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On Saturday, July 12, our speaker will be M.C. Coolidge,
aka “Reality Chick.” Coolidge is a tell-it-like-it-is (or at
least, how she sees it) writer who will speak on “Politics,
Punditry & Prejudice.”

For two years, Coolidge was one of Sarasota's most
popular and provocative newspaper columnists on topics
ranging from the local dating scene to national politics. Her
weekly column in the Pelican Press was voted #1
Readers’ Favorite in Creative Loafing’s annual Best of the
Suncoast in 2007, beating out writers from the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune and Creative Loafing’s own staff.

Coolidge left the Pelican Press in May of this year rather
than succumb to new editorial requirements that would
have limited her ability to discuss national issues such as
race and presidential campaigns. She recently published a
collection of her past columns in the book Sideways in
Sarasota, which will be available for purchase at the
luncheon.

Coolidge is currently a freelance writer and
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communications consultant with clients in New York,
Boston and Sarasota. A native Floridian, she graduated
summa cum laude from Plymouth State University and
was a Stadler Fellow at Bucknell University.

Coolidge is a registered Democrat and strong, early
supporter of Barack Obama. She says she recently
convinced her Republican mother to “officially cross over
to the ‘good guys.’ It only took 20 years.”

Please join us July 12" at Laurel Oak Country Club for
what promises to be a lively event.

Members of the Sarasota/Manatee Young Democrats are
invited to attend this luncheon at the $20 luncheon price
for Democratic Club of Sarasota members.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Laurel Oak Country Club
Drinks will be available for sale at a bar near the luncheon
meeting room.

Featured speaker Barbara Zdravecky
switched hats three times for the 120
Democrats who attended the June
luncheon. Not literally, of course. But
the President and CEO of Planned
Parenthood of Southwest and Central
Florida (PPSWCF) is careful to
maintain distinctions between her
roles, always aware that someone
eager to destroy Planned Parenthood
could seize on the opportunity to end
the organization’s tax deductibility if
she doesn't.

Wearing her hat as the head of the
tax-deductible entity which provides
both reproductive health care
services to men and women and
health care for women, Zdravecky
gave an overview of the local arm of
the organization founded 90 years

ago in New York City by Margaret
Sanger.

Serving a geography extending from
Citrus County in the north to Lee
County in the south with five (soon to
be six) clinics, PPSWCF primarily
provides medical services. It is the
primary health care provider for many
women who have no health
insurance—especially when there’'s a
long wait for appointments at public
health clinics. PPSWCF receives no
government funding for this service; it
all comes from donors and fees from
patient visits (about 68,000 visits a
year).

Switching hats, Zdravecky spoke
about Planned Parenthood’s

(Continued on page 5)
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The executive committee of the Democratic Club afaSota
meets on the Monday evening after each luncheonimgee
Contact President Nancy Feehan if you wish to dtten

What do we include in the newsletter?

Democrats have a lot to sayand the Board encourages club members
say it with articles or letters to the editor farmewsletter!
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing vilis dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies ane@edures:

Articles and letters to the editor from club mensbeill be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priositie

1. Local information of immediate importance to claembers

2. Articles or letters from members who have notten recently

3. Articles or letters relating to state issues.

4. Articles or letters relating to national issues.

Due to limited space, articles and letters shoelaviitten as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once sigioinmnay be
edited. Letters to the editor should contain ster@sof proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissions to Feedback@ SarasotaDems.com

Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush
Opinion Phone No.
Email: president@whitehouse.gov

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Vern Buchanan (contested)
United States Representative

1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard

202-456-1111
202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
FAX: 202-228-2183
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL: 941-951-6643
http://buchanan.house.gov/contact
DC FAX: 202-226-0828

800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day

(800) 648-3516 or

(800) 839-5276 or

(877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Charlie Crist
Office of the Governor

The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

Senate District 21

Mike Bennett, State Senator
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90
Bradenton, FL 34210

House District 55

Darryl Ervin Rouson., State Rep.
210 House Office Building

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

House District 69

Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

House District 70

Doug Holder, State Rep.
8486 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953

House District 71

Michael Grant, State Rep.
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

850-488-7146
FAX 850-487-0801
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352
bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

850-488-0925
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-727-6447
850-488-6341
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-955-8077
850-488-7754
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-918-4028
850-488-1171
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-613-0914
850-488-0060
www.myfloridahouse.gov

Democratic Party of Sarasota County

HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-9400
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Greetings Sarasota Democrats!

