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An Informed Member Is Our Best Voter 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON PROGRAM 
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Club 
Elections on 
February 9  

Philosopher Sissela Bok, Ph.D., our 
January speaker, wrote her books 
Secrets and Lying some 30 years ago 
when America was trying to discern 
and absorb the lessons of the war in 
Vietnam and of Watergate. 

Now, as we deal with the war in Iraq, 
warrantless wiretaps, suspension of 
Habeas Corpus and secret prisons, 
Bok raised questions for some 230 
attendees to ponder: Did we fail to 
learn those lessons? Do we need to 
adjust them for a new reality? 

Lies 
According to Bok, all lies are morally 
problematical. But we need to make 
distinctions — between lies and 
honest mistakes, between slipping 
into lying and setting out to lie, and 
between politicians’ foolish promises 
and outright deception. And in today’s 
ex t r em e l y  p a r t i s an  p o l i t i ca l 
environment, we’ve got to get beyond 
exchanging accusations of lying so 
we can contribute to a more 
thoughtful debate. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Having completed his first year as District 69 State 
Representative, Keith Fitzgerald is returning to speak at 
the luncheon meeting of the Democratic Club of Sarasota 
on Saturday, February 9. His talk, “Florida: A State of 
Denial,” will discuss how the Republican leadership is not 
facing up to our big problems in the State. 

Representative Fitzgerald has already gained 
considerable respect among his peers within the halls of 
the State Legislature with his acumen in the political arena 
from his professional background as a political science 
professor at New College, combined with honesty and 
integrity. 

He was appointed Deputy Policy Chair 2006–2008 and, 
very appropriately, serves on the Committee on Ethics & 
Elections. Additionally, he is on the Committee on 
Environmental Protection and the Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council. 

Obtaining his doctorate in political science from the 
University of Indiana, he has taught political science at 
New College since 1994. He is the author of Face of the 
Nation: Immigration, the State, and the National Identity. 
Married to his wife of 18 years, Angela, they have eight-
year-old twins, Conor and Bridget. 

We are delighted to have Keith back with us and he is 
sure to once again enlighten us with his experiences in the 
State legislature and his upcoming 2008 campaign for his 
seat in Florida’s State House District 69. 

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page 

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Sarasota Yacht Club. 
Beverage tickets will be on sale at a table near the 
luncheon check-in table. 
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Federal Government Contact Information 
President George W. Bush                                                  202-456-1111 
Opinion Phone No.                                                              202-456-1414 
Email: president@whitehouse.gov                              FAX: 202-456-2461 

Mel Martinez                                                                        202-224-3041 
United States Senator                                                 FAX: 202-228-5171 
317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.                            http://martinez.senate.gov 
Washington, DC 20510 

Bill Nelson                                              (888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida 
United Sates Senator                                                  FAX: 202-228-2183 
716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.               http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact 
Washington, DC 20510 

Vern Buchanan (contested)                                                 202-225-5015 
United States Representative                                LOCAL: 941-951-6643 
1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.     http://buchanan.house.gov/contact 
Washington, DC 20515                                         DC FAX: 202-226-0828 

Congress Switchboard                                                         800-962-3524 

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day 
(800) 648-3516    or    (800) 839-5276    or    (877) 762-8762 

State Government Contact Information  

Governor Charlie Crist                                                         850-488-7146 
Office of the Governor                                                  FAX 850-487-0801 
The Capitol                                                   Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 

Senate District 23 
Lisa Carlton, State Senator                                                  941-486-2032 
2127 S. Tamiami Trail                                                 FAX: 941-486-2050 
Osprey, FL 34229-9695                              carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov 

Senate District 21 
Mike Bennett, State Senator                                                941-727-6349 
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90                              FAX:  941-727-6352 
Bradenton, FL 34210                          bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov 

House District 67 
Ron Reagan, State Rep.                                                      941-727-6447 
7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1                                             850-488-6341 
Sarasota. FL 34243                               reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com 

