 Jun (Mon): Democratic Women's Club of Manatee
County
Dr. Barbara Kirkpatrick, Mote Marine Environmental
Health Program, at Sarasota Hotel and Marina (formerly
Sarasota Cay), 7150 N. Tamiami Trail at 11:30 am.
Cost: $14. Reserve: Phyllis Virzi 795-7608 by June 5

11 Jun (Wed): Sarasota County Democratic Executive
Committee (DECSC)
June Meeting of the DECSC will be held at 7:00 pm at
the Robert Taylor (Newtown) Community Center at
1845 34th Street, Sarasota. You do not need to be a
member of the D.E.C. to attend. Info: 330-9400 or email
info@sarasotadems.org

13 Jun (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats—Rocky
Horror Show
A private performance of the stage musical “Rocky
Horror Show” at the Venice Little Theatre. Time: approx.
7:30 PM. There will a champagne reception and dessert
intermission. Tickets: $35 Info: Bryan at 320-8643

16 Jun (Mon): North Port Democratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at the George
Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd (off
Sumter Blvd, Exit 182) at 7:00-8:45 pm. Info: 423-3693,
northportdems@aol.com or www.northportdemocrats.
org

17 Jun (Tue): NOW Sarasota-Manatee Chapter
National Organization for Women meets on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 6:30-8:00 pm at Selby Library
(upstairs room) to discuss political and social issues of
interest to feminists. All are welcome. Info: 726-6623

19 Jun (Thur): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats
Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each
month. For meeting details visit: http://www.
srgyoungdems.com/index.php

23 Jun (Mon): Manatee/Sarasota Democratic Black
Caucus
Meets on the 4th Monday of every month at the North
Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd (corner of MLK)
at 6:00 pm. Info: 755-5167 or Iharrisjr@tampabay.rr.
com

24 Jun (Tue): Manatee Democratic Executive Committe e
(DEC)
Meets on the 4th Tuesday at Manatee Central Library,
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm.
Info: 761-8385, http://www.manateedemocrats.com or
chair@manateedemocrats.com

27 Jun (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats—Pizzaan d
Politics
The monthly "Pizza and Politics" meets at 7:30 pm at
Gianni's Pizza, 212 South Tamiami Trail for pizza.
Come and meet Democratic candidates and fellow
Democrats to discuss our issues. Reconvenes after
dinner at Tavern on the Island (TOTI) at 127 Tampa
Avenue East where we will continue our discussion of
politics and recruit new members from the GLBT
community. Info: 953-8484 or
www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org

28 Jun (Sat): Venice Demaocratic Club
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall,
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing;
meeting at 1:00 pm. No charge. Refreshments served.
Info: www.venicedemocrats.org or 408-9323

(Continued on page 6)



PO BOX 51076
SARASOTA, FL 34232-0329

(941) 379-9233

Luncheon at
The Sarasota
Yacht Club

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions
Pecan Crusted Mahi-Mahi w/chef's choice of 2 sides
- Vegetarian Cobb Salad
Dessert: Coconut Cream Pie

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, June 11

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

Presort Standar
US Postage
PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL

This Month’s Luncheon Meeting

featuring

Barbara A. Zdravecky

President & CEO, Planned Parenthood of
Southwest and Central Florida

Saturday, June 14, 2008

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

Travel Directions:

Take the Ringling Bridge from Downtown Sarasota. Stay in the left
lane. Drive over the bridge and past the traffic light for Bird Key. At
the next opening, turn left into the Sarasota Yacht Club parking lot.
(If you miss this turn, you can make a U-turn at the next break in the
median, which is for Plymouth Harbor.)

FOC



