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Howard Simon, Executive Director of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Florida, will speak on “Building
Democracy in America” at the Democratic Club of
Sarasota’s luncheon meeting on Saturday, Nov. 10 at the
Sarasota Yacht Club.

Howard Simon was raised in New York and graduated
from the City College of New York. He received a Ph.D.
degree from the University of Minnesota in legal and
political philosophy and social ethics. Prior to his work with
the ACLU, he taught philosophy at the University of
Minnesota and DePauw University.

Dr. Simon served as Executive Director of the Michigan
affiliate of ACLU beginning in 1974, before assuming his
current position in Florida in 1997.

As Executive Director of ACLU of Florida, Dr. Simon has
overall responsibility for ACLU’s legal, public education,

legislative lobbying, and membership and fundraising
programs in Florida. Following the 2000 elections, the
ACLU created the Florida Equal Voting Rights Project to
address the need for electoral reform. Since then, the
organization has been involved in several lawsuits and
issues involving voting irregularities in Florida, as well as
Florida’s policy of disenfranchisement of former felons.

Dr. Simon last spoke to the Club in July, 2004.

Please join us on November 10th for what promises to be
an informative and interesting talk.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Beverage tickets will be on sale at a table near the
luncheon check-in table.

In October, Aidan Delgado made his
second appearance as our luncheon
speaker. The first time he spoke, in
August 2005, Delgado reported on his
recent experiences as a soldier and
Conscientious Objector at Abu Ghraib
and how being at war seemed to
unleash inhumane behavior in
normally civilized individuals.

Speaking last month to close to 150
luncheon attendees, Delgado, who
earned a B.A. in Religion from New
College last year and is a member of
Irag War Veterans Against the War,
focused on the Peace Movement
which, he said, is strong. The problem
is that people are tired. The Bush
Administration refuses to engage in a
dialogue about the war, leaving those
who seek peace feeling impotent.

Clearly, the Administration’s strategy
is to wage a war of attrition —
wearing down peace activists until
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lose focus as the pile grows ever
larger. We get diverted from
discussing the morality of America’s
actions when
measuring degrees of immorality.

For Delgado, the issue is morality.
Rather than weighing the cost of the
war in dollars or political capital, we
need to focus on the effect on
people’s lives — both here and in the
war zones.
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The executive committee of the Democratic Club of Sarasota
meets on the Monday evening after each luncheon meeting.
Contact President Pat Liebert if you wish to attend.

What do weincludein the newsletter ?

Democrats have alot to say — and the Board encourages club members to
say it with articles or letters to the editor for our newsl etter!
Unfortunately, there islimited space. Dealing with this dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies and procedures:

Articles and |etters to the editor from club members will be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priorities:

1. Loca information of immediate importance to club members

2. Articlesor letters from members who have not written recently

3. Articlesor |ettersrelating to state issues.

4. Articlesor lettersrelating to national issues.

Dueto limited space, articles and letters should be written as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once submitted, may be
edited. Lettersto the editor should contain statements of proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissions to Feedback@SarasotaDems.com

Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush 202-456-1111
Opinion Phone No. 202-456-1414
Email: president@whitehouse.gov FAX: 202-456-2461

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
FAX: 202-228-2183
http://bilinelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL: 941-951-6643
http://buchanan.house.gov/contact
DC FAX: 202-226-0828

Vern Buchanan (contested)

United States Representative

1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard 800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day
(800) 648-3516 or (800) 839-5276 or (877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Charlie Crist 850-488-7146
Office of the Governor FAX 850-487-0801
The Capitol Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

Senate District 21

Mike Bennett, State Senator
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90
Bradenton, FL 34210

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352
bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

941-727-6447
850-488-6341
reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com

House District 69

Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

941-955-8077
850-488-7754
keith.fitzgerald@myfloridahouse.com

House District 70

Doug Holder, State Rep.
8486 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953

941-918-4028
850-488-1171
doug.holder@myfloridahouse.com

House District 71

Michael Grant, State Rep.
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

941-613-0914
850-488-0060
grant.michael@myfloridahouse.com

House District 55

Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.
1302 The Capitol

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

941-708-8570
850-488-0925
peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com

Democratic Party of Sarasota County

HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-9400
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Annual Fall Dinner on Nov. 4

Don't forget the Oct. 31st deadline for making your
reservations for the Club’s annual dinner being held at
Michael’'s On East on Sunday, Nov. 4th. If you have
guestions, please phone 379-9233.

