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FOCUSON FLORIDA’S GOVERNOR

We are privileged to have Rod Smith as the featured
speaker at the January 14 Democratic Club luncheon.
He is running for the Democratic nomination for
Governor of Florida and will bring us his vision for the
future of Florida.

Congressman Jim Davis, a second Democratic
Gubernatorial candidate, spoke to our Club at the
December luncheon.

Rod Smith grew up in Florida, “laboring alongside his
father, a truck farmer, working fields of eggplant and
green peppers.” He is a graduate of the Palm Beach
public schools, earned a B.A. from the University of
Tulsa in 1971 and a law degree in 1975. Following law
school, he practiced law for seventeen vyears,
representing the rights of police officers, firefighters and
public employees throughout the state. Elected States
Attorney for the Gainesville area in 1992 and again in
1996, Smith gained widespread attention for his
successful prosecution of murderer Danny Rolling on
charges of first-degree murder for the slayings of five
Gainesville college students.

Smith was elected to the Florida Senate in 2000 and

again in 2002, representing nine North Florida counties.
In the Senate, he successfully led efforts to strengthen
programs to help abused children, fight discrimination in
housing, protect the privacy of crime victims, improve the
state’s crime prevention initiatives, protect a woman'’s
right to choose, and reinforce homeland security.

In 2003, the Miami Herald named Smith the most
effective Democrat in the Florida Senate.

Among the awards that Smith has received are the 2002
Florida Police Chiefs Association’s Legislative
Achievement Award and the Voices of Children
Foundation’'s MVP Leadership Award in 2004.

Smith practices law in Gainesville and also teaches at
the University of Florida College of Law. Smith and his
wife DeeDee live on their farm in Alachua County. They
have three children and have recently been blessed with
the birth of their first grandchild.

The meeting will be held at the Meadows Country Club,
3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota. Check-in begins at 11:00;
lunch is served at 12 noon.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: SEE BACK PAGE

Congressman Jim Davis of Tampa,
candidate for Governor of Florida,
spoke to some 200 attendees at the
club® December luncheon meeting.

Davis focused on his campaign
themes of ending ideology-driven
government and standing up for
Florida® families. The latter translates
into access to health care, quality
education, a clean environment and
jobs. He would obtain lower prices for
prescription drugs by pooling Florida®
purchasing power with that of other
states. He would find a way to

implement class size reductions in a
way that works for teachers, parents
and taxpayers. He led the bipartisan
fight in Congress to prevent oil drilling
off the Florida coast.

During
pointed to his record in Congress
supporting worker® rights and the
Dream Act which would allow
undocumented
who graduate from public schools to
attend college.
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Newsletter Mission Statement

The mission of the newsletter of the Democratic Club of Sarasota
(FOCUYS) isto promote the growth of the Democratic Party in
Sarasota County, to inform Club members about Club events and
other local events of interest to Democrats, and to address local,
state and national issues of interest to Party members.
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The executive committee of the Democratic Club of Sarasota
meets on the Monday evening after each luncheon meeting.
Contact President Pat Liebert if you wish to attend.

Choices, Choices...
What do weincludein the newsletter ?

Democrats have alot to say — and the Board encourages club members to
say it with articles or letters to the editor for our newsl etter!
Unfortunately, thereis limited space. Dealing with this dilemma, the
Board adopted the following list of policies and procedures:

Articles and |etters to the editor from club members will be accepted on a
space available basis using the following priorities:

1. Loca information of immediate importance to club members

2. Articlesor letters from members who have not written recently

3. Articlesor lettersrelating to state issues.

4. Articlesor lettersrelating to national issues.

Dueto limited space, articles and letters should be written as concisely as
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once submitted, may be

edited. Lettersto the editor should contain statements of proposed action
by the membership.

