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When was the last time you heard from an eminent
philosopher? Now’s your chance.

Our luncheon speaker on Sat., Jan. 12 will be Sissela Bok,
Ph.D. She will reflect on the ethical issues explored in two
of her earlier books, Secrets and Lying — both of which
are all too common in politics.

A writer, lecturer, philosopher, and author of several
books, Dr. Bok received her B.A. and M.A. in psychology
at the George Washington University in 1957 and 1958,
and her Ph.D. in philosophy at Harvard University in 1970.
She is currently Senior Visiting Fellow at The Harvard
Center for Population and Development Studies, Harvard
School of Public Health. She has received a half-dozen
honorary degrees and numerous awards for her books.

Dr. Bok is the daughter of two Nobel laureates — Gunnar

Myrdal, recipient of the 1974 Prize in Economics and
author of An American Dilemma, and Alva Myrdal,
recipient of the 1982 Peace Prize for her work on nuclear
disarmament — and the wife of Derek Bok, former
president of Harvard University. Her daughter, Hilary Bok,
is a philosophy professor at Johns Hopkins. Several of
Bok's books are available in the Sarasota County Library.
Dr. Bok and her husband are part-time residents of
Longboat Key.

Please join us at the January luncheon for what promises
to be an enlightening discussion.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Beverage tickets will be on sale at a table near the
luncheon check-in table.

January, 2008

When you've been a Washington
correspondent on politics and national
security for over 30 years, you get to
see the occupants of the White
House up close and personal, warts

and all. Our December speaker,
James McCartney, shared his
insights with some 125 luncheon

attendees in a
presentation.

thought-provoking

McCartney's theme was what he sees
as the most important issue facing the
United States today, and how our
leading presidential candidates
approach that issue.

Along the way, he offered his
perspective on the Presidents from
JFK to the present. All, he said, were
either incompetent, mediocre,

mentally ill, or deeply flawed. Most he
placed in the latter category.

What is the most important issue,
according to McCartney? The role of
the U.S. in the world.

After World War I, America's role
was to be the leading world power
standing up to Communism. We built
military bases and stationed troops all
over the world. And they are still
there.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union,
instead of reducing our military
presence abroad and focusing
resources on problems at home,
we've beefed up our military. We
continue to tell countries who should

(Continued on page 3)
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What do we include in the newsletter?

Democrats have a lot to sayand the Board encourages club members
say it with articles or letters to the editor farmewsletter!
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing vilis dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies ane@edures:

Articles and letters to the editor from club mensbeill be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priositie
1. Local information of immediate importance to claembers

2. Articles or letters from members who have notten recently
3. Articles or letters relating to state issues.
4. Articles or letters relating to national issues.

Due to limited space, articles and letters shoelaviitten as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once sigioinmnay be
edited. Letters to the editor should contain ster@sof proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissions to Feedback@ SarasotaDems.com

Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush 202-456-1111
Opinion Phone No. 202-456-1414
Email: president@whitehouse.gov FAX: 202-456-2461

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
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http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL: 941-951-6643
http://buchanan.house.gov/contact
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United States Representative

1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard 800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day
(800) 648-3516 or (800) 839-5276 or (877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Charlie Crist 850-488-7146
Office of the Governor FAX 850-487-0801
The Capitol Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

Senate District 21

Mike Bennett, State Senator
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90
Bradenton, FL 34210

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352
bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

941-727-6447
850-488-6341
reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com

House District 69

Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

941-955-8077
850-488-7754
keith.fitzgerald@myfloridahouse.com

House District 70

Doug Holder, State Rep.
8486 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953

941-918-4028
850-488-1171
doug.holder@myfloridahouse.com

House District 71

Michael Grant, State Rep.
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

941-613-0914
850-488-0060
grant.michael@myfloridahouse.com

House District 55

Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.
1302 The Capitol

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

941-708-8570
850-488-0925
peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com

Democratic Party of Sarasota County
HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-9400
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Happy New Year!

| hope that you have had an enjoyable holiday season with
family and friends. | also hope that you are well rested so
we can begin the hard work of electing our Democratic
candidates in November 2008.

The first step is to make sure that we all vote on Tuesday,
January 29 for the Presidential candidate of our choice. It is
extremely important that we encourage our Democratic
friends to vote by mail or in person because we want the
nation to realize that Florida Democrats are very much
involved in our electoral process. Like many others, | think
that our elected delegates to the national convention in
Colorado will be seated, so please make sure that you take
the time to vote.

