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Adam Tebrugge, our April luncheon speaker, has been
involved in local criminal justice issues for over twenty
years. He has handled the most complex and difficult
cases this area has to offer, and has gained a reputation
as a true professional. Now he is the Democratic
candidate for the Office of Public Defender, 12" Judicial
Circuit, which covers Sarasota, Manatee and DeSoto
counties.

On Saturday, April 12, Adam will speak to us about the
successes and challenges of Florida's criminal justice
system and what he hopes to accomplish as Public
Defender.

Born in Tampa, Adam came to Sarasota in 1979 when he
entered New College. While there he was awarded a
position in the Governor’s internship program and went to
work for Bob Graham in his press and speechwriting
office. Following his graduation from New College in 1982,
Adam entered the Florida State University College of Law,
where he served as an article-and-notes editor for the law
review, interned with Florida Supreme Court Justice
Raymond Ehrlich, and graduated with high honors in
1984.
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Adam Tebrugge: “Making Justice Work”

Foregoing other job offers, Adam joined the Public
Defender’'s Office in Sarasota. His first significant case
was challenging the “DUlI bumper-sticker” in 1986. He
worked in the felony division from 1987 to 1990, then took
over the defense of most of the homicide cases in the
area. Over the years, Adam has secured acquittals in a
number of serious cases, and has become the public face
of the office with his many media appearances. For over
ten years, Adam helped train capital lawyers throughout
the State of Florida.

A longtime member of the Democratic Club of Sarasota,
Adam is known as an entertaining and engaging speaker.
He typically discusses the history of the Public Defender’s
Office, important developments in the Florida criminal
justice system, capital punishment, and the successes of
Drug Court and Mental Health Court. We look forward to
hearing from him on April 12 at the Sarasota Yacht Club.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Beverage tickets will be on sale at a table near the
luncheon check-in table.

It was a trip down Memory Lane to | Party platform.

the bad old days before Roe v. Wade

| NSIDE

for many of the 150 attendees of the
Democratic Club’s March luncheon
meeting — and a warning of things to
come if we allow the gradual chipping
away of women'’s reproductive rights
to continue.

The speaker was Kenneth Edelin MD.
A past Chairman of the Board of
Planned Parenthood Federation of
America, Edelin is no stranger to
Democratic Party politics. He was a
featured speaker at the 1980
Democratic National Convention
supporting a Pro-Choice plank in the

Although the climax of Edelin’s talk
and his recently-published book,
Broken Justice, was his 1974
indictment for manslaughter in the
death of a fetus as a result of a legal
abortion, Edelin set the stage by
reminding us what women faced in
the decades before the Rowe
decision in 1973. In Boston City
Hospital, where Edelin was a
Resident in OB/GYN, an Abortion and
Sterilization Committee was the final
arbiter on whether a patient could
obtain either of these procedures.
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What do we include in the newsletter?

Democrats have a lot to sayand the Board encourages club members
say it with articles or letters to the editor farmewsletter!
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing vilis dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies ane@edures:

Articles and letters to the editor from club mensbeill be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priositie

1. Local information of immediate importance to claembers

2. Articles or letters from members who have notten recently

3. Articles or letters relating to state issues.

4. Articles or letters relating to national issues.

Due to limited space, articles and letters shoelaviitten as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once sigioinmnay be
edited. Letters to the editor should contain ster@sof proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissions to Feedback@ SarasotaDems.com

Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush
Opinion Phone No.
Email: president@whitehouse.gov

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Vern Buchanan (contested)
United States Representative

1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard

202-456-1111
202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
FAX: 202-228-2183
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL: 941-951-6643
http://buchanan.house.gov/contact
DC FAX: 202-226-0828

800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day

(800) 648-3516 or

(800) 839-5276 or

(877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Charlie Crist
Office of the Governor

The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

Senate District 21

Mike Bennett, State Senator
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90
Bradenton, FL 34210

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

House District 69

Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

House District 70

Doug Holder, State Rep.
8486 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953

House District 71

Michael Grant, State Rep.
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

House District 55

Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.
1302 The Capitol

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

850-488-7146
FAX 850-487-0801
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352
bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

941-727-6447
850-488-6341
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-955-8077
850-488-7754
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-918-4028
850-488-1171
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-613-0914
850-488-0060
www.myfloridahouse.gov

941-708-8570
850-488-0925
www.myfloridahouse.gov

Democratic Party of Sarasota County
HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-9400
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Democratic Club of Sarasota

Greetings!