Submission Deadline:
Third Saturday of the month for the next issue
Email submissionsto Feedback @Sar asotaDems.com

Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush 202-456-1111
Opinion Phone No. 202-456-1414
Email: president@whitehouse.gov FAX: 202-456-2461

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida
FAX: 202-228-2183
http://bilinelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015

LOCAL FAX: 941-951-2972
Katherine.harris@mail.house.gov
DC FAX: 202-226-0828

Katherine Harris

United States Representative
116 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
Congress Switchboard 800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day
(800) 648-3516 or (800) 839-5276 or (877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Jeb Bush 850-488-2272
Office of the Governor

The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

jeb.bush@myflorida.com

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

Senate District 21

Mike Bennett, State Senator
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90
Bradenton, FL 34210

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352
bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

941-727-6447
reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com

House District 69

Donna Clarke, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

941-955-8077
clarke.donna@myfloridahouse.com

House District 70

Nancy C. Detert, State Rep.
200 Capri Isles Blvd., Suite 2F
Venice, FL 34292

941-480-3057
detert.nancy@myfloridahouse.com

House District 71

Jerry Paul, State Rep.

4456 Tamiami Trail, Suite B-14
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

941-764-1100
paul.jerry@myfloridahouse.com

House District 55

Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.
1402 Capitol

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

850-488-0925
Local 727-552-1370
peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com

Democratic Party of Sarasota County

HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 941-330-8404
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533 FAX 941-330-9400
www.sarasotadems.org headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Happy Holidays! | am very hopeful that this New Year will
be a wonderful year for Democrats.

FDP Convention

Having just returned from the Florida Demaocratic
Convention, | feel optimistic that our Florida Democratic
Party will provide strong leadership to turn Florida blue.
The convention was well organized with many wonderful
speakers; especially notable were Governor Thomas
Vilsack of lowa and Governor Mark Warner of Virginia, both
of whom are considered possible presidential candidates.
There was a great deal of talent showcased including our
two Democratic gubernatorial candidates — Jim Davis and
Rod Smith.

Issues Discussion Meetings

Our monthly issues discussion meetings have been
rescheduled for 2006 to the third Thursday of each month
eginning in January. Please join us on Thursday, January

, 1:30-3 pm at Fruitville Library‘'s meeting room. We will
be showmg a tape of Rod Smith’s luncheon speech so if
you miss the January luncheon, you can still watch his
speech.

t

County Initiatives for Sensible Growth

There are two citizen initiatives being circulated to amend
the Sarasota County Charter to promote sensible growth by
Citizens for Sensible Growth in Sarasota County. About
13,000 valid signatures are needed to place the initiatives
on the Nov. 2006 ballot.

According to the Citizens for Sensible Growth website at
www.sarasotacitizens.org, sensible growth is:

Growth that minimizes traffic congestion, sprawl, and
taxes for new infrastructure.

Quality growth that a consensus of both county
commissioners and citizens believe is reasonable.

Sustainable growth that provides high-wage jobs and
affordable housing over the long term.

The solution being proposed is two initiatives that require
greater oversight of major land use decisions by county
commissioners and by voters.

What these initiatives would do

- Require county government to seek voter approval
before expanding the county® urban area and
committing your tax dollars to subsidize sprawl.

Hold county government to a higher standard of care
for major land-use decisions by requiring a super
majority county commission vote for plan approvals
that increase sprawl, traffic congestion, and taxes.

Why sign the voter approval required petition?
Because it lets voters help determine where, when,
and if our county will be urbanized.

Because it will let voters decide if they want to use tax
dollars to subsidize infrastructure needed for new
development in proposed urban areas.

Why sign the super majority petition?
Because it lets voters determine if they want a higher
standard applied to county government decisions that
affect traffic congestion and sprawl.

Because it helps forge community consensus on major
land-use decisions by requiring 4 out of 5 of our county
commissioners to vote yes (instead of the current 3 out
of 5 votes) to approve an increase in density or
intensity.

We will have the petitions at our luncheons so you can sign
them.

See you at our luncheon on Saturday, January 14™.

Pat Liebert, President
patliebert@verizon.net
379-0317

Club member and amateur photographer
Muriel Shindler is collecting used cameras
in working condition to send to award-
winning photographer Leroy DeJolie. Mr.
DeJolie is teaching photography to Navaho
youngsters to give them a new way of
appreciating their heritage and avoiding
alcohol and drug abuse.

Contact Muriel at 922-1122 or
murgerl@comcast.net for more
information.
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Obviously you have some interest if you are reading this
article. Maybe you are reading the Focus for the first time.
You may be asking, “Why should | become a member?”

The most obvious answers are questions. Are you a
Democrat? Are you proud to be a Democrat? Don’t you
want to support Democratic issues and Democratic
candidates?