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz will be our
keynote speaker discussing the 2008 election. In January
2005, she became a member of the United States House of
Representatives for Florida's 20th Congressional District.
Rep. Wasserman Schultz serves as Chief Deputy Whip to
House Majority Whip Clyburn and serves on the House
Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Venice City Council and
the Coordinated Campaign

The Venice City Council election on Nov. 6, 2007 is
nonpartisan and three exceptionally well qualified
Democrats are candidates. The three are:

Dr. Ed Martin for Mayor, Seat 7
Sue Lang for Seat 5
Ernie Zavodnyik for Seat 6

Democrats in Sarasota are asked to volunteer on Nov. 6th
to help us get out the vote. Many Venice voters have been
phoned to determine if they are supporting this team. On
Election Day, we will be poll watching to make sure our
supporters remember to vote. So, if you have one or two
hours in the afternoon on Tuesday, Nov. 6th, we would
appreciate your volunteering to phone their supporters.
Please contact me or phone Democratic Headquarters at
330-9400 to volunteer.

Congratulations

Christine Jennings, one of our Democratic candidates for
Congress in District 13, was among the first to be endorsed
by Emily’'s List, the largest political action committee.
Emily’s List is dedicated to building a progressive America
by electing pro-choice Democratic women to office. Chris
also has had a successful quarter raising $263,252 during
the most recent three-month period.

| would like to highlight more of our candidates’ successes
so please let us know of their very special achievements so
we can include them in the newsletter. Remember, they
must have officially filed as candidates first.

See you at our fall dinner and November luncheon.

Pat Liebert, President
patliebert@verizon.net or 379-0317

pnn

(Continued from page 1)

When asked his opinion of the various exit strategies and
timetables, Delgado said we have to get out of Iraq as
quickly as possible. The longer we remain, the worse it
becomes because our presence helps recruit insurgents.
Currently, an estimated 1,000-3,000 Iraqis are killed every
month. If you were an Iraqi civilian, wouldn’t that make you
start hating Americans? he asked.

Delgado closed by suggesting that we can help end the war
by engaging people one-on-one. Just as we wouldn®let a
racist remark go unchallenged, neither should we let a pro-
war statement pass.
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If you take a look at the list of new members for September
to the right, you will note that the list is quite long. Yes, if
you counted, we had 20 new members and friends (those
registered as Democrats in another state) in September
bringing our total membership to 616 members.

This is a record for the number of new members joining in
one month since we became membership co-chairs in the
summer of 2005.

Our goal is to have 750 new members by the end of next
summer, just prior to the November election. 750 is not a
magic number, just a number that was chosen by your club
board. We felt that we would need that many more people
to support our candidates and to support all of the activities
that are necessary to help Democrats win the election in
2008.

So, keep up the good work. Recruit those friends and
neighbors.

We have been giving out free luncheons right and left to
those hard working members who are helping to achieve
our goal. Add your name to the list of those getting a free

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.

| am aDemocrat but am registered in a state
other than Forida, and | would like to become a
Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $ for aterm of
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $150

Date Signed

Name

Address
City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Sendto: Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee
PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

lunch and your friends’ names to the new member list.

We are certainly growing, but we still have a long way to go.
We need everyone working furiously if we are going to
make it.

A warm welcome to Emma Langdon, the latest addition to
the membership committee. We appreciate her assistance.

For information regarding membership, contact Gerry or
Mary Preston at 341-9713 or gpreston24@comcast.net.

New Club Members and Friends in September

Alice Arnold, Patricia Arvin, Garvey Clarke,
Yvonne Clarke, Sue DeBauche,

Richard Dewey, Jacqueline Dewey,

Phyllis Distasio, Amy Eliezer, Murray Friedman,
Myriam Hernandez, Adine Kaufman,

Judith Koch, Lisa Kramer-Torop, Barry Sullivan,
Barbara Thornton, James Underwood,

Marie Underwood, Dannie Vance,

Donald Vance

# 0 # $ % % &
$
' % #
)#
# o #
' %
$
* e+ # .-
¥ # % #
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Two measures are on the Nov. 6 ballot for all Sarasota County voters.