Your newly-elected Board of
Directors met in March to
discuss ways we can move
forward, as a Club, while
maintaining the traditions that
have made us the strong
organization we are today.
Since our mission is to promote
interest and participation in
Democratic affairs, this
Presidential Election year is the
perfect time to generate
involvement at the local level.

With this in mind, we will be distributing a regular e-calendar
with upcoming events you may want to take part in. This
“information only” calendar will include everything from
community forums to candidate support opportunities. Stay
tuned!

Also discussed was the possibility of forming regional or
neighborhood “committees” within the Democratic Club of
Sarasota, for example, in Palmer Ranch or downtown
Sarasota. We are such a large club that often issues unique
and important to particular areas get short shrift. Perhaps
you would just like to get to know and socialize with other
Democrats in your area. Let me know if you are interested
in spearheading one of these committees.

Thank you to all Club members who attended the Sarasota
Democratic Party’s Kennedy-King dinner, making it a very
successful fundraising event for the Party.

Thanks, also, to all who helped out at the Jewish Food
Festival. We generated a lot of Club and Party interest, and
our candidates were able to speak directly with voters and
obtain those crucial petition signatures. (And a special
thanks to Jeremy for the prime location. No one could
attend the Festival without first walking by our booth!)

Speaking of petitions, March 31% is the deadline for both
Christine Jennings and Adam Tebrugge. As you know,
signing a candidate’s petition is neither a vote nor an
endorsement. So, if you haven't signed one already, please
go to their websites, print one out and send it back to them.
Your effort will help save thousands of dollars in filing fees.

If you find you have a few extra hours to spare, please
consider helping with the House District 55 Special Election.
The Primary will be held on March 25" and the General
Election is on April 15" Call 330-9400 or Vvisit
headquarters@sarasotadems.org or www.srgelections.com
for information.

Also, the Club is looking for a Volunteer Coordinator and
someone to help sell drink tickets at our luncheons. Let me
or another Board Member know if you are interested.

I look forward to seeing you at our April luncheon when we
will kick off the first of our candidate presentations. Come
with your appetites and questions.

As always, thanks for all you do as Democrats.
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Did you make a list of New Year’s Resolutions back on Jan.
1, 20087

Did you include the usual vows to eat better, to get more
exercise, to be nicer to your friends and family? And on that
list, did you include a resolution to start working for the 2008
election as we had requested in the December 2007
FOCUS?

We understand that by March 1%, most of those resolutions
are broken, forgotten, or put off to another day. If you made
a resolution to work harder to get Democrats elected, we
hope that you have not forgotten or broken that resolution,
but you probably did. You can't put it off to another day,
because we are getting closer and closer to the November
2008 elections and your assistance is needed now.

Renew your vow. If you didn’t make a resolution, it is not too
late to do so.

Pledge to be a better club member than you already
are.

Pledge to recruit friends and family to join the club.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.

| am a Democrat but am registered in a state
other than Florida, and | would like to become
Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $ for a term o'
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $15(

Date Signed

Name

Address
City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee

PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Send to:
1

1

1

1

1

Pledge to volunteer your time and effort to help the
many committees in the Club or the Sarasota
Democratic Party.

Write letters to the editor or your elected representatives
about important issues.

Support our Democratic candidates with your time and
as much financial assistance as you can manage.

And this time, keep your resolution.

