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Do you know why we have the 5 county commissioners
and 5 constitutional officers we have today? Has it always
been that way? Is it different from where you grew up? Do
you know what your Tax Collector does?

This is your chance to learn some interesting things about
your County and the Sunshine State as well as Tax
Collector Barbara Ford-Coates, our luncheon speaker on
August 9.

Ford-Coates began volunteering as a Sarasota County
Democrat during the 1972 McGovern campaign. She
joined the Tax Collector's office in 1975 and was
appointed by Gov. Bob Graham on May 1, 1984 when her
predecessor, Rebecca Eger (D), resigned. Her first
campaign meeting was May 2 and on May 3 she had two
Republican opponents. Running a grass roots campaign,
she won that race. In 1988 and 1992, she was re-elected
with the highest vote count of any candidate (local, state
or federal) on the Sarasota County ballot. She was re-
elected in 1996, 2000 and 2004 without opposition. This
year, she has a Republican opponent.

Barbara Ford-Coates, Sarasota County Tax Collector

A native of Virginia, Mrs. Ford-Coates holds a bachelor's
degree in American History from the College of William
and Mary and is the only elected official in Sarasota
County who has earned the national designation of
Certified Public Manager through Florida State University.

She was appointed by the late Gov. Lawton Chiles to the
1998 Florida Constitution Revision Commission where she
received the Chairman’s Award for her successful efforts
to provide information to the public about the revisions on
the 1998 ballot.

Married to Brian Ford-Coates since 1972, their extended
family includes seven daughters, three sons-in-law, and
nine grandchildren.

Please join us on Sat., Aug. 9 at Laurel Oak Country Club
for an interesting and entertaining luncheon program.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Laurel Oak Country Club .
Drinks will be available for sale at a bar near the luncheon
meeting room.

Columnist Mary Catherine Coolidge,
better known to Pelican Press
readers as the “Reality Chick,” spoke
about her abruptly-ended career at
that local paper to some 150 July
luncheon attendees. Like her
columns, which covered topics as
diverse as “bad hair days, bad dates,
bad Presidents and bad Ilaws,”
Coolidge’s talk brought forth both
chuckles and cries of outrage.

Coolidge read snippets from the
columns, which are collected in her
new book, Sideways in Sarasota.
Reader response — ranging from e-
mails and Letters to the Editor to
hang-up phone calls to her home at
night — was greatest when Coolidge

tackled topics like economic disparity
in Sarasota, same sex marriage,
racial politics and Barack Obama.

Clearly, there are things that Sarasota
doesn’t want to read about. Coolidge
surprised many in the audience when
she revealed the extent to which local
editors and publishers help Sarasota
readers maintain a narrow world view.

At the same time that local media
were building events around Syesha
Mercado, the young black Booker
High School graduate competing on
the television show American Idol,
filmmaker Spike Lee was the Ringling
College Library Association’'s Town

(Continued on page 4)
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What do we include in the newsletter?

Democrats have a lot to sayand the Board encourages club members
say it with articles or letters to the editor farmewsletter!
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing vilis dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies ane@edures:

Articles and letters to the editor from club mensbeill be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priositie

1. Local information of immediate importance to claembers

2. Articles or letters from members who have notten recently

3. Articles or letters relating to state issues.

4. Articles or letters relating to national issues.

Due to limited space, articles and letters shoelaviitten as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once sigioinmnay be
edited. Letters to the editor should contain ster@sof proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissions to Feedback@ SarasotaDems.com
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President George W. Bush
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Email: president@whitehouse.gov

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
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716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Vern Buchanan (contested)
United States Representative

1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard

202-456-1111
202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
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http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL: 941-951-6643
http://buchanan.house.gov/contact
DC FAX: 202-226-0828

800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day
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210 House Office Building
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Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

House District 69

Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

House District 70

Doug Holder, State Rep.
8486 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953

House District 71

Michael Grant, State Rep.
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952
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FAX 850-487-0801
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
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www.myfloridahouse.gov

Democratic Party of Sarasota County

HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-9400
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Greetings Sarasota Democrats!

It's hard to believe that summer is already winding down. |
feel like it has only just begun.