I'm currently writing this while vacationing on the rocky
coast of Maine, wrapped in a blanket by the fire! Don’t you
just hate me? Whether you're headed away or get to enjoy
the serene and breathtaking beauty of Sarasota this
summer, | hope you get lots of R & R so you can jump into
the excitement of the upcoming elections and help our
Democratic candidates win in November.

A Long Slate of Democrats

Currently, we have twenty-three local candidates running for
office who can use your help. This is amazing considering
that, not so long ago, it was unusual to field more than one
or two Democrats! The Democratic Party of Sarasota
County and its Coordinated Campaign Committee deserve
our immense congratulations and support. Please consider
volunteering to help individual candidates and the Party in
its “Get Out The Vote” (GOTV) efforts.

Also (finally!), we have a Presidential nominee! At our next
luncheon, we hope we’ll be able to get an update on Barack
Obama'’s local campaign plans and needs.

Take a Candidate to Lunch

Thank you to all who signed up for our “Take a Candidate to
Lunch” program. This is a terrific way to have the
candidates attend out luncheons free while staying within
state and federal campaign finance laws to which our Club
is subject.

If you would be willing to treat a candidate to one of our
lunches, please e-mail me at nefeehan@comcast.net or
phone 350-5219 and | will put you on the list. Elaine Foster,
our Treasurer, will provide you with a form noting which
candidate you treated. Your $20 is considered an individual
“in kind” donation to his or her campaign.

Newtown Qutreach

Thank you also to all who worked countless hours making
the Newtown “Chew and Chat” outreach event such a
success. It attracted a enthusiastic, optimistic crowd! All the
candidates and residents who attended were appreciative.

Luncheons Move to Laurel Oak

Remember, beginning in July, our luncheons will be held at
Laurel Oak Country Club. Laurel Oak is off Bee Ridge
Road, just 2 miles east of I-75. (Refer to the back page for
detailed travel directions.)

Sarasota Yacht Club did an outstanding job for us and a
special thanks goes out to their management and staff. |
wish them well with their extensive renovations.

I'm sure you will also be impressed with the employees,
setting and convenience of Laurel Oak. See you there on
July 12",

As always, thanks for all you do as Democrats.

President Nancy Feehan chats with past Presidéhid¢tert.

& 'l #

The deadline for qualifying as a candidate in the November
elections has passed and 23 Democrats are running for 21
positions. (The Democratic candidates for State House
District 55 will face off in the Primary on August 26. Two of
the four candidates in the nonpartisan race for the North
Port City Commission District 2 seat are Democrats.)

NATIONAL
US House of Representatives: FL-13
Christine Jennings

STATE LEGISLATURE
Florida State Senate - District 23
Morgan Bentley

Florida State House - District 55
Charles McKenzie
Darryl Rouson

Florida State House - District 67
Richard J. Jackson

Florida State House - District 69
Keith Fitzgerald

Florida State House - District 70
Sam Rosenfeld

Florida State House - District 71
Betty Gissendanner

(Continued on page 5)
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Add Your Name to the List

For those of you reading the FOCUS for the first time, you
may be interested to know that as of May 31, 2008, we have
657 members and friends on the Club roster. We have the
honor of being the largest Democratic Club in the State of
Florida.

Wouldn't you like to be a part of this organization and have
your name on our list?