If you are interested in being a delegate to the National
Democratic Convention, please go to www.FlaDems.com or
www.SarasotaDems.org for more information on the
selection process. The application deadline is Jan. 29 at 12
noon. You can also phone 330-9400 for more information.
Refer to page 6 for a strategy to win one of the coveted
delegate seats from this district.

State Constitutional Tax Amendment

The second step is to become informed about the State
Constitutional amendment vote that will also occur on
January 29.

At the Sarasota Democratic Party (DECSC) meeting on
Wed., Jan. 9 at 7:30 pm at the Waldemere Fire Station, two
speakers will present their opinions on this amendment.
County Commissioner Nora Patterson will speak against the

(Continued from page 1)

run their governments, and back up our instructions with
raw military power, McCartney asserted. The lesson we
should have learned from Vietnam, he said, is that we can't
solve complex problems with military force, and we can't
turn other countries into mini-USAs. Citing JFK, “There can't
be an American solution to every world problem.”

The era of the American Empire is past, but the leading
candidates have not yet framed this as an issue, nor have
they expressed a vision of what America's new role in the
world should be. But McCartney also suggested that what
candidates say when campaigning don’t necessarily reflect
their true positions.

In McCartney’s opinion, there are two characteristics that
the President must have: an unshakable character and a
clear vision of what he or she wants to accomplish. Will
McCartney see these qualities in our next President?

amendment and Wade Matthews will speak in favor of it. By
attending this meeting, you can become better informed on
this complex ballot amendment.

Refer to page 5 for background information on the property
tax issue and details on the ballot measure.

Our Democratic Club of Sarasota Elections

The third step is for our Club members to attend our
luncheon meeting on Feb. 9 when we will elect our five Club
officers and four of our eight Board director positions. These
are the people who will guide this club for the next couple of
years, so it is important to cast your vote. Because we need
to have a quorum of 20 percent of our membership in order
to hold the election, a strong attendance is essential. Please
plan to attend and vote!

Vice President Bo Bell is chairing our nominating
committee. If you would like to suggest a candidate or to
volunteer to serve, please contact Bo at 358-1341 or
bobellrd@tampabay.rr.com. The officers and board
candidates will be listed in the February newsletter.

See you at our January luncheon.

Pat Liebert, President
patliebert@verizon.net or 379-0317

Page .
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Happy New Year. 2008 is Here.

Over the past year, we have repeatedly made statements in
this column regarding the election of 2008 being closer than
you think.

2008 is here. Came faster than you thought, didn't it? Now
you really have to get busy.

You can no longer say, “The election is just too far away to
do anything now.” By the time you get this newsletter, it will
be just a little over 10 months away.

“What can | do?” you ask. The list is endless, but we can tell
you a few things that you can easily do.

First, keep your own membership up to date. Renew in a
timely manner and give us your email address.

Second, recruit your friends and family. Remember our
membership goal of 750 members. We need more
members to accomplish the many tasks that are ahead of
us.

Third, volunteer your time and/or donate as much money as
you are able to the club, the Party, and the candidates.

Date

b |
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION :
1
1
1

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.

| am a Democrat but am registered in a state :

other than Florida, and | would like to become,a

Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota. :
Enclosed is a check for $ for a term 01:
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $1501

Signed

Name

Address
City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee

PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

Send to:

Fourth, attend club luncheons so that you can keep abreast
of what is going on.

Last, invite friends and family to the luncheons, especially
any who may be in the mood to switch parties this year.

No matter what the results, when the 2008 election is over,
you will want to say that you did all you could to help elect
Democrats at the local, state and national levels.

Start the New Year off right and do all that you can do.

For membership information, contact Mary or Gerry Preston
at 341-9713 or gpreston24@comcast.net.

New Club Members and Friends in November

Suzanne Albus, Alan Bandler, Rose Durham,
Ann Funn, Meigs Glidewell, Carol Hartz,

Elaine Lieberman, Donna Migliori,

Clementine Pugh, Norma Schatz, James State,
Wesley Snyder, Peter Tannen,

Connie Waechter, Lavilla Watson

FOC
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In 2007, the Florida Legislature convened to “fix the
property tax problem.” What was the problem?

