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FOCUSON THE DEMOCéATlC RACE

DECEMBER LUNCHEON PROGRAM

We are delighted to again welcome James McCartney, a
retired political and national security columnist, who will
speak on “The Democratic Race: A Search for a Soul” at
our luncheon on Saturday, December 8.

McCartney was a reporter and later a columnist in
Washington for more than 30 years, and was deeply
involved in coverage of top national and international
stories from the Kennedy Administration in the 1960s to
the Clinton administration in the 1990s. His specialties
were politics and national security.

He covered the White House, the State Department, the
Pentagon and Congress, as well as every presidential
election campaign for three decades. As a specialist in
national security, McCartney covered more than 10 U.S.-
Soviet summit meetings. He also had extensive
experience on the ground in the Middle East and had

Ill
bylines from more than 25 countries, including Vietnam.

Now retired and living with his wife Molly on Anna Maria
Island, McCartney teaches courses on national politics
and foreign affairs at the Education Center on Longboat
Key and writes a monthly column for the Bradenton
Herald. He is a graduate of Michigan State University,
holds a master's degree from Northwestern and was a
Nieman Fellow at Harvard.

Please join us at the December luncheon for what should
be a fascinating discussion of our search for our soul.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page

NOTE: The luncheon is at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Beverage tickets will be on sale at a table near the
luncheon check-in table.

December, 2007

Howard Simon, Executive Director of
ACLU of Florida, reintroduced the
American Civil Liberties Union to an
audience of 120 at the Club's
November luncheon. A reintroduction
was needed because, even after 87
years in existence, Simon says he
spends much of his time challenging
stereotypes about ACLU.

The nation's largest civil liberties
organization, ACLU's mission is to
make the rights we have on paper —
in the Constitution and case law — a
reality. For most of U.S. history, many
of these rights were only on paper.
But, unlike in some other countries
which also have rights only in writing,
Americans can successfully sue to
gain their rights thanks to our
independent judiciary and legal

advocates like ACLU and NAACP.

ACLU membership grows quickly
when our civil liberties are threatened.
It has doubled since 9-11 and the
passage of the USA Patriot Act.

Although it's usually the right wing
that demonizes the ACLU, certain
positions the ACLU has taken have
also angered the left. In deciding to
take a case, ACLU looks beyond the
facts to the legal principle involved.
When President George H. W. Bush
was running for reelection, one of his
supporters was told by her local
government that political yard signs
were illegal. ACLU took her First
Amendment case, despite Bush's
active opposition to ACLU.

(Continued on page 6)
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What do we include in the newsletter?

Democrats have a lot to sayand the Board encourages club members
say it with articles or letters to the editor farmewsletter!
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing vilis dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies ane@edures:

Articles and letters to the editor from club mensbeill be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priositie
1. Local information of immediate importance to claembers

2. Articles or letters from members who have notten recently
3. Articles or letters relating to state issues.
4. Articles or letters relating to national issues.

Due to limited space, articles and letters shoelaviitten as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once sigioinmnay be
edited. Letters to the editor should contain ster@sof proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissions to Feedback@ SarasotaDems.com

Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush 202-456-1111
Opinion Phone No. 202-456-1414
Email: president@whitehouse.gov FAX: 202-456-2461

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
FAX: 202-228-2183
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL: 941-951-6643
http://buchanan.house.gov/contact
DC FAX: 202-226-0828

Vern Buchanan (contested)

United States Representative

1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard 800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day
(800) 648-3516 or (800) 839-5276 or (877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Charlie Crist 850-488-7146
Office of the Governor FAX 850-487-0801
The Capitol Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

Senate District 21

Mike Bennett, State Senator
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90
Bradenton, FL 34210

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352
bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

941-727-6447
850-488-6341
reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com

House District 69

Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

941-955-8077
850-488-7754
keith.fitzgerald@myfloridahouse.com

House District 70

Doug Holder, State Rep.
8486 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953

941-918-4028
850-488-1171
doug.holder@myfloridahouse.com

House District 71

Michael Grant, State Rep.
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

941-613-0914
850-488-0060
grant.michael@myfloridahouse.com

House District 55

Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.
1302 The Capitol

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

941-708-8570
850-488-0925
peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com

Democratic Party of Sarasota County
HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-9400
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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ANNUAL FALL CLUB DINNER

| want to thank all of you for helping us raise $8,300 for the
Democratic Party of Sarasota’s Coordinated Campaign. It
was a lovely evening including a wonderful speech by
Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz.