In a few short weeks, I'll be taking Brian and his worldly
possessions to college for his Freshman year. I'm excited
for him, but melancholy about the void his sister and | will
feel at home. I'm truly blessed to have two terrific teenagers.
(And no, “terrific teenager” is not an oxymoron.) Cassie will
soon be back into a routine with her Pine View schedule,
activities and friends, so | guess the answer for me is to
spend even more time helping elect Democrats!

| think the staff at Laurel Oak Country Club did an
outstanding job for our July luncheon. The setting was
beautiful, we had a private bar and check-in area, the food
was delicious and parking plentiful! Our speaker, M.C.
Coolidge asked me to pass on her gratitude for your warm
welcome and a special thanks to all who bought her book.

This month, I'm looking forward to hearing Barbara Ford-
Coates, a noted historian as well as Sarasota County’'s Tax
Collector, speak on Florida History — how we came to have
our county government and locally elected Constitutional
offices. | often hear praise for her presentation followed by,
“Why haven't we gotten her to speak to the Club?” Well...
now we have.

Volunteers Needed

The Democratic Club of Sarasota has volunteer
opportunities for our Membership Committee. This would
involve signing up new members and sending out renewal
notices. Please contact me or Mary and Gerry Preston at
gpreston24@comcast.net if you are interested.

Our Club, together with the Longboat Key Democratic Club,
will be renting a booth at the Puerto Rican International
Expo as part of our continuing outreach efforts. The Expo is
on Sat.,, Aug. 30 from 11:00 am until midnight at the
Sarasota Municipal Auditorium. Please contact Board
Member JoAnne DeVries at jdvl1257@aol.com if you are
interested in helping out.

Save The Date

Plans are being made to have a local “Nominating Night”
party August 30, the last night of the Democratic National
Convention. This would be similar to the “Super Tuesday”
party held last winter at Buffalo Wild Wings when local
Democrats gathered to watch the speeches and feel part of
the action. Stay tuned for details.

| look forward to seeing you at these and other Party and
Candidate events.

As always, thanks for all you do as Democrats.

Do you use e-mail? Does the Democratic Club
have your current e-mail address?

If you receive an e-mail from the Club every
month reminding you to make a reservation for
the upcoming luncheon, we have your correct e-
mail address.

Otherwise, we don’t. And you may be missing
some important information.

There’s another reason we need your e-mail
address. Currently, several dozen volunteers
telephone members each month reminding them
of the upcoming luncheon. Instead of calling
about luncheons, many of these volunteers could
be helping to elect Demaocrats in November. In
addition to campaign volunteers, Democratic
Club members are needed to help with the club’s
Annual Fall Fundraising Dinner.

To update your e-mail address, please send a
message to our membership co-chairs at
gpreston24@comcast.net and they’ll make sure
your correct e-mail address gets added to the
distribution list.

Page .
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We must be in the summer doldrums.

Have you noticed the last two months that our list of new
members has been very short? Take a look at the June list
at the end of this month’s membership article. There are
only six names.

We are certainly glad to have these new members and
welcome them to our really great organization. But, we
cannot afford to continue at this rate. As in all organizations,
there are a certain number of members who do not renew
for a variety of reasons. Just to keep the status quo, we
need more than six new members each month.

But as you know, our goal is not just to keep the status quo
but to keep our membership growing.

Don't let the summer heat and humidity slow down your
efforts. Continue to bring in those new members and/or
renew your membership today.

Remember our free lunch program: Bring a guest to a
luncheon. If your guest joins the Club on that day, your
lunch is free.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.
| am a Democrat but am registered in a state

Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $

for a term of
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $1501

Date Signed

Name

Address

City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee

PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Send to:
1

1

1

1

1

This will help to keep our membership growing and
contribute to a healthy and vital Democratic Party in the
Sarasota area.

For questions about your renewal or information about new
membership, contact Gerry or Mary Preston at 341-9713 or
gpreston24@comcast.net.

New Club Members and Friends in June

Mary Byrd, Kamlesh Chainani, Judith Hall,
Selma Jacobs, Izetta Lindsey, Shirley Shaw

other than Florida, and | would like to become:a

(Continued from page 1)

Hall speaker. The freelance Coolidge was surprised to
discover, first, that she was the only local journalist at Lee’s
press conference and, second, that none of the local editors
were interested in publishing her interview. Instead, she
recounted the incident in her Reality Chick column,
“Sarasota Is Not A Spike Lee Joint,” suggesting that
Sarasota didn’t ignore Lee “because of the color of his skin,
but because of the color of his politics.”