In addition to these obvious reasons, there are some
underlying benefits.

First, in a county, state, and country currently dominated by
Republicans, isn't it nice to be able to attend functions
where there are people of like minds?

Second, the Democratic Club holds luncheons on the 2™
Saturday of the month. Currently they are held at the
Meadows Country Club. In addition to the meal, you sit at a
table of 6-10 others whose political views are likely to be
similar to yours. You are free to discuss your opinions and
know that you will not be chastised. The Club solicits great
speakers from many organizations and they are always
informative. When an election approaches, the Club invites
all the Democratic candidates for various offices to speak at
the luncheons and to present their platform. This gives

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.

| am aDemocrat but am registered in a state
other than Florida, and | would like to become
aFriend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $20 for dues for one year.

Date Signed

Name

Address
City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Sendto: Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee
PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

#

members an opportunity to hear and see the candidates
and ask them questions about the issues. The Club
provides a list of upcoming events and lots of information
about what is going on.

Third, each month all members receive this newsletter
which is also loaded with current information and
information about Democratic events.

And finally, if we are ever to take back our country, we need
to be working together. The Club provides a forum for
Democrats to meet and share concerns and a base of
operations from which to work for a better future.

Become a member. Enjoy all the wonderful benefits of doing
so.

For information, contact Mary or Gerry Preston at 941-341-
9713 or gpreston24@comcast.net.

New Club Members and Friends

Gloria Handley, Gail Kempner, Eli and Harriet
Lane, J. R. Lentini and Marcella Levin

A Successful Democratic Club
Needs Your Help

Remember:
We are an all-volunteer organization

Monthly Opportunities
The Membership Committee needs your help with
any of the following:

Assisting at the Membership Table for the
monthly luncheons

Addressing and mailing renewal reminder letters

Making afew phone calls reminding members to
renew their memberships

Attending occasiona meetings

Can you drive a neighboring member to the
Luncheon Meetings?

Will you phone alist of members each month to
remind them of the upcoming luncheon meeting?

If you're willing to help,
please contact Jim Raudabaugh.
Phone 923-9766 or
E-mail raudabaughl@comcast.net.
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After more than a year holding our luncheon meeting price
at $17, the Democratic Club is faced with a price increase
from The Meadows and the need to increase the charge to
attend our luncheon meetings.

Many attendees have been surprised to learn that the $17
luncheon charge was exactly what the club was paying The
Meadows. With no extra dollar or two tacked on, income
from luncheon attendees did not cover the club® luncheon
costs for items like name tags and the speaker® meal.
When actual luncheon costs fluctuated in early 2005 as we
moved among various luncheon venues, your Board of
Directors decided to impose some stability by freezing the
cost to attendees. With our "permanent” move to The
Meadows, the Board decided to maintain the freeze until
faced with an increase from The Meadows. That time is
now.

New luncheon meeting price for members

Starting with the luncheon meeting on Jan. 14, 2006, the
cost of attending the luncheon meeting will be $20 for
Democratic Club members who reserve on time. The cost
for those reserving after the deadline and those attending
without a reservation will be $25.

() vl

Higher charge for non-members

When you look over the list of luncheon speakers the club
has heard from, you understand why we®e had a full
house almost every month. What is hard to understand is
why many people attend regularly, but don® become
members.

As the political season heats up and more Demaocrats want
to see and speak to the candidates, your Board voted to
give club members an advantage by charging non-
members a higher price to attend the luncheon meeting.
Starting with the luncheon meeting on Jan. 14, 2006, the
cost will be $25 for non-members.

With annual dues at $20, it pays to join the club if you
expect to attend 5 or more luncheons. Membership is open
to anyone registered as a Democrat in the state of Florida.
Those registered as Democrats in other states may join the
club as "Friends" and take advantage of the member rate
for luncheons.

Watch the video for free

Each month a videotape of the luncheon speaker is played
at the Issues Meeting held at the Fruitville Library. A
discussion follows. This meeting is free and open to the
public.

$ %

(Continued from page 1)
Other responses during the Q&A included:

Voting rights for former felons? After they®e done their
time, they should be welcomed back into society and
encouraged to assume the rights and responsibilities of
voting.

Controlling growth? We should plan ahead and work
regionally; the state should shoulder the burdens of
transportation and education but not interfere with local
control.