Democrats registered in the State of Florida are invited to
join the Club. Or, if you are a Democrat registered in
another state and spend part of the year in this area, you
are invited to join as a Friend. As a Friend, you may not
serve on the Board or participate in Club elections. Other
than that, you can participate in all of our activities and
attend luncheon meetings at the members’ price of $20.

If you are already a member or Friend who has been a part
of this organization for a few months or for several years,
we know you are glad to be on our list.

We are very grateful for your loyalty. We ask that you renew
on time and continue to support the Club.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.
| am a Democrat but am registered in a state

Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $

for a term of
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $1501

other than Florida, and | would like to become:a

Date Signed

Name

Address

City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee

PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Send to:
1

1

1

1

1

Please help recruit new members and friends. We want our
list to grow longer. Our work for the election in November
2008 is not complete, and we need all Democrats to
continue working to support Democratic goals. We want to
continue our mission of promoting Democratic programs
and activities in Sarasota and the surrounding area.

We are still hoping to reach our goal of 750 Club members
in 2008. Join or renew now. Keep that list growing.

For information regarding membership, contact Mary or
Gerry Preston at gpreston24@comcast.net or 341-9713.

New Club Members and Friends in May

Doris Bullock, Nancy Foust, Phyllis Meredith,
Robert Meredith, Noel Sams

%
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(Continued from page 1)
education and advocacy function.

Abstinence-only sex education funded by federal tax dollars,
Zdravecky said, has poorly-served a generation of young
people. Instead of learning a full range of ways to protect
themselves from sexually-transmitted diseases and prevent
unwanted pregnancy, students in abstinence-only programs
are often given medically-incorrect information. After
completing classes in which failure rates of all methods of
contraception are emphasized, many young people don't
bother to use contraception if they do have sex, increasingly
the likelihood of single parenthood and unloved, unwanted
children.

Planned Parenthood actively lobbies both Democratic and
Republican legislators in the areas of reproductive rights
and education because, to be successful, they need
cooperation from both sides of the aisle.

Switching hats again, this time as a private citizen,
Zdravecky indicated that the national office has a political
arm—Planned Parenthood Action Fund—which endorses
and supports candidates. For only the second time in its
history, Planned Parenthood Action Fund has endorsed a
Presidential candidate—Barack Obama. Its program for the
2008 Election, “One Million Strong,” will work to
communicate John McCain’'s anti-Choice record to voters.
Zdravecky encouraged everyone in attendance to sign up
as a “One Million Strong” supporter.

("1 $#
)H

John McCain has earned a zero percent lifetime rating
from Planned Parenthood Action Fund, having voted
against even the most commonsense measures on
family planning, sex education and reproductive
health.

Against requiring health care plans to cover birth
control ('03)

Against comprehensive sex education ('06)
Against international family planning ('96)

Against Roe v. Wade (“It should be overturned.”
2/19/07)

Against  funding to prevent unintended
pregnancies and teen pregnancies ('05)

Against  funding for public education on
emergency contraception ('05)

Against restoring Medicaid funding that could be
used for family planning services for low income
women ('05)

This information was provided by Planned Parenthood
Action Fund (www.plannedparenthoodvotes.org).

%o++, - " -

(Continued from page 3)
JUDICIAL
Public Defender - 12th Judicial Circuit
Adam Tebrugge

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Sarasota County Commission - District 1
Jono Miller

CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS
Sheriff
Curt Lavarello

Tax Collector
Barbara Ford-Coates

Supervisor of Elections
Barry Sullivan

SARASOTA COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW BOARD
Charter Review Board, District 1
Ryan Stanley

Charter Review Board, District 2
Virginia Hoffman-Meketon

Charter Review Board, District 3
Bryan Worthington

Charter Review Board, District 4
Jamie Wilson

Charter Review Board, District 5
Ramon “Ray” Porter, Jr.