Color and politics were central to the column which led her
to end her association with the Pelican Press. When the
controversy surrounding Rev. Jeremiah Wright began over
sound bites taken from a few of his sermons, Coolidge
decided to watch the entire sermons to see the sound bites
in context. After the resulting column, “Was Wright So
Wrong?,” hit the stands, Coolidge was called a “disloyal
American” and a few prominent Pelican Press advertisers
called for her to be “muzzled.” Rather than agree to new
restrictions on her content, Coolidge ended her column.

During the Q&A, Coolidge was asked who those advertisers
were. She chose not to name them, saying that she
believes they have the right not to advertise if they disagree
with the paper’s content. Instead, Coolidge’s dispute is with
how the Pelican Press handled the situation.

FOC
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The “Party of Lincoln” must have realized that some black
voters are asking, “But what have you done for me lately?”
As recently reported by the Associated Press, the National
Black Republican Association, under the leadership of
Sarasota's Frances Rice, is still erecting billboards and
sending e-mails claiming that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
a Republican.

| realize that these black Republicans are conservative, but
updating their argument only one hundred years — from
1863 to 19637 This is 2008, and the past 45 years have
brought the most change in Civil Rights in this country’'s
history. That's what black voters should be focused on.

While the Republicans are claiming the man with the
Dream, Democrats are rallying around a man who is turning
that dream into a Reality — Barack Obama.

Nevertheless, the Black Republicans’ argument is an
effective one. It contains just enough accurate historical
information to prompt the recipient of the message to accept
its conclusions. But the history of the last 45 years proves
their information to be irrelevant and their conclusions
inaccurate.

What are their claims?

Abraham Lincoln, a Republican, freed the slaves in
1863

The Ku Klux Klan was founded in 1865 to terrorize
blacks and other Republicans

Republicans founded the Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (during Reconstruction)

Martin Luther King voted for Eisenhower in 1956

The people who attacked Civil Rights demonstrators in
the 1960’s were Democrats

! ! #$ % &
% & ! " "
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These facts are not disputed. One historical fact the black
Republicans left out, however, is the 1876 Presidential
Election. Although Democrat Samuel Tilden won the
popular vote, Republican Rutherford B. Hayes promised to
withdraw federal troops from the former Confederate states,
thereby ending Reconstruction and the brief period of civil
rights for black Americans, in exchange for the electoral
votes from Florida, Louisiana and South Carolina. So, it was
a Republican President who ended Reconstruction and set
back civil rights for close to 90 years.

The other connection to King that black Republicans claim
is agreement on the issues of strong families, personal
responsibility, education and economic self-sufficiency. In a
2006 article, journalist Earl Ofari Hutchinson suggested that
black conservatives have pulled passages from King's
speeches and writings that support the Republican
message. “In countless speeches in the 1950s, he mingled
the demand for civil rights, voting rights and the government
clampdown on racial violence with a forceful call for blacks
to practice thrift and self-help. King realized that government
programs meant little if fathers weren’t in the home, and he
railed against the peril of family breakdown.”

What is the truth?

Martin Luther King supported whichever political pa
would give black Americans their rights. After 1964
Party was the Democratic Party.

In his autobiography, An Easy Burden: The Civil Rights
Movement and the Transformation of America, Andrew
Young says SCLC’s voter registration goal “was to build
participation in the two-party system. Before the election of
John Kennedy to the presidency [in 1960], many black
voters were registered Republicans. In the South,
Democrats were largely Dixiecrats and Boll Weevils who
defended segregation and white supremacy.”

rty
, that

Both Young and King voted for the Republican, Eisenhower,
in the 1956 presidential election and Young attributes
Eisenhower’s win in Georgia to their voter registration
efforts. Why Eisenhower? “The best civil rights judges in the
South were Eisenhower appointees,” he writes. “These
judges are among the many unsung heroes of the civil
rights movement.”

By 1964, the picture had changed. Democratic President
Lyndon Johnson had just signed the bipartisan Civil Rights
Act called for by John Kennedy shortly before he was
assassinated. Young and King, who attended the
Democratic National Convention that year as guests of
Hubert Humphrey, believed the presidential election would
be a referendum on civil rights. They worked strenuously to
get out the black vote for Johnson, because they “saw
[Republican nominee] Goldwater as attempting to turn the

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
clock backward and erase all the gains of the civil rights
movement.” Meanwhile, “Southern Democrats the
‘Dixiecrats’ known to be segregationists — were flocking to
his bandwagon and changing parties.”