Foreign outsourcing of jobs? Invest in education and
skills; when you@e last in education, you@e not giving
kids a chance to succeed.

Promote solar energy and ethanol? Focus on efficient
use of energy, conservation and renewable forms of
energy.

Reach out to state employees alienated by Florida
politicians? Treat with respect all who are working for
the people of Florida.

Overcome cronyism in Florida government? Solution
lies in openness mandated by Sunshine Laws.

Keith Fitzgerald, Candidate for State House District 69, with
Congressman Jim Davis at the December luncheon meeting.

Paper trail for electronic voting? Important that voters
have confidence in the process; would appoint
Secretary of State who believes voting is sacrosanct.
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The 2005 State Conference in Orlando in December
showcased Democratic talent from the national, state and
local levels. Thirty-three members of the Democratic Club
of Sarasota serving as delegates were enlightened,
amused and fired up by party stars, like Howard Dean,
John Edwards, Barney Frank, Bob Graham, John Lewis,
Bill Nelson and Barack Obama, and rising stars, like
Governors Tom Vilsack of lowa and Mark Warner of
Virginia and Manatee DEC Chair C.J. Czaia.

Democratic candidates for statewide office who addressed
the convention included:

Congressman Jim Davis running for Governor [www.
JimDavis2006.com] — the club’s speaker last month,

State Senator Rod Smith running for Governor [www.
RodSmith2006.com] — the club’s speaker this month,

Former NationsBank president Alex Sink running for
Chief Financial Officer [www.AlexSinkforCFO.com] —
the club’s speaker in February,

State Senator Skip Campbell running for Attorney
General,

Attorney Eric Copeland running for Commissioner of
Agriculture and Consumer Services
[www.copeland2006.com].

( % % -
Highlights of the speeches included:

Rep. Barney Frank conceding the title of "funniest
person on Capitol Hill* when Tom Delay started
proclaiming his innocence

Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz® admonition that a
Democratic win will take a Message, Mobilization and
Money.

State Senator Ron Klein® reminder that "those who do
not believe in government are incapable of running
government."

Besides speeches, caucuses, campaign training sessions,
hosted receptions and hospitality suites, the conference
provided thousands of opportunities to meet other Florida
Democrats. Just ask your fellow club members who were
there: Charles Allen, Neil Bass, Henry and Virginia Bright,
Bill and Chris Carroll, Joan Donnelly, Rita Dubrow, Barbara
and Brian Ford-Coates, Connie Goldstein, Wendy Grassi,
Christine Jennings, Jackie and Lowell Jones, Jim Lawless,
Pat Liebert, Connie McManus, Harold and Jeanne Miller,
Kindra Muntz, Gene Penner, Cheri Potts, Tashery Roo,
Patricia  Rounds, Pam Schuneman, Ken Shelin, Elsie
Souza, Arleane Stier, Nancy Taylor, Debbie Trice, Lynn
Williams and Verna Williams.

Plan to attend next time when you can meet the
Presidential hopefuls.

a 2 $ 1

More than 80 Hispanics met at New
College on Nov. 17 to participate in a
forum hosted by the Democratic Club
of Sarasota and New College
Democrats. The speakers included
(pictured): John Ovink, a Tampa
immigration attorney; Luz Corcuera,
Program Director, Healthy Start
Coalition of Manatee County and
President of Latino Community
Network; Father Celestino Gutierrez,

please
Liebert.

If you would like more
information about how to
get involved in this effort,
contact

Pat

Director of Hispanic Ministry for St.
Martha’'s Catholic Church; and (not
shown) Keith Fitzgerald, candidate for
State House District 69; and CJ
Czaia, Chair of the Manatee DEC.

We are planning additional meetings
to encourage passage of the Dream
Act including participating in a
prayerful march on January 13" at 7
pm at St. Martha’s church and to
continue to encourage Hispanics to
participate more in the Democratic
Party.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request listing of an event you are sponsoring, email Barbara Johnson [babsjohnson@comcast.net].

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

14 Jan. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Our speaker is State Senator Rod Smith, Democratic
candidate for Governor. Luncheon is at The Meadows
Country Club, 3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota. Social
hour is at 11:30; lunch is served at noon. Reserve by
Jan. 11 by voice mail at 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com. The cost is $20 for
members and $25 for non-members.