House District 69 
Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.                                                 941-955-8077 
1660 Ringling Blvd.                                                              850-488-7754 
Sarasota, FL 34236                         keith.fitzgerald@myfloridahouse.com 

House District 70 
Doug Holder, State Rep.                                                      941-918-4028 
8486 South Tamiami Trail                                                    850-488-1171 
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953                    doug.holder@myfloridahouse.com 

House District 71 
Michael Grant, State Rep.                                                    941-613-0914 
18500 Murdock Circle                                                          850-488-0060 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952                    grant.michael@myfloridahouse.com 

House District 55 
Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.                                            941-708-8570 
1302 The Capitol                                                                 850-488-0925 
402 S. Monroe Street                      peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 

Democratic Party of Sarasota County 
HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota                                       941-330-9400 
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533                                                            
www.sarasotadems.org                        headquarters@sarasotadems.org 

What do we include in the newsletter? 
Democrats have a lot to say – and the Board encourages club members to 
say it with articles or letters to the editor for our newsletter! 
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing with this dilemma, the 
Board adopted the following list of policies and procedures: 

Articles and letters to the editor from club members will be accepted on a 
space available basis using the following priorities: 
1. Local information of immediate importance to club members 
2. Articles or letters from members who have not written recently 
3. Articles or letters relating to state issues. 
4. Articles or letters relating to national issues. 

Due to limited space, articles and letters should be written as concisely as 
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once submitted, may be 
edited. Letters to the editor should contain statements of proposed action 
by the membership. 

Focus Newsletter is a publication of  
the Democratic Club of Sarasota 

In print since May 1995 

Newsletter Mission Statement 
The mission of the newsletter of the Democratic Club of Sarasota 
(FOCUS) is to promote the growth of the Democratic Party in 
Sarasota County, to inform Club members about Club events and 
other local events of interest to Democrats, and to address local, 
state and national issues of interest to Party members. 

President 
Pat Liebert * 379-0317                                          patliebert@verizon.net 

FOCUS Staff 
Editor: Debbie Trice * 924-2113                feedback@sarasotadems.com 
Contributors:                                                  Tom Cook, Charolett Baker 
Editorial Staff:                                                 Diane Happy, Dee Widder 
Photographers:                   Jerry Osterweil, Gerry Preston, Dennis Silver 
Circulation:                                                                         Dick Stammer 
Web Mistress: Elsie Gilmore                            elsiegilmore@yahoo.com 

Officers 
Vice President – Herman Bell * 358-1341    bobellrd@tampabay.rr.com 
Treasurer – Paula John * 927-3955                    johnpaulag@verizon.net 
Corr. Secy. – Charolett Baker * 371-3221             charolett@comcast.net 
Rec. Secy.– Nancy Feehan * 966-2378                nefeehan@comcast.net 
 

Board Members 
Maureen Avila * 951-1231                          mavila@avilafamilylaw.com 
Jane Callahan * 371-2457                                        jkcallahan@msn.com 
Elaine Foster * 922-8498                                          rfoster010@aol.com 
Gene Penner * 925-8928                                    lokipenner@comcast.net 
Mary Preston * 341-9713                                  gpreston24@comcast.net 
Jerry Osterweil * 378-8728                                      joster8@comcast.net 
Pat Rounds * 351-2450                                        roundspc@earthlink.net 
David Shapiro * 346-0729                                 david@getmejustice.com 
 
The executive committee of the Democratic Club of Sarasota 
meets on the Monday evening after each luncheon meeting. 
Contact President Pat Liebert if you wish to attend. 

Submission Deadline: 
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue 
Email submissions to Feedback@SarasotaDems.com 
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I am very excited by the slate of 
candidates that the Club’s 
Nominating Committee has 
proposed. Thank you to the 
members of the Nominating 
Committee. 

An even bigger thank you to 
those members who have 
agreed to stand for election as 
officers and directors on the Club 
Board! 

Many of you know that I have served as President of the 
Democratic Club of Sarasota for the last four years. I am 
very proud of what we have created during that time. 

· We have worked hard to elect Democrats to statewide 
office, state house, county offices and city commissions. 

