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FOCUSON FLORIDA’S FINANCES

Our February 11 luncheon welcomes Ms. Alex Sink,
Democratic Candidate for what is arguably the second
most important elective position in Florida—Chief
Financial Officer. Created in 2002, the position combines
the offices of insurance commissioner and comptroller
into a single elective office.

Sink is exceptionally qualified for the position. Her
extensive career in finance spans over 25 years and
includes early life as a teacher in West Africa, to the
beginning of her banking career at age 25, and ultimately
to retirement as Florida's highest ranking female bank
President. After 19 years in banking, during which she
demonstrated a record of credibility, integrity, and fair
dealing, she worked her way up to become President of
NationsBank for Florida, which later became Bank of
America. Managing more than $40 billion in assets and
supervising more than 9,000 employees in 800
branches, Alex Sink offers a refreshing choice for Florida
voters.

Lt # LS

Speaking at the Florida Democratic Convention in
December, Sink indicated she would be a powerful
advocate for Florida residents: “I am going to protect
consumers, | am angry about the financial and ethical
lapses at Citizens Property Insurance Company. As your
CFO, I'm going to work hard to ensure that consumers
have a healthy, strong and competitive insurance
market.”

Sink received high praise from luncheon attendees two
years ago when she spoke to our club on “Three Myths
of Being a Democrat—and How Dispelling Them Will
Lead Us To Victory.” Please join us on Saturday,
February 11 at the Meadows Country Club to hear “rising
Democratic star,” Ms. Alex Sink.

The meeting will be held at the Meadows Country Club,
3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota. Check-in begins at 11:00;
lunch is served at 12 noon.

LUNCHEON DETAILS: SEE BACK PAGE
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State Senator Rod Smith warmed up
his audience of 180 Iluncheon
attendees with folksy humor before
launching into his arguments why he
should be the Democratic nominee
for Florida's governor.

included:

a bad idea.

Focusing on Jeb Bush's failures in the
areas of education, Medicaid funding
and affordable housing, Smith
suggested that lack of money isn't the
obstacle; it's Republicans' lack of
commitment to meeting the needs of
Florida's people. With majorities in
the state legislature and State House,
Smith said, Republicans can't blame
Florida's failures on us. We need to
tell that to voters.

Smith's responses during the Q&A

School vouchers? Fundamentally

Faith-based prisons? State
funding of faith-based institutions
is the problem and probably
unconstitutional.

Workers' rights? The recent
Maryland legislation requiring
employers to provide health
insurance probably isn't the right
answer to the real problem of
states, in effect, subsidizing
companies whose employees
must use public health services.

(Continued on page 4)
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Newsletter Mission Statement

The mission of the newsletter of the Democratic Club of Sarasota
(FOCUYS) isto promote the growth of the Democratic Party in
Sarasota County, to inform Club members about Club events and
other local events of interest to Democrats, and to address local,
state and national issues of interest to Party members.
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The executive committee of the Democratic Club of Sarasota
meets on the Monday evening after each luncheon meeting.
Contact President Pat Liebert if you wish to attend.
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Federal Government Contact Information

President George W. Bush
Opinion Phone No.

Email: president@whitehouse.gov

Mel Martinez

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Bill Nelson

United Sates Senator

716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Katherine Harris
United States Representative

116 Cannon House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515

Congress Switchboard

202-456-1111
202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461

202-224-3041
FAX: 202-228-5171
http://martinez.senate.gov

(888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida

FAX: 202-228-2183

http://bilinelson.senate.gov/contact

202-225-5015
LOCAL FAX: 941-951-2972

Katherine.harris@mail.house.gov

DC FAX: 202-226-0828

800-962-3524

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day

(800) 648-3516  or

(800) 839-5276 or

(877) 762-8762

State Government Contact Information

Governor Jeb Bush

Office of the Governor

The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Senate District 23

Lisa Carlton, State Senator
2127 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, FL 34229-9695

Senate District 21
Mike Bennett, State Senator

3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90

Bradenton, FL 34210

House District 67

Ron Reagan, State Rep.

7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1
Sarasota. FL 34243

House District 69

Donna Clarke, State Rep.
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

House District 70

Nancy C. Detert, State Rep.
200 Capri Isles Blvd., Suite 2F
Venice, FL 34292

House District 71

Jerry Paul, State Rep.