For information regarding membership or volunteering,
contact Mary or Gerry Preston at 341-9713 or
gpreston24@comcast.net.

New Club Members and Friends in February

Joan Athman, Arlene Ceglerski, Merle Chorba,
Marlene Forster, Tim J. Harrington,

Carol Kopeck, William McKenna,

Sacha Rosenfeld, Sam Rosenfeld,

Nancy Schlossberg, Steve Schlossberg

The Charter Review Board has met four times since | was
elected in November, 2006, so one can hardly call it time-

aconsuming. But the dynamics of the Board are changing as
the newer members become more assertive and the public
and County Commission bring proposals for Board
consideration.

Recently the Charter Review Board was asked to consider
an amendment to replace the elected office of Sheriff with
an appointed head of a County Department of Public Safety.
| discussed the question with both elected officials and
county residents — anyone except another member of the
Board. The first time Board members were allowed by law
to discuss the question was when we met to decide whether
to study the issue further. The two major positions were:
“Sure, let’s study it before we make a decision.” and “Don’t
even think about taking away the public’s right to hire and
fire via election.” Five votes, including my own, blocked the
issue from going further with the Charter Review Board.

At the next meeting, we will consider a proposal for Instant
Runoff Voting for Constitutional Officers.

| look forward to other Democrats joining me on the Board
so we can successfully pursue issues of concern to
Democrats. I've already offered my help to Ray Porter who
has filed to run from District 5. Please contact me at
DebbieTrice@verizon.net or 924-2113 if you'd like to
explore the idea of running from one of the other four
districts.

FOC



FOCUS Democratic Club of Sarasota Page !
Pt # I$ % &

The June 2007 issue of FOCUS (available at www.SarasotaDems.com) listed close to 30 offices on the ballot this
November. The individuals listed below have stepped forward to run. They need your support. They have earned your
support. Please contact them and offer to contribute time and/or money to help them win in November.

Do you know a Democrat who'd be an excellent candidate? Our party leaders are still recruiting candidates for the other
offices. Hospital Board and Charter Review Board are good offices for Democrats who want to serve the public without
having to run an expensive, time-consuming political campaign. If you are interested in running, contact Pat Liebert at 379-
0317 or patliebert@verizon.net.

The following list of candidates was taken from the Sarasota Democratic Party web site, www.SarasotaDems.org, and was
current as of March 18.

NATIONAL CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS
US House of Representatives: District 13-FL Sheriff
Christine Jennings Curt Lavarello
PO Box 49135 PO Box 101
Sarasota, FL 34230 Osprey, FL 34229
Phone: 941-366-8121 Phone: 941-232-4633
www.christinejennings2008.com Tax Collector
STATE LEGISLATURE Barbara Ford-Coates
Florida State House - District 67 4833 Riverwood Avenue
Richard J. Jackson Sarasota, FI 34231
4707 Peridia Blvd East Phone: 941-924-5376
Bradenton, FL 34203 www.barbaraford-coates.com
Phone: 941-751-0706 Supervisor of Elections
Florida State House - District 69 Barry Sullivan
Keith Fitzgerald 244 Shopping Ave. #335
PO Box 2105 Sarasota, FL 34237
Sarasota, FL 34230 Phone: 941-822-9304
Phone: 941-377-9262 www.barrysullivan4soe.com
www.gofitzgo.com SARASOTA COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW BOARD
Florida State House - District 71 Charter Review Board, District 5
Betty Gissendanner Ramon “Ray” Porter, Jr.
3417-G Tamiami Trail 6576 Waterford Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952 Sarasota, FL 34238
Phone: 941-624-2735 www.iwhy.org/Campaign2008.html
JUDICIAL

Public Defender - 12th Judicial Circuit

Adam Tebrugge
2337 Ixora Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34234
Phone: 941-955-0651
www.adam4pd.info

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Sarasota County Commission - District 1

Jono Miller
PO Box 2227
Sarasota FL 34230
Phone: 941-914-4950
www.jono08.com
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(Continued from page 1)

The three main criteria for
sterilization? A woman had to
be married, have at least two

children and have her
husband's permission. A
therapeutic abortion was

possible only if continuing the
pregnancy would result in a
severe medical problem.