UNFAIRNESS

Taxes on identical houses vary widely depending on
whether the owner claims a homestead exemption on
the house and when the claim was made. For example,
in one development in Sarasota, one neighbor who lives
in a home he purchased in 1985 and now valued at
$320,000 pays $2,400 in property tax. The neighbor
across the street pays $4,600 because he purchased in
2004. Another neighbor, with a house valued slightly
less, pays $4,700 because he doesn't claim a
homestead exemption. This is an inherent weakness of
the “Save Our Homes” initiative adopted by the voters in
1997 which attaches tax caps to individual properties
rather than to total collections.

SENIORS CAN'T AFFORD TO DOWNSIZE

The “Save Our Homes” cap on increases in the
assessed value of homesteaded property means that
homeowners who remain in their homes for many years
pay lower taxes than those who move. The prospect of a
sudden jump in the property tax bill prevents some
residents from moving. Moving from that $320,000 home
into one valued at $225,000 changes the property tax bill
to $3,200. That's 30% more tax on 30% less house for
someone who has been in one home for 20 years.

AFFORDABLE RENTALS TAXED OUT OF EXISTENCE
When the real estate market boomed and prices soared,
so did the market values on which property taxes are
based. “Save Our Homes" limited the effect on Florida
resident homeowners, but property taxes on rental
property are based on the full market value. As
landlords’ property taxes tripled and quadrupled, they
had to pass these costs along to the tenants — often
longtime Florida residents who couldn't afford to
purchase a home — or convert the property to condos.

“OLD FLORIDA” TAXED OUT OF EXISTENCE

When commercial properties are appraised, one
consideration is “highest and best use.” That means that
the property tax bill of an old fishing pier and bait shop
reflects what, for example, the developer of waterfront
hotels might pay to buy the property. With tax bills
soaring, it's hard to continue saying “no” to the
developers.

REAL ESTATE BOOM “WINDFALL” TAX COLLECTIONS
Ad-valorem property tax bills are simple calculations.
Assessed value multiplied by millage rate equals tax
due. The property's market value is adjusted by
exemptions and caps to arrive at the assessed value.
The millage rate is set by the County Commission each
year. During a real estate boom, the total tax collected
will also boom in counties which don't adjust their millage
rates downward. Sarasota County made the necessary
adjustments, but several others didn’'t. (Sarasota’s basic
rate in 2006 was 3.8808 when the rates in other counties

% l(ll
ranged from 2.8002 to the legal maximum of 10 in rural

counties where the tax base is too small to sustain basic
services. Sarasota’s rate is now 3.591.)

The Florida Legislature made some changes to the property
tax code that were primarily tax cuts, not tax reform. Four
elements of this legislation require voter approval. They
were combined into a single referendum which will be on
the January 29 ballot.

1. Add an additional $25,000 homestead exemption
which will not apply to school taxes: Besides providing a
benefit to only the category of taxpayer already taxed
the least, it's a paltry benefit in low millage rate counties
like Sarasota. Because the bulk of Sarasota’s millage is
for school taxes, this exemption increase would reduce
a homesteader’s tax less than $150.

2. Portability of the Save Our Homes benefit:  This does
address the second problem above, although people
who downsize will only get partial savings. Using the
prior example, a portable cap could help the longtime
homeowner moving from a $320,000 home to a
$225,000 one to reduce property taxes to $1,750.
Portability would be permitted across county lines, but
moving from a county with a low millage rate to one with
a high millage might not provide tax savings.

3. $25,000 exemption of tangible personal property:
This applies to a business’s furniture and fixtures.
Financially, it is a minor item, but something that will
simplify tax filing for small businesses.

4. Non-homestead property assessed value limitation:
This would place a 10% cap similar to the “Save Our
Homes” 3% cap on all other real property. This limit
would not be applicable to school taxes, so the school
tax millage (currently more than half of Sarasota’s ad-
valorem tax) would be charged on the property’s full
market value. Just like “Save Our Homes,” these caps
would be re-set each time the property changes hands
eventually leading to tax bills based more on when the
property was purchased than on its true value.

The Florida Legislature, knowing that these four measures
won't take effect unless they are approved by 60% of the
voters, included small tax cuts for each category of taxpayer
and made it necessary to accept all of the items or none.

But are small tax cuts what we need? Does this measure
solve the property tax problem? You decide.

Learn more about the issues on Wed., Jan. 9 when Wade
Matthews and County Commissioner Nora Patterson
discuss the pros and cons at the Sarasota Democratic Party
(DEC) meeting. Also see the guest column by Sarasota
County Property Appraiser Jim Todora in the Perspectives
Section of the Dec. 16 Sarasota Herald-Tribune.