The first would extend the 1% local option sales tax for an additional 15 years. The second would amend the County
Charter to require at least 4 of the 5 County Commissioners to agree to Comprehensive Plan changes which increase the

density of allowed development.

The Democratic Club of Sarasota® Board declined to take a position on either issue. The following is offered for those

members who requested more information.

% +

The State of Florida levies a 6% sales tax. Individual
counties have the option to collect an additional 1% sales
tax with voter approval. Sarasota County voters approved
imposition of a 1% sales tax to be used for capital
improvements in 1989 for ten years, and renewed it in 1999
for another ten years. The funds collected were divided
among the County, the School Board and the municipalities,
and have been used to build, improve and maintain
libraries, parks, roads, schools, fire stations and other public
facilities.

The referendum to extend the sales tax was placed on the
ballot by the Board of County Commissioners and is
supported by the School Board and the Commissioners of
the four municipalities. If the extension is approved, it will be
spent on projects listed at www.scgov.net under “Common
Cents.”

Issues

There is general consensus that the money raised since
1989 was well-spent, contributing to Sarasota® quality of
life, and that the projects planned for the next 15 years are
equally important.

One key objection is that the extension is for 15 years
instead of 10, and that sales taxes are regressive,
proportionally affecting poor people more than the wealthy.

Some Sarasota County residents who are concerned about
excessive growth believe that the 1% sales tax gives
developers a free ride. Many of the planned projects — e.g.,
widened roads, new schools and fire stations — are
necessitated by growth. Opponents of the tax extension
have suggested that the cost of growth should be
shouldered by purchasers of new homes by increasing
impact fees (beyond the approximately $20,000 per home
now levied).

Those supporting the sales tax extension suggest that, in
the current financial climate with little new construction and
state mandated budget cutbacks, many necessary capital
projects may be seriously delayed if the measure doesn®
pass.

Both the Sarasota Herald-Tribune and the Pelican Press
support continuation of the 1% sales tax. The Observer is
opposed.

& () * )

The County® Comprehensive Plan, a state-mandated
document, represents the vision for the future of
unincorporated Sarasota County and guides future
development. Florida requires the “Comp Plan” to be
updated on a regular basis. The Board of County
Commissioners also votes on plan amendments on a
regular basis — with input from the Planning Commission,
County staff and residents. Currently a simple majority of 3
out of 5 Commissioners is needed to amend the Comp
Plan.

Citizens for Sensible Growth, a nonpartisan grassroots
organization of Sarasota residents concerned about
uncontrolled growth, collected signatures of over 12,500
registered voters on a petition to place the Charter
Amendment on the ballot. If the measure passes, the
County Charter — i.e., the County® constitution — would be
amended to require a “super majority” of at least 4 County
Commissioners to amend the Comp Plan to increase the
density of allowed development.

Issues

A key argument in favor of the amendment is that well-
financed developers can “get to” three Commissioners, but
rarely four, so requiring at least four Commissioners to
agree to density increases levels the playing field.
Supporters believe developers will come up with better
plans if they are held to a higher standard.

Opponents of the measure object to giving a minority of the
Board the power to block changes. If the amendment
passes, development of affordable housing could be
blocked by just two votes. In its editorial AGAINST the
measure, the Herald-Tribune noted the irony of only
needing a simple majority of 50% plus one voters to amend
the County Charter to include a requirement that 80% of the
elected Commissioners would have to agree to amend a
planning document.