Despite this, Young says, civil rights leaders “were in no
way committed to registering only Democrats; rather, we
were encouraging blacks to make their vote count for the
candidate who would act most on our behalf, whatever party
that candidate belongs to.” Young tells of lobbying for
Senate passage of the Voting Rights Act. Meeting with
moderate Republican Howard Baker's legislative aide,
Lamar Alexander, Young urged, “Don’'t oppose the voting
rights bill because you think it will register black Democrats.
Many of us voted for Eisenhower in 1956 and we can be
persuaded to vote Republican again.” Young says Baker's
office never followed up on that conversation.

Many Democrats who opposed Civil Rights became
Republicans

Young continues, “As Democrats moved away from racially
divisive politics... the Republican Party embraced race
baiting as a way to win elections. The Dixiecrats fleeing a
Democratic Party that stood for racial justice and equality, at
least in principle, were welcomed by the Republicans.”
Prominent politicians who switched from Democrat to
Republican include Strom Thurmond, who ran for President
in 1948 under a segregationist banner (switched in 1964),
and Jesse Helms, whose Senate filibuster attempted to
prevent Martin Luther King's birthday from becoming a
national holiday (switched in 1970).

Democrats are leaders in many of the issues Black
Republicans advocate

Economic self-sufficiency, education, personal
responsibility, and strong families are four key issues cited
in the black Republicans’ literature. In his speech at the
NAACP convention this summer, Barack Obama stressed
these issues.

“What this election is all about is the responsibilities we all
share for the future we hold in common. It's about each and
every one of us doing our part to build that more perfect
union.”

“...America is better off when the well-being of American
business and the American people are aligned. Our CEOs
have to recognize that they have a responsibility not just to
grow their profit margins, but to be fair to their workers, and
honest to their shareholders and to help strengthen our
economy as a whole. ...This election is about the
responsibilities that Washington has — responsibilities that
start with restoring fairness to our economy by making sure
that the playing field isn't tilted to benefit the special
interests at the expense of ordinary Americans; and that
we're rewarding not just wealth, but the work and workers
who create it.”

“...We'll make sure that every child in this country gets a
world-class education from the day they're born until the day
they graduate from college. ... We need to fix and improve
our public schools, not throw our hands up and walk away
from them. We need to uphold the ideal of public education,
but we also need reform. ... Because as the NAACP knows
better than anyone, the fight for social justice and economic
justice begins in the classroom.”

“...We also have to demand more from ourselves. ... |
believe that in the end, it doesn’t matter how much money
we invest in our communities, or how many 10-point plans
we propose, or how many government programs we
launch — none of it will make any difference if we don’t
seize more responsibility in our own lives. That's how we’ll
truly honor those who came before us.”

“...If we're serious about reclaiming that dream, we have to
do more in our own lives, our own families, and our own
communities. ... It starts by being good neighbors and good
citizens who are willing to volunteer in our communities —
and to help our synagogues and churches and community
centers feed the hungry and care for the elderly. We all
have to do our part.”

Not all Republicans embrace Martin Luther King and his
message

According to Wikipedia, Senator Jesse Helms led the
opposition to making King's birthday a national holiday. He
guestioned whether King was important enough to receive
such an honor. Ronald Reagan also opposed the holiday,
recanting only after Congress passed the bill with an
overwhelming veto-proof majority.

John McCain opposed the holiday's creation, but has
admitted his mistake since becoming the presumed
Republican presidential nominee. A Democratic Party
spokeswoman responded, “McCain should be honest about
his full record of opposing the federal holiday, opposing a
state holiday four years later, using divisive language to
defend himself, and voting to cut off funding for the
commission working to promote the King holiday as recently
as 1994.”