Page !
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The 2008 Democratic National Convention will be held in
Denver August 25-28. It could be an especially historic
event. Will we nominate America’s first woman candidate for
President? Our first African-American? Our first Hispanic-
American? Do you want to witness it in person?

The procedure established by the Florida Democratic Party
for running for 2008 convention delegate is convoluted, but
offers a real opportunity to someone who is prepared to
work hard to win.

The first round of delegates are elected at a single caucus
held in each Congressional District. If you can get enough
supporters to show up at the District 13 caucus location on
Sat.,, March 1, you might win one of the 5 delegate (+1
alternate) spots. Your supporters must be registered
Democrats in District 13 as of Dec. 31, 2007, and must
follow your precise instructions for voting.

Your first step is to complete and file a “Statement of
Candidacy for District-Level Delegate” and a “Loyalty Oath”
before noon on Jan. 29. The forms and details on the
selection process are available at www.fladems.
com/2008dnc. Forms can be picked up and turned in at
Sarasota Democratic Party HQ.

When completing the form, you must indicate the
Presidential Candidate whose delegate you want to be. The
voting in the Presidential Preference Primary will determine
how the five delegates from District 13 are apportioned. For
example, if you want to be an Obama delegate and he wins
50% of the primary vote in our district, you would probably

& "# ,#%

be vying for one of three delegate spots. If you want to be a
Kucinich delegate, and he gets less than 15% of the vote,
you're out of the running.

If this seems like too much trouble, but you still want to be a
part of the National Convention, you can sign up to be a
volunteer at www.demconvention.com/volunteer.html.

Please Note: Whether you are a delegate or a volunteer, all
expenses are your responsibility.

Club Secretary Nancy Feehan introducing James Mo&gar

(Continued from page 7)

21 Jan (Mon.): North Port Democratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Mon. at the George Mullen Activity
Center, 4956 City Center Blvd (off Sumter Blvd., Exit
182) at 7 to 8:45 pm. Info: 426-1617 or
http://www.northportdemocrats.org or
northportdems@aol.com

22 Jan (Tue.): Manatee Democratic Executive
Committee (DEC)
Meets on the 4th Tues. at Manatee Central Library,
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm.
Info: 761-8385 or chair@manateedemocrats.com

26 Jan (Sat.): Venice Democratic Club
Meets on the 4th Sat. at Naar Hall, 620 Shamrock Blvd.,
Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing. No charge.
Refreshments served. Meeting at 1:00 pm.
Info: 408-9323

28 Jan (Mon.) Manatee-Sarasota Democratic Black
Caucus
Meets on the 4th Mon. at the North Sarasota Library,
2801 Newtown Blvd (corner of MLK) at 5 pm.
Info: 755-5167 or lharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com

6 Feb (Wed.) FORUM 2008 Jan Crawford Greenburg
The author of Supreme Conflict: The Inside Story of the
Struggle to Control the United States Supreme Court
will speak at 7:30 PM at Holley Hall, 709 N. Tamiami
Trail (behind Municipal Auditorium). Tickets: Forum
Members: one ticket $20 (includes one book), two
tickets $35 (one book). See Jan 6 for purchasing info.

13 Feb (Wed.) Longboat Key Democratic Club
Dr. Susan McManus will be talking on “Looking Forward
2008” at the monthly luncheon held at the Longboat Key
Club Harbourside Dining Room. 11:30 Social; 12:00
Lunch. Reservations: send a check for $23 per person
to Longboat Key Democratic Club, PO Box 8025,
Longboat Key, FL 34228. State if a vegetarian lunch is
needed. Info & reservations: Marvin Morse 383-4707 or
Mary Lou Winnick 383-0673

FOC
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

12 Jan (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Sissela Bok, Ph.D., a philosopher and author on ethics
and values, will speak at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Social hour at 11:30 and lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for
members; $25 for non-members. Reservations: due by
Jan. 9, via voice mail to 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com

15 Jan (Tues.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues
Discussion
“Karl Rove, the Architect,” a documentary prepared by
Frontline and the Washington Post, examines the life,
career and 30-year plan of George W. Bush'’s chief
political adviser to build a durable Republican majority
and realign American politics. It will be shown at the
Fruitville Library meeting room from 1:15-3:00 pm.