· We have helped to develop a dynamic and progressive 
image of Democrats in our county. 

· Our monthly luncheons provide ample opportunity for 
collegial conversation and to listen to outstanding 
speakers. 

· Like our luncheons, our late summer barbecues and fall 
dinners are well attended. 

· Not to mention that we now have almost 650 paid 
members in our Club! 

These endeavors and others would not have been possible 
without the persistent and dedicated work of our Club 
Boards that provide the leadership and the glue that has 
made our Club successful. Thank you to the members who 
have worked with me over the last four years! 

We have made progress and I am confident that the new 

Board that is elected in February will continue to enhance 
the presence of Democrats in our county. 

I will continue to work with the Club to bring stimulating, 
respected speakers to our luncheons and assist as needed 
in other ways, but my primary efforts will now go into 
chairing the Coordinated Campaign for the Democratic 
Party of Sarasota. It is in this capacity that I hope to help 
turn Sarasota BLUE by electing an outstanding slate of 
Democrats to state and county offices. I hope you will 
continue to work with me in this endeavor by volunteering to 
work on getting out the vote and helping our candidates to 
be the very best they can be. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your 
President for the last four years! 

See you at our February luncheon. 

                           Pat Liebert, President 
                    patliebert@verizon.net or 379-0317 
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Elections for Club Officers and Board will be held on Sat., 
Feb. 9. Club members are urged to attend and vote. 

Elections require a quorum of 20% of the voting 
membership to be present. Our bylaws prohibit absentee 
ballots and proxies, but you can still help us meet the 
quorum requirement. 

If you can not attend the luncheon, we encourage you to 
stop by our Club's Membership table at the Sarasota Yacht 
Club between 11:00 am and 12 noon to sign in and vote. 

In accordance with the Bylaws, the Nominating Committee, 
chaired by Club Vice President Herman (Bo) Bell, has 
proposed a candidate for each open position. They are: 

· President: Nancy Feehan 
· Vice President: David Shapiro 
· Treasurer: Elaine Foster 
· Corresponding Secretary: Tom Cook 
· Recording Secretary: Kate Brady 

Board Postions: 

· William “Bill” Coleman 
· JoAnne DeVries 
· Wendy Grassi 
· Art Levin 
· Jean Russell 

Brief bios of each nominee start on page 5. 

Nominations from the floor will be in order at the meeting. 
Anyone nominated from the floor must be present and 
agree to serve if elected. 
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The Democratic Club of Sarasota will have a booth 
at the festival. We need volunteers at the booth to 
help our candidates get their petitions signed and to 
get new members for our Club. 

For more information or to volunteer, contact Pat 
Liebert at PatLiebert@verizon.net. 
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Your membership co-chairmen have 5 grandchildren and 
another child whom we treat like a grandchild making 
Christmas shopping a big chore.  

In prior years, we would make several trips to the stores, 
spend hours making selections, and stand in line to pay for 
our purchases. Then we would bring our purchases home, 
wrap them, scrounge around for boxes and mail them to 
each household. For busy people who volunteer a lot of 
time to the Democratic Club, this Christmas chore, although 
not unpleasant, took numerous hours over a period of 
several days.  

So this year, we moved into the 21st century. We shopped 
online at Amazon.com. We chose our gifts and had them 
shipped directly to our kids. And we did it in one afternoon. 
Admittedly, we did have to wrap them before presenting the 
gifts to the grandkids. But we could have let the good elves 
at Amazon wrap them if we had chosen to. 

That’s a nice story you say, but what does it have to do with 
membership in the Democratic Club? 

Just this. You can join or renew your membership online. No 
waiting in line at the membership table at the luncheons. 

· You go to www.sarasotadems.com on your computer. 

· When our website comes up, click on Get Involved and 
select Join the Club. The application form will come up. 

· Type in the necessary information. At the bottom of the 
form, you will be given the choice of sending in a check 
or paying online with PayPal. 

· Of course, if you have never used PayPal before you 
will have to establish an account. It only takes a couple 
of minutes and it is free. You will be able to use the 
account for any online purchases, not just the Club. 