VENICE CITY COUNCIL & COORDINATED CAMPAIGN

Three exceptionally well qualified Democrats were elected
to the Venice City Council in a non-partisan election on
November 6, 2007. Congratulations to:

Dr. Ed Martin for Mayor, Seat 7
Sue Lang for Seat 5
Ernie Zavodnyik for Seat 6

The Democratic Party was able to turn out our Demaocratic
base and helped these candidates in their incredible win.
Each race was won by 30% or more in an area that is
heavily registered Republican.

CONGRATULATIONS

Adam Tebrugge, our Democratic candidate for Public
Defender, was awarded the Public Service Award at the
NAACP dinner in October. Congratulations Adam on an
award well deserved.

| would like to highlight more of our candidates’ successes
so please let us know of their very special achievements so
we can include them in the newsletter.
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General Spaatz Blvd. (East side of N. Tamiami Trail)
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Participants
- State Rep. Keith Fitzgerald, District 69 (Sarasota-Manatee)

State Rep. Juan Zapata, District 119 (Miami-Dade)

David W. Caulkett, VP, Floridians for Immigration
Enforcement

Jim Delgado, Past President, Gulf Coast Latin Chamber of
Commerce

Wade Matthews, VP, Floridians for a Sustainable Population

Sponsoring Organizations

Democratic Club of Sarasota, New College Democrats, Gulf Coast Latin
Chamber of Commerce, Hispanic Latino Coalition, Latino Community
Network, New College Info Shop, Our Lady of Angels Social Justice
Committee, Sarasota-Manatee Farmworker Supporters, UU Church
Social Justice Committee

More info: 379-9233 or jose.godinez@ncf.edu

OUR APPRECIATION

With our Club elections scheduled for February 2008, we
will soon be welcoming new Board members to our
leadership positions. Thus | want to take the opportunity to
thank all the people who have worked hard throughout the
last year to make the Democratic Club of Sarasota so vital
and successful. As the Club has grown in both size (over
620 members) and diversity of activities, it takes a lot of
volunteer hours to meet our objectives and deadlines.

First, | want to thank our Club officers,
major responsibilities:

listing a few of their

Bo Bell, Vice President. Bo is our Club outreach
committee chair with special attention to increasing our
diversity.

Paula John, Treasurer. Paula keeps our financial
records in excellent shape including our budgeting
process. Paula is also the person who oversees our
phone tree for our luncheons and dinner—over 30
volunteers.

Charolett Baker, Corresponding Secretary. In addition to
preparing and filing our Club correspondence, she also
maintains our email list and sends out our Club emails.

Nancy Feehan, Recording Secretary. While recording
secretary may be straightforward in some organizations,
our Club Board meetings often last two hours and it is
Nancy's role to record our sometimes rambling and
often lengthy discussions in a concise and informative
manner. Nancy also chaired our very successful fall
dinner.

Thanks to our Club Board Members :
Maureen Avila: outreach committee

Jane Callahan and Elaine Foster: co-chairs of the
luncheon phone and email reservations committee.
They also arrange the lunch menus and work closely
with the banquet facility managers.

Jerry Osterweil: issues chair

Gene Penner: chairs the Club press releases with the
skillful assistance of Barbara Tag. Gene and Barbara
have also served as a lending library of political films for
our issues discussion group meetings at the Fruitville
library.

Mary Preston: co-chair of membership committee with
her husband Gerry Preston

Pat Rounds: outreach committee with special efforts
working with the Young Demaocrats

David Shapiro: campaign and candidate committee

(Continued on page 5)
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‘Tis the Season

Here it is December again. It came so fast.

It is time to pull out those decorations. It is time to do your
holiday greetings. And, it is time to make up your gift lists.

As we did last year, the membership committee urges you
to look over your list of names of people to whom you give
gifts. How many are Democrats who do not belong to the
club? Or, how many people belong to that other side and
are thinking about changing their political party?

Giving them a free luncheon might just be enough to
convince them to join the club and/or the party. Or, you
could pay for a membership for one year for a friend or
family member on your list. Better yet, buy them a multiple
year membership for three years or five years. What a gift
for them and for the club.

Share the benefits and the fun of being a member of the
Democratic Club of Sarasota. By doing so, you may solve
some gift-giving problems as well.

And while you are at it, don’t forget to renew your own
membership in a timely manner. Consider giving yourself a
gift. Renew for a five or ten year membership and get a free

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.
| am a Democrat but am registered in a state

Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $ for a term of

other than Florida, and | would like to become:

(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $150

Date Signed

Address

City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Send to: Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee

PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

[
1
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
: Name
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I
I
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luncheon.