19 Jan. (Thurs.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues
Discussion Meeting
Meets at the Fruitville Library meeting room 1:30-3:00
pm to discuss current political and social events.
Discussion will relate to Rod Smith’s speech. Visit www.
SarasotaDems.com or phone 379-9233 for info.

11 Feb. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Our speaker is Alex Sink, Democratic candidate for
Chief Financial Officer for Florida. Luncheon is at The
Meadows Country Club, 3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota.
Social hour is at 11:30; lunch is served at noon.
Reserve by Feb. 8 by voice mail at 379-9233 or email:
reserve@sarasotadems.com. The cost is $20 for
members and $25 for non-members.

OTHER EVENTS

10 Jan. (Tues.): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
The Suncoast Stonewall Democrats, an affiliated
chapter of the National Stonewall Democrats and the
Florida GLBT Democratic Caucus, is open to any
Democrat in the Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte, DeSoto
or Hardee County area. Meets from 7 to 9 pm at Pearce
Hall — Church of the Trinity MCC, 7225 North Lockwood
Ridge Road, Sarasota. Phone 320-8643.

11 Jan. (Wed.): Sarasota County Democratic Party
(DECSC)
Meets at 7:30 pm at Waldemere Fire Station, 2nd Floor
Conference Room, 2070 Waldemere St. between East
Ave. and US 41. You do not need to be a member of
the D.E.C. to attend. For info, phone 330-8404.

16 Jan. (Mon.): Common Cause
Meets at 2:00 pm at Selby Library. Call Mitch Zavon at
378-7015 for info.

16 Jan. (Mon.): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats
Meets at Selby Library conference room at 1331 1st St.,
Sarasota. For info, email jay.lockaby@gmail.com

16 Jan. (Mon.): North Port Democratic Club
Meets at the North Port Library at 7pm. Contact Phil
Rains, 493-6291 or pmrdem1230@yahoo.com.

17 Jan. (Tues.): Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup
For info visit http://democrat.meetup.com or phone
Henry Raines at 792-2073.

17 Jan. (Tues.): Longboat Key Democratic Club
Meets at Harborside Dining Room; 11:30 reception;
12:00 lunch. Contact John Clay, 383-4983.

24 Jan. (Tues.): Manatee County Democratic Party
(DEC)
Meets at Bradenton Main Library, 13th and Barcarrota
Blvd. W. at 6:30 pm. For info, phone 744-0277 or visit
www.manateedemocrats.com.

28 Jan. (Sat.): Venice Democratic Club fundraising
luncheon and raffle
Lunch at Naar Hall, 620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice. Cost
is $15.00. To purchase a ticket, contact Maxine Barritt
at 485-3508 or maxiboss@aol.com. For further info, call
966-5784.

11 Feb. (Sat.): DECSC Annual Kennedy-King Dinner
This is the major fund raising dinner for the DECSC
being held at the Hyatt Sarasota, 1000 Blvd of the Arts.
For more info, visit www.SarasotaDems.org or phone
330-8494.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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FOCUS needs reporters to write 200—300 word
- articles summarizing the key points made by
- our luncheon speakers. You must attend the
luncheon you are reporting on and submit your
: article within 6 days.

Professional
required.

journalism experience not

For more information, contact Debbie Trice at
924-2113 or Feedback@SarasotaDems.com.
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January Luncheon Meeting

featuring
Call: 379-9233 .
Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com State Senator ROd Sm|th

(Only email reservations will receive return
confirmation)

- Vegetable-stuffed chicken breast with red pepper Saturday, ‘]anuary 14

cream sauce, mashed potatoes, zucchini 11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
- Grilled vegetable salad: yellow squash, zucchini, ’ i ' .
tomato and onion on bed of greens with fruit (Check-in opens at 11:00)

garnish & muffin. .
Dessert: lemon cake with sugar glaze M embers. $20

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon Non-Members $25
(Please make out check in advanceto DCYS)

Democratic Candidate for Governor of Florida

Wednesday evening, Jan. 11

for reserving or canceling without charge The Meadows Country Club
3101 Longmeadow

Reservations made after the deadline will be

charged $25, if accepted. Travel Directions:

North on Longmeadow from 17th St, between Beneva and Honore
Walk-ins will be charged $25, if they can be

accommodated.