SARASOTA COUNTY HOSPITAL BOARD
Hospital Board At Large Seat 2
Alan Penn

Hospital Board Central District Seat 1
Teresa Carafelli

CITY OF NORTH PORT COMMISSION
North Port City Commissioner Seat 2
Tom Jones
Bob Taylor

North Port City Commissioner Seat 3
Dan Talley

Page !
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DEMOCRATIC BILLS
Public Schools/Human Sexuality Education: Creates the

“Florida Healthy Teens Act.” Requires that any public
school that receives state funding, directly or indirectly,
and that provides information, offers programs, or
contracts with third parties to provide information or
offer programs regarding family planning, pregnancy, or
sexually transmitted infections, including HIV and AIDS,
shall provide comprehensive, medically accurate, and
factual information, etc.

Bill passed out of the Senate Committee on Pre-K-12
Education by a vote of 4-3. The House companion did
not receive a committee hearing.

Reproductive Health Services and Family Planning:

Creates the “Prevention First Act.” Provides for the
duties of licensed health care practitioners and health
care facilities when providing care to rape survivors.
Requires the Department of Health to provide certain
information. Requires the AHCA to provide for
enforcement and impose penalties. Requires licensed
pharmacies to dispense certain forms of contraception
without delay, etc.

Bill passed out of the Health Regulation Committee
unanimously by a vote of 7-0. The House companion
was heard in the House Committee on Health Quality,
but did not receive a vote.

—#. #

REPUBLICAN BILLS

Abortion Bill (Senate): Requires that an ultrasound be
performed on any woman obtaining an abortion and that
the woman be allowed to view the live ultrasound
images. Provides that live ultrasound images must be
reviewed and explained to the woman prior to her giving
informed consent to having an abortion procedure
performed. Provides an exemption from the requirement
to view the ultrasound for women who are victims of
rape, incest, domestic violence, etc.

Bill died in the Senate with a vote of 20-20.

Abortion Bill (House): Requires third trimester abortions
be performed in hospital; provides for disciplinary
actions; requires ultrasound that is reviewed with
patient; specifies who must perform required duties;
requires written certification when patient declines
review; provides exemptions; revises printed materials
requirements; revises parental notice provisions;
requires appointment of guardian ad litem for minor
petitioning for waiver; specifies factors in determining
whether minor is sufficiently mature; revises hearings
confidentiality provisions; provides requirements for
agency rules.

Bill passed the House by a vote of 70-45. [Yes: Reagan,
Holder, Grant; No: Fitzgerald] Died in the Senate.

Offenses Against Unborn Children:  Designates act
“Florida Unborn Victims of Violence Act;” defines term
“unborn child” for purposes of vehicular homicide;
revises terminology to refer to “unborn child” rather than
“viable fetus;” provides legislative intent; provides that
certain offenses relating to killing of unborn child by
injury to mother do not require specified knowledge or
intent.

Bill passed the House by a vote of 80-36. [Yes: Reagan,
Holder, Grant; No: Fitzgerald] Died in the Senate.

NOTE: The preceding information was adapted from
material provided by the Florida Association of Planned
Parenthood Affiliates, which works to advance public policy
in areas of reproductive health care, family planning and
medically-accurate sex education in order to make
comprehensive reproductive health care available to all. For
more information, visit www.floridaplannedparenthood.org.

FOC
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

12 Jul (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
M.C. (Mary Catherine) Coolidge, journalist and author of
the book Sideways in Sarasota, will be our featured
speaker at Laurel Oak Country Club. She will speak on
her personal experiences, the state of newspapers and
free speech, as well as personal responsibility when
writing. Social hour at 11:30; lunch at noon. Cost: $20
for members; $25 for non-members. Reservations: due
by July 9, via voice mail to 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com

OTHER EVENTS

Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup
Info: http://democrat.meetup.com or call Henry Raines
at 792-2073 or 408-9323