· You will not have to bother with purchasing a stamp and 
mailing in a check. 

For questions about joining the club online or any other 
membership questions, contact Gerry or Mary Preston at 
341-9713 or gpreston24@comcast.net. 

Everything Online�

New Club Members and Friends in December 

John E. Clay, Wendy W. Davis,  
Adrienne Feltman, Howard Feltman,  
Joan Froede, Baerbel Kavanaugh,  
Carole Malone, Margery Mayock,  
Samantha Nagel, Ashley Rose Park,  
Katherine R. Porter, Ramon "Ray" Porter,  
Lois Seiden, Linda Kammire Tiffan 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

� I am registered as a Democrat in Florida. 

� I am a Democrat but am registered in a state 
other than Florida, and I would like to become a 
Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota. 

Enclosed is a check for $ _________ for a term of 
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $150 

_______        ____________________________  
Date                                        Signed 

Name  _________________________________  

Address  ________________________________  

City/Zip  _______________________________  

Phone  _________________________________  

E-mail  _________________________________  

� Please contact me about volunteering. 

Send to:     Democratic Club of Sarasota 
                  Membership Committee 
                  PO Box 51076 
                  Sarasota, FL 34232-0329 

Letter to the Editor 

������7�����������#��������
Dear Editor, 

There is far too much modesty at the Democratic 
Club Lunch. 

That is, when people are introduced in the audience 
as, say, a committee head, or a member of a task 
force, they tend to half-rise from the chair, wave to 
their own ear for a nanosecond, and collapse back in 
their chair. 

I think this is a demonstration of modesty, and I want 
it stopped! 

If you are introduced, please stand up all the way and 
wave like you're signaling your limo on the next block. 
This will help me see you clearly, so I can find you 
after the meeting. 

Meigs Glidewell 
mg@glidewell.net 
927-5665 
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Nancy Feehan for President:  Before “retiring” to Florida in 
1993, Nancy served as Assistant Attorney General in 
Maine and practiced primarily Criminal Defense in New 
York. In Sarasota, she has been involved with 
community organizations such as SCOPE and the 
Sarasota County Civic League, assisted in political 
campaigns and served on the county's Commission on 
the Status of Women. Additionally, she works as a 
Guardian ad Litem, representing abused and neglected 
children in the 12th Judicial Circuit and serves on the 
Board of its financial arm, The Children's Guardian 
Fund. She has been on the Democratic Club’s Board as 
Recording Secretary since March, 2007. Nancy lives in 
Osprey with her two teenagers. 

David Shapiro for Vice President:  An attorney in private 
practice, David ran a very close race in 2006 for the 
State House District 70, almost defeating the 
Republican candidate. Currently on the Board of the 
Sarasota County Civic League, he lives in Sarasota 
County with his wife Robin and three children. David 
has served on the Democratic Club’s Board for the last 
year. 

Elaine Foster for Treasurer:  Elaine was a Corporate 
Accountant and Senior Tax Accountant at various major 
corporations for over 20 years before moving to 
Sarasota in 1999 where she continued her work in 
corporate income tax. She is a CPA in the state of 
Missouri and a Florida Notary Public. Now retired, she 
directs her organizational and accounting skills toward 
her passion for Democratic politics. She has served on 
the Board of the Sarasota Democratic Club for 2 years 
as co-chair of reservations. She has been a Campaign 
Treasurer; currently she serves in that capacity for 
Sarasota Alliance for Fair Elections (SAFE). Elaine is an 
associate member of the Democratic Executive 
Committee of Sarasota County. 

Tom Cook for Corresponding Secretary:  Before moving 
to Sarasota full time in 2004, Tom worked for a national 
computer consulting firm in Maryland, where he was 
contracted to NASA to write their software. Since 
“retiring” to Florida, Tom now volunteers two days a 
week in the Red Tide Laboratory at Mote Marine 
Laboratory, and currently writes the Calendar of Events 
section of FOCUS. In addition, he is very involved with 
his church in Sarasota. Tom lives in Sarasota County 
with his wife, Kathy. 