9 Feb (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
State Representative Keith Fitzgerald will speak at the
Sarasota Yacht Club. Social hour at 11:30 and lunch at
noon. Cost: $20 for members; $25 for non-members.
Reservations: due by Feb. 6, via voice mail to 379-9233
or email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

19 Feb (Tues.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues
Discussion
A political commentary DVD will be shown at the
Fruitville Library meeting room from 1:15-3:00 pm.

8 Mar (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Kenneth Edelin, MD, a leader in Planned Parenthood
Federation of America and Chair of the PPFA board of
directors from 1989 to 1992, will speak at the Sarasota
Yacht Club. Dr. Edelin also served on both the New
England and national boards of the NAACP Legal
Defense and Education Fund and chaired the
Committee on Health Care for Underserved Women of
the American College of Obstetrics. Social hour at 11:30
and lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for members; $25 for non-
members. Reservations: due by Mar. 5, via voice malil
379-9233 or email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

OTHER EVENTS

6 Jan (Sun.) FORUM 2008 Rajiv Chandrasekaran
The author of Imperial Life in the Emerald City: Inside
Iraq’s Green Zone will speak at 2:00 PM at Holley Hall,
709 N. Tamiami Trail (behind Municipal Auditorium).
Tickets: Forum Members $15 per ticket; Non-members

$20. Book not included with tickets, but will be sold at
the event and at Sarasota News & Books.

Tickets to all FORUM events may be purchased on-line
with a credit card at www.forumtruth.org, OR with cash
or checks at Sarasota News & Books, 1341 Main St.,
Sarasota (365-6332).

9 Jan (Wed.): Sarasota County Democratic Executive
Committee (DECSC)
Meets on the 2nd Wed. at 7:30 pm at Waldemere Fire
Station, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 2070 Waldemere
St. between East Ave. and US 41. You do not need to
be a member of the DEC to attend. Info: 330-9400

15 Jan (Tue.) Longboat Key Democratic Club
Gilbert Cranberg will speak on “The lowa Caucuses” at
the monthy luncheon held at the Longboat Key Club
Harbourside Dining Room. 11:30 Social; 12:00 Lunch.
Reservations: send a check for $23 per person to
Longboat Key Democratic Club, PO Box 8025,
Longboat Key, FL 34228. Indicate if vegetarian lunch
required. Info & reservations: Marvin Morse 383-4707 or
Mary Lou Winnick 383-0673

15 Jan (Tue.) NOW Sarasota-Manatee Chapter
National Organization for Women meets on the 3rd
Tues. at 7-8:45 pm at Selby Library, upstairs room, to
discuss political and social issues of interest to
feminists. All are welcome. Info: 726-6623

15 Jan (Tue.): Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetups
Meets on the 3rd Tues. Info: http://democrat.meetup.
com or Henry Raines at 792-2073

17 Jan (Thur.) SE Manatee County Democratic Club
Luncheon meeting at 11:30 am features Manatee
County City Administrator Ed Hunzeker whose topic is
“The Effect of State-mandated Property Tax Cuts” at
Peridia Golf and Country Club, 4950 Peridia Blvd. E.
(off S.R. 70.) Cost: $15. Reserve by Jan. 12: Mary Duda
at 708-0713 or mcmduda@aol.com

19 Jan (Sat.): Democratic Club of Englewood
Meets on the 3rd Sat. at the Elsie Quirk Library ,100 W
Dearborn in Englewood, Upstairs Auditorium from 10:30
am to noon. A discussion by the club about the various
presidential candidates will be held. Info: Rosemary
Hagen at 475 4432 or hahablair@comcast.net

(Continued on page 6)



PO BOX 51076
SARASOTA, FL 34232-0329

(941) 379-9233

Luncheon at
The Sarasota
Yacht Club

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions
- Sautéed Salmon Florentine w/chef's choice of sides
- Spinach and Cheese Quiche with Fruit Salad
Dessert: German Chocolate Cake

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, January 9

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

Presort Standarfl

US Postage

PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL
January Luncheon Meeting
featuring
Sissela Bok, Ph.D.

A reflection on the ethics of Secrets and Lying

Saturday, January 12, 2008

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

Travel Directions:

Take the Ringling Bridge from Downtown Sarasota. Stay in the left
lane. Drive over the bridge and past the traffic light for Bird Key. At
the next opening, turn left into the Sarasota Yacht Club parking lot.
(If you miss this turn, you can make a U-turn at the next break in the
median, which is for Plymouth Harbor.)

FOC