For membership information including giving membership
as a gift, contact Gerry or Mary Preston at 341-9713 or
gpreston24@comcast.net.

New Club Members and Friends in October

Bonni Billingham, Christopher Brady,

Meyer Denmark, Russell Dreyfus,

Barbara Demaio, Elizabeth Heard, Naomi Miller,
Lucena Winberg
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(Continued from page 3)
OUR MANY VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES

Luncheon Arrangements

Jane Callahan, Elaine Foster, Diane and Dick Happy, Paula
John and Bill Tavolga have handled luncheon check-in and
drink tickets. Kate Brady prepared and distributed the
luncheon event program. Bill Tavolga prepared our name
tags. Dick Stammer video-taped many of our luncheon
speakers so the tape could be shown at our issues group
meetings.

03 (4!

FOCUS Newsletter

Debbie Trice is the Editor of FOCUS including doing the
layout and writing many of the articles. Dick Stammer
maintains the mailing list for Focus. Tom Cook is the editor
of our events section for our newsletter and distributes Club
events to websites and newsletters of other clubs and
DEC's. Dennis Silver and Jerry Osterweil are photographers
for FOCUS. Dee Widder and Diane Happy diligently
proofread every word.

Website: www.SarasotaDems.com

Elsie Gilmore continues to serve as web mistress, keeping
the website continuously available online. Cathy Makowski
and Meigs Glidewell updated sections of the website.

Membership Committee

April Heider sends out reminder post cards to members
whose memberships are about to expire and substitutes at
the luncheon membership table when the Prestons are

unable to attend. Emma Langdon sends out thank you
letters for those who do not have email and calls members
whose renewals are overdue.

Phone Tree

An essential group in reminding our members of upcoming
luncheon and other events: Ed Baker, Gary Barnes, Jo
Alyce Bennett, Mildred Blate, Mary Lou Cannici, Mary
D’Ambrosio, Phyllis Distasio, Nancy Duffy, Muriel
Hendricks, Dorothy Hirsch, Joy Horne-Jones, Dick Johnson,
Mary Johnson, Marcella Levin, Millicent Linn, Gladys
Lippincott, Mame Lowe, Cathy Makowski, Marguerite
Opolos, Olga Peters, Boris Pundick, Nancy Richardson,
Jean Russell, Noel Sams, Marjorie Schmiel, Ruth Sheridan,
Muriel Shindler, Linda Shute, Lee Sievers, Marilou
Swenson, Lucille Wallace, Evelyn Weiskotten, and Jean
Wieloch.

Volunteer Coordinator

Cheri Potts, with the help of Carissa Potts and Karen
Johnson, is phoning all the newly registered Democrats on
a monthly basis to welcome them to the Party and invite
them to join our club.

| certainly appreciate all of your volunteer time making the
Democratic Club of Sarasota a strong, effective
organization.

See you at our December luncheon.

Pat Liebert, President
patliebert@verizon.net or 379-0317
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(Continued from page 1)

Some of the issues ACLU of Florida is currently pursuing
are:

Winning the right of gay couples and individuals to
become foster and adoptive parents

Eliminating police intimidation and excessive force:

In one case, police in uniform visited the homes of
individuals who had signed an ACLU-sponsored petition
and asked them to withdraw their signatures.

Restoring the rights of former felons:

Florida is still one of only 3 states where felons lose all
their rights upon conviction, and one of only 12 which
do not automatically restore all rights as soon as the
felon completes his sentence. ACLU's argument that
this is a Jim Crow holdover designed to disenfranchise
black voters was dismissed by a Jeb Bush-appointed
court.

Protecting voting rights:

When the Florida Legislature approved the use of touch
screen voting machines after the 2000 election, it
ignored the recommendations of the voting commission
which cited well-known problems with DREs. Simon
congratulated SAFE on its success in outlawing touch
screen voting in Sarasota, and thanked Christine
Jennings for pursuing her case so that Congress is
doing so nationally. But, to ensure that every vote is
accurately counted, we need to push the Legislature to
mandate regular audits.