Kate Brady for Recording Secretary:  After college, Kate 
began a career in the residential construction industry in 
San Francisco. Moving to Sarasota in 2002, she took a 
job managing a decorative plumbing showroom for a 
national wholesale firm and continues to work there. 
She has served on the Board of the UU Church of 
Sarasota, the Tradeshow Committee for HBA Manatee, 
is an active member of the Decorative Plumbing and 
Hardware Association and produces the Program of 
Events distributed at the Democratic Club luncheons. 

Nominees for Board Positions 

Bill Coleman:  Bill has held leadership positions in both the 
corporate and nonprofit worlds. He followed several 
years in social services — on Military Installations and 
eventually as Executive Director of a Community 
Center — with 38 years at RCA and at Bradlee's in a 
variety of management positions in the Boston area. Bill 
and his wife, Audrey, retired to Sarasota seven years 
ago and serve on several boards. 

JoAnne DeVries:  JoAnne has over twenty-five years of 
experience and been active in community service for 
non-profit organizations in Sarasota County. She has 
served on the Board of the Sarasota Ballet of Florida, 
and has been its president. She currently serves on the 
Board of Take Stock in Children of Sarasota County, a 
mentoring program for low income children and is the 
Membership Chair for the Democratic Executive 
Committee of Sarasota County. JoAnne lives in 
downtown Sarasota. 

Wendy Sears Grassi:  Wendy began her political career in 
the office of Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and 
went with him to New York when he ran for the Senate. 
In the ’60s and ’70s she worked in media relations for 
the New York Democratic State Committee and 
subsequently joined the staff of Mayor John Lindsay 
after he became a Democrat. She worked in the Clinton 
Administration for the AmeriCorps program before 
moving to Sarasota in 1996. Since then she has been 
Director of Public Affairs for Planned Parenthood of 
Southwest and Central Florida and been active in 
Democratic Party organizing. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 7) 
19 Feb. (Tue) NOW Sarasota-Manatee Chapter 

National Organization for Women meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30–8:00 pm at Selby Library 
(upstairs room) to discuss political and social issues of 
interest to feminists. All are welcome. Info: 726-6623 

21 Feb. (Thur) SE Manatee County Democratic Club 
Luncheon meeting at 11:30 am features Raymond 
Kaiser, Renewable and Sustainable Energy Expert 
whose topic is “Global Warming and Energy Policy” at 
Peridia Golf and Country Club, 4950 Peridia Blvd. E. (off 
of S.R. 70.) Cost: $15. Reservations due by Feb. 16 to 
Mary Duda at 708-0713 or mcmduda@aol.com 

23 Feb. (Sat): Venice Democratic Club 
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall, 
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing. 
No charge. Refreshments served. Meeting at 1:00 pm. 
Info: http://www.venicedemocrats.org or 408-9323 

25 Feb. (Mon): Manatee-Sarasota Democratic Black 
Caucus 
Meets on the 4th Monday of every month at the North 
Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd (corner of MLK) 
at 5 pm. Info: 755-5167 or lharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com 

26 Feb. (Tue): Manatee Democratic Executive 
Committee (DEC) 
Meets on the 4th Tuesday at Manatee Central Library, 
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm.  
Info: 761-8385 or chair@manateedemocrats.com 

 2 Mar. (Sun): Kennedy-King Dinner Gala  
Florida CFO Alex Sink is the featured speaker at the 
Sarasota Democratic Party’s annual fundraising dinner 
at Michael’s On East. Social Hour 6:00; Dinner at 7:00 
pm. Cost: $100 per person. Info & Reservations: 
headquarters@sarasotadems.org or 330-9400 

18 Mar (Tue): FORUM 2008: Washington Week in 
Review 
Pulitzer Prize winner Jack Nelson, former White House 
reporter, Washington bureau chief for the Los Angeles 
Times and author, moderates a panel of nationally-
acclaimed journalists and PBS TV’s Washington Week 
regulars in a no-holds barred look at the 2008 
Presidential election. 7:30 pm, Sudakoff Center, New 
College Campus. Tickets: Members $15 per ticket; Non-
members $20. See Feb 6 for info on purchasing tickets. 