10 Jul (Thur): Sarasota County Democratic Party
(DECSC)
The July meeting will be held in Venice at Naar Hall
(United Church of Christ campus) at 7:30 pm. The
address is 620 Shamrock Blvd, Venice. You do not
need to be a member of the Democratic Executive
Committee to attend.
Info: inffo@sarasotadems.org. or 330-9400

17 Jul (Thur): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats
Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each
month. Details: www.srqyoungdems.com/index.php

18-20 Jul (Fri-Sun): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
Annual Summer Conference of the Florida GLBT
Democratic Caucus will be held in Gainesville. Reserve
at http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/
GVNCCHF-SDA-20080718/index.jhtml
Info: www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org or 953-8484

19 Jul (Sat): Democratic Club of Englewood
Meets at 10:30 am at the Elsie Quirk Library, 100
Dearborn St., Englewood. Members will plan the club’s
participation and float in the 52nd annual Pioneer
Parade on Sept. 1 in downtown Englewood.

21 Jul (Mon): North Port Demaocratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at the George
Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd. (off
Sumter Blvd., Exit 182) at 7:00 to 8:45 pm.
Info: 423-3693, northportdems@aol.com, or
www.northportdemocrats.org

22 Jul (Tue): Manatee Democratic Party (DEC)
Meets on the 4th Tuesday at Manatee Central Library,
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm.
Info: 761-8385, www.manateedemocrats.com, or
chair@manateedemocrats.com

25 Jul (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
Monthly “Pizza and Politics,” co-hosted with the
Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats, starts with pizza
at 7:00 pm at Primo Ristorante, across from the
Sarasota/Bradenton Airport. Join the Sarasota for
Obama team and meet Democratic candidates and
fellow Democrats to discuss our issues. After dinner,
meet at Witness Cafe to continue discussing politics
and recruit new members from the GLBT community.
Info: www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org or 953-8484

26 Jul (Sat): Venice Democratic Club
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall,
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice, at 12:30 pm for socializing
and refreshments. Meeting at 1:00 pm. No charge.
Info: www.venicedemocrats.org or 408-9323

28 Jul (Mon): Manatee/Sarasota Democratic Black
Caucus
Meets on the 4th Monday of the month at the North
Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd. (corner of MLK)
at 6 pm. Info: 755-5167 or lharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com

29 Aug (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
Monthly “Pizza and Politics” will start 7:00 pm at
Gianni's Pizza, 212 South Tamiami Trail, Venice, for
pizza and continue after dinner at Tavern on the Island
(T.O.T.l.), 127 Tampa Avenue East. Info: 953-8484 or
www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org

13 Sept (Sat): Village Walk Democratic Association
Voters in Precincts 78, 126, 128, and 131 are invited to
attend an “All Out Breakfast” to meet-and-greet six
Democratic candidates for national, state, and local
offices: Christine Jennings, Morgan Bentley, Sam
Rosenfeld, Adam Tebrugge, Jono Miller and Barry
Sullivan. The breakfast will be held at the Town Center
of Village Walk, 8109 Honore. Space is limited.
Reservations required: Gene Penner, 925-8928,
lokipenner@comcast.net
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(941) 379-9233

NEW
Luncheon Venue

Laurel Oak
Country Club

Presort Standar
US Postage
PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions
- Chicken Marsala with saffron rice & vegetable
- Vegetable Penne Marinara
Dessert: Vanilla Ice Cream & Chocolate Chip Cookie

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, July 9

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

This Month’s Luncheon Meeting
featuring

M.C. Coolidge

Journalist and former “Reality Chick”

Saturday, July 12, 2008

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Laurel Oak Country Club
2700 Gary Player Blvd., Sarasota
Phone: 378-3608

Travel Directions:

The entrance to Laurel Oaks is on Bee Ridge Road about 2
miles east of I-75 (across from Bent Tree). At the traffic light,
turn left onto Gary Player Blvd. and stop at the guard gate.
Then continue on Gary Player to the Country Club.

FOC