FOC
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

9 Aug (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Barbara Ford-Coates, Sarasota County Tax Collector,
will be the featured speaker at the Democratic Club of
Sarasota luncheon at the Laurel Oak Country Club.
Social hour at 11:30 am with lunch at noon. Cost: $20
for members; $25 for non-members. Reservations due
by Wed., Aug. 6 by voice mail to 379-9233 or email
reserve@sarasotadems.com

OTHER EVENTS

Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup
Info: visit http://democrat.meetup.com or call Henry
Raines at 792-2073 or 408-9323

13 Aug (Wed): Sarasota County Democratic Party
(DECSC)
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30-9:00 pm at
Waldemere Fire Station, 2nd Floor Conference Room,
2070 Waldemere St. between East Ave. and US 41.
Social Hour at 7:00 pm. You do not need to be a
member of the D.E.C. to attend. Info: 330-9400 or email
info@sarasotadems.org

16 Aug (Sat): Democratic Club of Englewood
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of the month at the Elsie
Quirk Library, 100 W Dearborn, Englewood (Upstairs
Auditorium) from 10:30 am to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie
Harrison at choctaw1962@aol.com or 474-1551

18 Aug (Mon): North Port Democratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Monday of the month at the George
Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd (off
Sumter Blvd., Exit 182) at 7:00-8:45 pm.
Info: 587-6244, northportdems@aol.com or
http://www.northportdemocrats.org

21 Aug (Thur): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats
Hosts a Membership Event at Ceviche Tapas Bar and
Restaurant, 1216 1st Street, Sarasota at 5:30-7:30 pm.
Free food and a cash bar. New, returning and affiliate
members are encouraged to attend!
RSVP: srqyoungdems@gmail.com
Info: http://srqyoungdems.com

23 Aug (Sat): Venice Democratic Club
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall,
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing,
meeting at 1:00 pm. No charge. Refreshments served.
Info: http://www.venicedemocrats.org or 492-5965

25 Aug (Mon): Manatee/Sarasota Democratic Black
Caucus
Meets on the 4th Monday of the month at the North
Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd. (corner of MLK),
Sarasota at 6:00 pm.
Info: 755-5167 or lharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com

26 Aug (Tue): Manatee Democratic Executive
Committee (DEC)
Meets on the 4th Tuesday at Manatee Central Library,
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm. Info:
761-8385, http://www.manateedemocrats.com/ or
chair@manateedemocrats.com

29 Aug (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
Monthly “Pizza and Politics” event will start at 7:00 pm
for pizza at Gianni’'s Pizza, 212 South Tamiami Trail,
Venice. Meet Democratic candidates and fellow
Democrats to discuss our issues. After dinner, meet at
Tavern on the Island (T.O.T.l.), 127 Tampa Ave. East
to continue the discussion of politics and recruit new
memberships from the GLBT community! Info: http://
www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org or 953-8484

30 Aug (Sat): Puerto Rican International Expo
Enjoy the international sponsors, international foods,
vendors, dancing, door prizes, and live music at the
Sarasota Municipal Auditorium, 801 N Tamiami Trall,
Sarasota from 11:00 am to midnight. Info: 966-2820

13 Sept (Sat): Village Walk Democratic Association
Voters in Precincts 78, 126, 128, and 131 are invited to
attend an “All Out Breakfast” to meet-and-greet six
Democratic candidates for national, state, and local
offices: Christine Jennings, Morgan Bentley, Sam
Rosenfeld, Adam Tebrugge, Jono Miller and Barry
Sullivan. The breakfast will be held at the Town Center
of Village Walk, 8109 Honore. Space is limited.
Reservations required: Gene Penner, 925-8928,
lokipenner@comcast.net

18 Sept (Thur): Southeast Manatee County Democratic
Club
Welcomes all to a dinner/meeting at 6:00 pm at Peridia
Golf and Country Club, 4950 Peridia Blvd. E, off SR70
in Bradenton to hear a representative of the Obama
Campaign Staff. Info (incl. cost and menu): Elsa Lentz
at 351-6222
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(941) 379-9233

NEW
Luncheon Venue

Laurel Oak
Country Club

Presort Standar
US Postage
PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions

- Chicken Florentine, rosemary roasted potatoes &
vegetable

- Eggplant Napoleon (layered with grilled vegetables)
Dessert: Brownie a la Mode

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, August 6

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

This Month’s Luncheon Meeting
featuring

Barbara Ford-Coates
Sarasota County Tax Collector

Saturday, August 9, 2008

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Laurel Oak Country Club
2700 Gary Player Blvd., Sarasota
Phone: 378-3608

Travel Directions:

The entrance to Laurel Oaks is on Bee Ridge Road about 2
miles east of I-75 (across from Bent Tree). At the traffic light,
turn left onto Gary Player Blvd. and stop at the guard gate.
Then continue on Gary Player to the Country Club.
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