15-17 May (Thur-Fri): Democratic Black Caucus of 
Florida Annual Spring Convention 
Will be held at the Sarasota Hyatt Hotel. Info: http://
www.democraticblackcaucusfl.org 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Secrets 
Some secrecy is all right. After all, some amount is 
necessary for survival. Secrecy becomes problematical, Bok 
suggests, when it conceals crimes and when it prevents 
feedback which might end corruption. Self-deception and 
denial are related problems inasmuch as they prevent 
people from questioning and correcting their own behavior. 

Silence 
Silence is not lying and not necessarily secrecy, but a failure 
to reveal information. We don’t owe it to people to tell the 
whole truth, but if people don’t get information, they can’t 
take action to correct a problem. 

Bok presented President Woodrow Wilson’s actions during 
the 1918 Flu Pandemic as an example of silence. Wilson 
surmised that army recruitment for World War I would drop 
if the public were aware of the pandemic. So he did not 
make information about the pandemic generally available. 
Did this silence cost millions of lives? Did Wilson make the 
right decision? 

Bok emphasized that our need for information is critical. “If 
we, as citizens, don’t have the information we need to make 
decisions, we have no power at all.” 

Meet the Nominees for the Club Board�
(Continued from page 5) 
Art Levin:  Art is a retired IBM computer scientist and 

manager whose service culminated in 4 years as a 
consultant to the legal and industrial relations 
departments in IBM's European HQ in Paris, France. He 
is a former chair of the Democratic Party in Pleasant 
Valley, NY and a 12-year Democratic Councilman and 
Deputy Supervisor there. Art is also a former editor and 
publisher of the Pleasant Valley Voice newspaper. 
Currently, his wine column appears biweekly in 8 
newspapers in New York State and, locally, in the 
Pelican Press and on www.pelicanpress.org. Art resides 
with his wife, Marcella, at One Watergate where he is 
Director and Treasurer of the condo’s association. 

Jean G. Russell: Jean has been in the investment industry 
for over thirty years and has held positions ranging from 
Hedge Fund Manager to director of Institutional 
Investments for major bank trust departments. She 
started her own consulting firm here in Sarasota ten 
years ago but is now “semi-retired.” In each of the cities 
she has lived, she has been on the boards of non-profit 
organizations serving as president as well as chairing 
various committees and as a program volunteer. She 
hails from New York City and has lived in Florida for the 
past twenty-two years. 



FOCUS                                                 Democratic Club of Sarasota                                                         Page 7 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event 
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event. 

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com. 

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS 

 9 Feb. (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon  
State Representative Keith Fitzgerald will speak at the 
Sarasota Yacht Club. Social hour at 11:30 and lunch at 
noon. Cost: $20 for members; $25 for non-members. 
Reservations: due by Feb. 6, via voice mail to 379-9233 
or email: reserve@sarasotadems.com. 

19 Feb. (Tues): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues 
Discussion 
A political commentary DVD, titled “God Grew Tired of 
Us: the Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan” will be shown 
at the Fruitville Library meeting room from 1:15-3:00 
pm. The DVD explores the indomitable spirit of three 
“Lost Boys” from the Sudan who leave their homeland, 
triumph over seemingly insurmountable adversities and 
move to America, where they build active and fulfilling 
new lives but remain deeply committed to helping the 
friends and family they have left behind. 

 8 Mar. (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon  
Dr. Kenneth Edelin, a national leader in Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America and Chair of the 
PPFA board of directors from 1989 to 1992, will speak 
at the Sarasota Yacht Club. Dr. Edelin also served on 
both the New England and national boards of the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund and chaired 
the Committee on Health Care for Underserved Women 
of the American College of Obstetrics. Social hour at 
11:30 and lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for members; $25 
for non-members. Reservations: due by March 5, via 
voice mail to 379-9233 or reserve@sarasotadems.com 

 9 Mar. (Sun): Democratic Club Booth at the  
Festival of Jewish Food 2008  
Members needed to staff our booth. Info: see page 3 

OTHER EVENTS 

       Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetups 
Info: visit http://democrat.meetup.com or call Henry 
Raines at 792-2073. 