Passing this Amendment might have little effect on growth
in Sarasota. According to Commissioner Jon Thaxton, only
two Comp Plan amendments in the past decade increased
allowed density on a 3-2 vote. In its editorial FOR the
measure, the Pelican Press indicated that Hillsborough and
Collier Counties continue to enjoy healthy growth even
though they®e had similar super majority measures on the
books for over 15 years.
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15 Nov (Thurs.): Southeast Manatee Democratic Club
Luncheon and meeting at Peridia Golf and Country
Club, Peridia Blvd. Bradenton at 11:30 am Speaker:
Sierra Club Red Tide Campaign Coordinator, Stuart De
Cew, on “The Emerging Link Between Coastal Pollution
and Red Tide.” Cost: $15 for full luncheon.
Reservations: Mary Duda: 708-0713 or
MCMDuda@aol.com

15 Nov (Thurs.): Planned Parenthood of Southwest and
Central Florida
The 11th annual “High Tea at High Noon,” includes a
lively Latin-themed fashion show. A wine reception kicks
off at 12:00 Noon followed by a high tea buffet luncheon
catered by Michael's On East. Tickets begin at $50.
Reservations: 365-3913, ext. 115, or visit
www.ppaction.org/FAPPA/events/highteaathighnoonQ7/
details.tcl

1

As of today, Sarasota voters will vote after February
15th on Diebold OSX machines. These are brand new
machines never used before. | urge you to contact the
Supervisor of Elections and the County Commissioners
and request that they change their agreement with
Diebold so that the County will keep the Diebold OS
machines that they now have on loan until after the
2008 Presidential election.

This is a very important piece of information. If the
agreement signed by the commissioners in July is not
amended, our county will be voting with brand new
machines that have never been tested, tried, and no one
knows anything about their security, accuracy, reliability,
weaknesses etc.

If SAFE® amendment to the county charter loses in the
Superior Court, there will not be any manual audit of the
accuracy of the optical machinesCtallies. Right now the
state law only allows a recount to be done by feeding
the same paper ballots into the same optical scanning
machines and one would expect to get the same results.

No one has any information about the OSX machines
and it looks like Florida '08 is going to again make
national news. 50% of Florida voters are scheduled to
vote on brand new optical scanner machines because
the Secretary of State has mandated that all counties
replacing DREs must buy the newest optical scanner
model if they are to receive state reimbursement.

19 Nov (Mon.): North Port Democratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at 7 pm at the
George Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd.
Info: Mark Klingel 429-9127 or mjklingel@aol.com

19 Nov (Mon.): Democratic Association of Village Walk
“The Trouble with Touch Screens,” narrated by Dan
Rather, will be shown for Precinct #78 (The Hamptons;
The Isles; Glenridge; Twin Lakes Park; etc.). The DVD
will be shown at 7:00 pm at Town Center. RSVP: Gene
Penner at 925-8928 or tagpenner@comcast.net

20 Nov (Tues.) NOW Sarasota-Manatee Chapter
National Organization for Women meets on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 7-8:45 pm at Selby Library,
upstairs room, to discuss political and social issues of
interest to feminists. All are welcome. Info: 726-6623

20 Nov (Tues.): Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetups
Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Info: http://
democrat.meetup.com or Henry Raines at 792-2073

24 Nov (Sat.): Venice Democratic Club
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall,
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing;
meeting at 1:00 pm. No charge. Refreshments served.
Info: 408-9323

26 Nov (Mon.) Manatee-Sarasota Democratic Black
Caucus
Meets on the 4th Monday of every month at the North
Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd. (corner of MLK)
at 5 pm. Info: 755-5167 or lharrisjr@tampabay.rr.com

27 Nov (Tues.): Manatee Democratic Executive
Committee (DEC)
Meets on the 4th Tuesday at Manatee Central Library,
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. W, Bradenton at 6:30 pm.
Info: 761-8385 or chair@manateedemocrats.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

4 Nov (Sun.): Democratic Club of Sarasota’s Annual
Dinner
The Club’s annual dinner will be held at Michael’'s On
East at 6 pm to benefit the Sarasota Democratic Party’s
Coordinated Campaign in the 2008 elections. The
deadline for reservations is Oct. 31. Info: 379-9233

10 Nov (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Howard Simon, Director of Florida ACLU, will speak on
“Democracy in America” at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Social hour at 11:30; lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for
members; $25 for non-members. Reservations: due by
Nov. 7, via voice mail to 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com

8 Dec (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Jim McCartney, a retired Washington, DC, political and
national security columnist, will speak at the Sarasota
Yacht Club. Social hour at 11:30; lunch at noon. Cost:
$20 for members; $25 for non-members. Reservations:
due by Dec. 5, via voice mail to 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com

12 Jan (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Sissela Bok Ph.D., a philosopher and author on ethics
and values, will speak at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Social hour at 11:30; lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for
members; $25 for non-members. Reservations: due by
Jan. 9, via voice mail to 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com

Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues Discussion
The Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues Discussions
will not be held in November and December due to the
upcoming holidays. The meetings, held at the Fruitville
Library, will resume in January.