Consequently, women often turned to “back alley” abortions.
As Edelin described the process of obtaining a illegal
abortion, many of the women were reminded of the
whispered conversations about a friend of a friend who
knew someone you could call, scraping together a few
hundred dollars in cash, meeting a stranger alone at night in
a questionable part of town, and the probability that the
abortion would be performed without anesthesia or sterile
instruments by a person with no medical training. Some
women did not live long enough for Edelin and other
physicians to treat the complications from illegal and self-
administered abortions. And sometimes medical treatment
couldn’t save them.

During his trial and subsequent years as an advocate for
women’s reproductive rights, Edelin was able to examine
the strategies used by Right To Life groups. Humanizing the
fetus and disseminating false medical information are two
very successful ones. Packing the Supreme Court is
another — one with dire, long term consequences. Edelin

said that, in its 5-4 decision upholding the ban on so-called
Partial Birth Abortions, the Roberts Court appeared to invite
further legal action to overturn all abortion rights, bit by bit.

Edelin called on us to make sure all the candidates we
support are Pro-Choice. Just as the next President will
determine whether the Supreme Court becomes solidly anti-
choice for a generation to come, School Board members
determine whether students learn about contraception and
reproductive health. And we need to convince our Pro-
Choice Republican friends not to vote for John McCain,
whose voting record is 100% Anti-Choice.

$ %

(Continued from page 7)

22 Apr (Tue): Manatee Democratic Executive Committe e
(DEC)
Meets on the 4th Tuesday at Manatee Central Library,
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm.
Info: 761-8385 or chair@manateedemocrats.com

25 Apr (Fri): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
“Pizza and Politics” at a Luna Restaurant, 200 St
Augustine Ave., Venice, to share pizza, politics, and our
views of current political events. After dinner, meet at
the Tavern On The Island, 127 Tampa Ave. East, to
meet and greet our members and conduct a
Membership Drive. Wear your Suncoast Stonewall
Democrats t-shirts and join for a fun, stimulating
evening! Pizza at 8:00 pm and Tavern at 9:00 pm.

26 Apr (Sat): Venice Demaocratic Club
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall,
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing.
No charge. Refreshments served. Meeting at 1:00 pm.
Info: http://www.venicedemocrats.org 408-9323

28 Apr (Mon): Manatee/Sarasota Democratic Black
Caucus
Meets on the 4th Monday of every month at the North
Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd (corner of MLK)
at 6 pm. Info: 755-5167 or lharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com

15-17 May (Thur-Sat): Democratic Black Caucus of
Florida Annual Convention
“Change Gonna Come” at Sarasota Hyatt, 100 Blvd. of
the Arts, Sarasota. Cost: Full Convention including all
meal events—$150; Friday Only w/Gala Dinner-$75;
Saturday Only w/Luncheon—$50.
Info: 351-3170 or cvlocklear@verizon.net

FOC
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Democratic Club of Sarasota

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

12 Apr (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
The speaker will be Adam Tebrugge, Democratic
Candidate for Public Defender. He will talk on the
history of the Public Defender’s office as well as his
candidacy. Held at the Sarasota Yacht Club; Social hour
at 11:30, lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for members; $25 for
non-members. Reservations: due by April 9, via voice-
mail to 379-9233 or email reserve @sarasotadems.com.

22 Apr (Tues): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues
Discussion
Issues Discussions are held in the Fruitville Library
Meeting Room from 1:15 to 3:00 pm. Info: 379-9233

Future dates for the Issue Discussions are May 20,
June 24, July 22, Aug. 19, Sept. 16, Oct. 28, Nov. 18,
Dec. 16

OTHER EVENTS

Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetups
Info: http://democrat.meetup.com or 408-9323 or Henry
Raines at 792-2073

7 Apr (Mon): Forum 2008: Mark Shields
7:30 PM, Sarasota Municipal Auditorium, 801 N.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. Mark Shields has been on the
political playing field since Robert Kennedy ran for
president in 1968. After years of managing campaigns,
he is now best known as the moderator for CNN's
“Capital Gang.” Tickets: Forum Members $20 per ticket;
Non-members $25.