6 Feb (Wed): FORUM 2008: Jan Crawford Greenburg 
Author of Supreme Conflict: The Inside Story of the 
Struggle to Control the United States Supreme Court 
will speak at 7:30 pm, Holley Hall, 709 N. Tamiami Trail. 
Tickets: Forum Members: One ticket $20 (includes one 
book), Two tickets $35 (one book). Tickets to all 
FORUM events may be purchased online with a credit 

card at www.forumtruth.org, or with cash or checks at 
Sarasota News & Books, 1341 Main St, Sarasota  
(941-365-6332) 

11 Feb. (Mon): Marina Jack Sunset Dinner Cruise 
Help turn Sarasota County Blue with socializing and 
politicizing! Boarding begins at 5:30 pm. Cruise starts at 
6:30 pm sharp! $100 per person. Info and reservations: 
320-8825 or cruise@sarasotadems.org 

12 Feb. (Tue) Longboat Key Democratic Club 
Dr. Susan McManus will talk on “Looking Forward 2008” 
at the monthly luncheon to be held at the Longboat Key 
Club Harbourside Dining Room. 11:30, Social; 12:00 
noon, Lunch. Reservations: send check for $23 per 
person to Longboat Key Democratic Club, PO Box 
8025, Longboat Key, FL 34228. Indicate if vegetarian 
lunch desired. Info & reservations: Jane Albaum  
387-4362 or Marvin Morse 383-4707 

13 Feb. (Wed): Sarasota County Democratic Executive  
Committee (DECSC) 
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30 pm at Waldemere 
Fire Station, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 2070 
Waldemere St. between East Ave. and US 41. You do 
not need to be a member of the D.E.C. to attend.  
Info: 330-9400 

16 Feb. (Sat): Democratic Club of Englewood 
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the Elsie 
Quirk Library, 100 W Dearborn in Englewood (Upstairs 
Auditorium) from 10:30 am to noon. Election of officers 
will be held. Info: Rosemary Hagen 941-475-4432 or 
hahablair@comcast.net 

18 Feb. (Mon): Village Walk Democratic Association 
The documentary “King Corn: You Are What You Eat” 
will be shown at 7:00 pm in the Town Center. King Corn 
is a feature documentary about two friends, one acre of 
corn, and the subsidized crop that drives the Fast-Food-
Nation. All are welcome. 

18 Feb. (Mon): North Port Democratic Club 
Meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at the George 
Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd (off 
Sumter Blvd., Exit 182) at 7 to 8:45 pm. Info: 426-1617, 
northportdems@aol.com or  
http://www.northportdemocrats.org 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Call:      379-9233 

Email:   reserve@sarasotadems.com 
 
Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation. 
If no reply, please re-send. 
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���     No Substitutions     ���  

· Chicken Piccata w/chef's choice of sides 

· Meatless Cobb Salad 

Dessert: Napoleon 

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon 
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Wednesday evening, February 6 

��������
��������
��������
��������
� ���
Reservations made after the deadline will be charged 

$25, if accepted. 

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated. 

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed. 

February Luncheon Meeting 
featuring 

State Rep. Keith Fitzgerald 
“Florida: A State of Denial” 

Saturday, February 9, 2008 

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program 
(check-in opens at 11:00) 

Members: $20 
Non-Members $25 

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and  
show last names of everyone included in the check) 

 
Sarasota Yacht Club 

1100 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 
 

Travel Directions: 

Take the Ringling Bridge from Downtown Sarasota. Stay in the left 
lane. Drive over the bridge and past the traffic light for Bird Key. At 
the next opening, turn left into the Sarasota Yacht Club parking lot. 
(If you miss this turn, you can make a U-turn at the next break in the 
median, which is for Plymouth Harbor.) 

Club 
Elections on 
February 9  