OTHER EVENTS

3 Nov (Sat.) FORUM 2007 presents Lou Dobbs
In his new book, Independents Day: Awakening the
American Spirit, journalist Lou Dobbs takes a hard look
at where we are as a nation and how we as citizens
have the power to influence in what direction our
country is headed. Dobbs will be speaking at 2:00 PM
at First United Methodist Church, Pineapple Ave.,
downtown Sarasota as part of the Sarasota Reading
Festival. Tickets are available from the Sarasota
Reading Festival at 941-906-1733 or

sarasotareadingfestival@comcast.net for $25 for one
ticket and $35 for two tickets, which includes one copy
of Independents Day.

7 Nov (Wed.): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
Meets at 6 pm at the Fruitville library, 100 Coburn Road,
Sarasota. Registration & refreshments at 5:30. Info:
320-8643 or SuncoastStonewallDemocrats@yahoo.
com or visit www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org

12 Nov (Mon.) FORUM 2007 presents Adrian Levy and
Catherine Scott-Clark
Investigative journalists Levy and Scott-Clark reveal the
disastrous ideological shortsightedness that formed
American policy toward Pakistan over the last thirty
years and how decades of parochial and sometimes
criminal policy enabled the nuclear scandal to evolve in
their new book, Deception: Pakistan, the United States,
and the Secret Trade in Nuclear Weapons. 7:30 PM,
Chelsea Center, 2506 Gulf Gate Dr., Sarasota

Tickets: FORUM Members: $20 (includes one book),
Two tickets $35 (one book); Non-members: $25
(includes one book), Two Tickets $40 (one book);
Students free—no book included. Info and Tickets:
www.forumtruth.org or 349-8350

13 Nov (Tues.): Longboat Key Democratic Club
Luncheon at 12 noon (Social Hour 11:30) in the
Harbourside Dining Room, Longboat Key Club (behind
Publix on Bay Isles Parkway. At the gate, ask for
directions to the Clubhouse Function Room). Speakers:
Waldo Proffitt, Sarasota Herald-Tribune columnist and
retired editor, Jim McCartney, retired Knight-Ridder
White House correspondent, and Marlow W. Cook,
former U.S. Senator from Kentucky (R). They will
discuss the 2008 Presidential Election. Reservations:
Send a check for $23 per person payable to the LBK
Democratic Club, P.O. Box 8025, Longboat Key, FL
34228 or phone Mary Lou Winnick 383-0673 or Marvin
Morse 383-4707

14 Nov (Wed.): Sarasota County Democratic Executive
Committee (DECSC)
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30 pm at Waldemere
Fire Station, 2nd Floor, 2070 Waldemere St. between
East Ave. and US 41. You do not need to be a member
of the D.E.C. to attend. Info: 330-9400

(Continued on page 6)



PO BOX 51076
SARASOTA, FL 34232-0329

(941) 379-9233

Luncheon at
The Sarasota
Yacht Club

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions
Roast Turkey with Chestnut Stuffing & 2 sides

- Grilled Portabello Mushrooms over sautéed spinach
with tomato sauce & rice

Dessert: Pumpkin Pie

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, November 7

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

Presort Standard
US Postage
PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL

November Luncheon Meeting
featuring

Howard Simon
Executive Director, Florida ACLU

Saturday, November 10, 2007

11:30 Socia Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

Travel Directions:

Take the Ringling Bridge from Downtown Sarasota. Stay in the left
lane. Drive over the bridge and past the traffic light for Bird Key. At
the next opening, turn left into the Sarasota Yacht Club parking lot.
(If you miss this turn, you can make a U-turn at the next break in the
median, which is for Plymouth Harbor.)