Tickets to all FORUM events may be purchased on-line
with a credit card at www.forumtruth.org, or with cash or
checks at Sarasota News & Books, 1341 Main St.,
Sarasota (365-6332).

9 Apr (Wed): Sarasota County Democratic Executive
Committee (DECSC)
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30-9:00 pm at
Waldemere Fire Station, 2nd Floor Conference Room,
2070 Waldemere St. between East Ave and US 41. You
do not need to be a member of the D.E.C. to attend.
Info: 330-9400 or info@sarasotadems.org

15 Apr (Tue): Longboat Key Democratic Club
Meets for lunch at the Longboat Key Club, Harbourside
Dining Room. Speaker: Waldo Proffitt. 11:30 social; 12
noon lunch. Reservations: Mary Lou Winnick 383-0673
or send a check ($23 per person) to Longboat Key
Democratic Club, P.O. 8025, Longboat Key, FL 34228.
Indicate if vegetarian lunch requested.

15 Apr (Tue): NOW Sarasota-Manatee Chapter
National Organization for Women meets on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 6:30-8:00 pm at Selby Library
(upstairs room) to discuss political and social issues of
interest to feminists. All are welcome. Info: 726-6623

16 Apr (Wed): Forum 2008: Rabbi Andrew Baker
7:30 PM, Holley Hall, 709 N. Tamiami Trail (behind
Municipal Auditorium). American Jewish Committee’s
director of International Jewish Affairs, Rabbi Baker is a
leading expert on anti-Semitism in Europe and other
challenges including Holocaust restitution. His topic will
be “Confronting the Resurgence of anti-Semitism in
Europe”. Tickets: Forum Members $15 per ticket; Non-
members $20. See April 7 for ticket purchase info.

17 Apr (Thur): SE Manatee County Democratic Club
Robert Goldschmidt, Ph.D. will discuss “Alternate
Energy Sources” at the Peridia Golf and Country Club,
4950 Peridia Blvd. E. (Off SR 70) at 11:30 am. Cost:
$15 for full lunch. Reservations: Elsa Lentz 351-6222 by
April 14

17 Apr (Thur): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats
Meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month. Details: http://
www.srqyoungdems.com/index.php

19 Apr (Sat): Democratic Club of Englewood
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the Elsie
Quirk Library, 100 W Dearborn, Englewood (Upstairs
Auditorium) 10:30—noon. Info: Stephanie Harrison at
choctaw1962@aol.com

21 Apr (Mon): North Port Democratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at the George
Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd. (off
Sumter Blvd., Exit 182) at 7 to 8:45 pm. Info: 423-3693
or northportdems@aol.com or
http://www.northportdemocrats.org

(Continued on page 6)



PO BOX 51076
SARASOTA, FL 34232-0329

(941) 379-9233

Luncheon at
The Sarasota
Yacht Club

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions
- Swiss Steak w/mushroom gravy, potatoes & carrots
Eggplant Parmesan w/orzo & carrots
Dessert: Boston Cream Pie

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, April 9

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

Presort Standar
US Postage
PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL

March Luncheon Meeting
featuring

Adam Tebrugge
“Making Justice Work”

Saturday, April 12, 2008

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

Travel Directions:

Take the Ringling Bridge from Downtown Sarasota. Stay in the left
lane. Drive over the bridge and past the traffic light for Bird Key. At
the next opening, turn left into the Sarasota Yacht Club parking lot.
(If you miss this turn, you can make a U-turn at the next break in the
median, which is for Plymouth Harbor.)

FOC