In closing, Simon indicated that ACLU's focus for the future
is to undo the damage done by the Bush Administration.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request that your event be listed, email Tom Cook at willardcook@mac.com.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

1 Dec (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Debate
“The Challenge of our Nation: Immigration” debate will
be held at Sudakoff Auditorium, New College, 2:00—4:00
pm. State Representatives Keith Fitzgerald and Juan C.
Zapata (Miami) will participate with others in a debate
moderated by Tom Tryon, editorial page editor of the
Sarasota Herald-Tribune. Open to the public at no cost.
Info: 379-9233

8 Dec (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Jim McCartney, a retired Washington, DC, political and
national security columnist, will speak at the Sarasota
Yacht Club. Social hour at 11:30; lunch at noon. Cost:
$20 for members; $25 for non-members. Reservations:
due by Dec. 5, via voice mail to 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com

12 Jan (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Sissela Bok Ph.D., a philosopher and author on ethics
and values, will speak at the Sarasota Yacht Club.
Social hour at 11:30; lunch at noon. Cost: $20 for
members; $25 for non-members. Reservations: due by
Jan. 9, via voice mail to 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com

Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues Discussion
The Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues Discussion will
not be held in December due to the upcoming holidays.
The meetings, held at the Fruitville Library, will resume
in January.

OTHER EVENTS

5 Dec (Wed.): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
Meets at 7:00 pm at the Four Gees Café, 3615 Webber
St., Sarasota (N.E. corner of Beneva). Registration and
refreshments at 6:30 pm. Speakers: Rita Ferrandino,
Chair of the Sarasota Democratic Party, and Sally
Phillips, Director of the Central Southwest Region of the
Florida GLBT Democratic Caucus. Info: 320-8643 or
SuncoastStonewallDemocrats@yahoo.com or
www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org

5 Dec (Wed.) Manatee DEC and Democratic Clubs of
Manatee Holiday Gathering
6:00-9:00 pm at the Bayside Banquet Hall, Village of
Cortez (on the corner of 119 St.). Info, admission
requirements, costs: Manatee DEC HQ at 761-8385

12 Dec (Wed): Sarasota County Democratic Executive
Committee (DECSC)
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30 pm at Waldemere
Fire Station, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 2070
Waldemere St. between East Ave. and US 41. You do
not need to be a member of the D.E.C. to attend.
Info: 330-9400

17 Dec (Mon.): North Port Democratic Club
Meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at the George
Mullen Activity Center, 4956 City Center Blvd. (off
Sumter Blvd., Exit 182) at 7:00-8:45 pm.
Info: 426-1617, www.northportdemocrats.org or
northportdems@aol.com

18 Dec (Tue.) NOW Sarasota-Manatee Chapter
National Organization for Women meets on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 7:00-8:45 pm at Selby Library,
upstairs room, to discuss political and social issues of
interest to feminists. All are welcome. Info: 726-6623

18 Dec (Tue.): Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetups
Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Info: http://
democrat.meetup.com or Henry Raines at 792-2073

22 Dec (Sat.): Venice Democratic Club
Meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at Naar Hall,
620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 12:30 pm for socializing.
Meeting at 1:00 pm. No charge. Refreshments served.
Info: 408-9323

6 Jan (Sun.) Forum 2007—-2008 presents Rajiv
Chandrasekaran
The author of Imperial Life in the Emerald City: Inside
Iraq’s Green Zone will speak at 2:00 pm at Holley Hall,
709 N. Tamiami Trail (behind Municipal Auditorium).
Tickets: Forum members $15 per ticket; Non-members
$20. Book not included with tickets, but will be sold at
the event and at Sarasota News & Books.

Tickets to FORUM events may be purchased (1) on-line
with a credit card at www.forumtruth.org, (2) with cash
or checks at Sarasota News & Books, (3) by calling
349-8350, or (4) by mailing a check to FORUM 2007,
7350 South Tamiami Trail #39, Sarasota, FL 34231.
Tickets are not always available at the door.



PO BOX 51076
SARASOTA, FL 34232-0329

(941) 379-9233

Luncheon at
The Sarasota
Yacht Club

Call: 379-9233
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com

Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation.
If no reply, please re-send.

No Substitutions

Roast Chicken w/ Walnut Sauce,
Mashed Potatoes, & Green Beans

Eggplant Parmesan with Pasta & Green Beans
Dessert: Lemon Cake

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, December 5

Reservations made after the deadline will be charged
$25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

Presort Standar
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PAID
Permit 1523
Manasota, FL

December Luncheon Meeting
featuring

Jim McCartney

Retired Washington Correspondent & Columnist

Saturday, December 8, 2007

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members: $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and
show last names of everyone included in the check)

Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

Travel Directions:

Take the Ringling Bridge from Downtown Sarasota. Stay in the left
lane. Drive over the bridge and past the traffic light for Bird Key. At
the next opening, turn left into the Sarasota Yacht Club parking lot.
(If you miss this turn, you can make a U-turn at the next break in the
median, which is for Plymouth Harbor.)
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