4456 Tamiami Trail, Suite B-14
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

House District 55

Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.
1402 Capitol

402 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

850-488-2272

jeb.bush@myflorida.com

941-486-2032
FAX: 941-486-2050
carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov

941-727-6349
FAX: 941-727-6352

bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov

941-727-6447

reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com

941-955-8077

clarke.donna@myfloridahouse.com

941-480-3057

detert.nancy@myfloridahouse.com

941-764-1100
paul.jerry@myfloridahouse.com

850-488-0925
Local 727-552-1370

peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com

Democratic Party of Sarasota County

HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533

www.sarasotadems.org

941-330-8404
FAX 941-330-9400

headquarters@sarasotadems.org
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Our Democratic Club of Sarasota holds its elections in
February of each year. This year we elect our officers and
some of the Board members. | hope you will take this
opportunity to exercise your vote by attending our February
11" luncheon meeting.

At the February luncheon, you will also have an opportunity
to meet and hear one of Florida’s current and future
political leaders, Alex Sink, candidate for Florida’s Chief
Financial Officer. Alex Sink is a dynamic speaker and a
major player in creating a winning statewide slate and
energizing our Florida Democratic Party. She is unopposed
in her race for the Democratic nomination; the opposing
candidate has withdrawn. Please join me in welcoming her
back to our Club on February 11".

2006 is truly a critical year for Democrats so | want to
encourage all of you to get involved in some way.

We have many good local Democratic candidates who
need help on their campaigns. See our website
(www.SarasotaDems.com) for a list of candidates who
have filed.

We have precinct work that needs volunteers to get out
and knock on doors. Phone the Demaocratic
Headquarters at 330-8404 to volunteer for precinct
work or office work.

Our Club committees need your volunteer help. Each
month we highlight some special needs in our
newsletter. Contact our volunteer coordinator, Jim
Raudabaugh, raudabaughl@comcast.net or phone
923-9766, to get more information on our Club
committees and their needs.

Lastly, | encourage you to join in our Strategic Planning
efforts that were initiated last year. Contact me or one
of our other Board members.

The three major strategic objectives are:

Increase Democratic voting among targeted groups,
e.g., newly registered, minority voters, young voters

Establish a candidate development program for
elective offices

Make the Democratic position on issues widely
known in the local community. This objective has
been merged with the Truth Squad/lssue Group
committee efforts.

| hope to see you at our February luncheon!

Pat Liebert, President
patliebert@verizon.net
379-0317
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Elections for Club Officers and Board will be held at the
luncheon meeting on Sat., Feb. 11. In accordance with the
Bylaws, the Nominating Committee has proposed a
candidate for each open position.

Important! Club members are urged to attend and vote.

Elections require a quorum of 20% of the voting
membership to be present. Even if you can not attend the
luncheon, we encourage you to stop by our Club's
Membership Table at The Meadows between 11 am and
12 noon, sign in and vote. Our bylaws prohibit absentee
ballots and proxies, but you can still help us meet the
guorum requirement.

Nominations from the floor will be in order at the meeting.
Anyone nominated from the floor must be present and
agree to serve if elected.

Nominating Committee: Richard Happy (Chair), Herman
Bell, Carol Buchanan, Jane Greenfield and Wade
Matthews.

The slate of nominees proposed by the Nominating

[} 1
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Committee consists of:

President: Pat Liebert
Retired from the University of lllinois as a system
analyst. Came to Sarasota in 1999. Served as Club
Treasurer for 2 years and President for the last 3
years. Also serves on the Sarasota County Democratic
Party Executive Committee and is active in her church,
Public Housing Task Force, Better Government
Association of Sarasota County, and the Sarasota/
Manatee Farmworker Supporters.

Vice President: M. Herman “Bo” Bell
Served for 23 years as a commissioned officer in the
U.S. Army, including 16 years in Special Forces (Green
Beret) as a team commander. After a career in
insurance, established a Nikken Independent Wellness
Consultant Company, Alternative Healthcare Systems.
President of the Alpha Phi Alpha Foundation of
Manasota which provides mentoring and scholarships
to minority males in Sarasota County.

(Continued on page 5)
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If you have been following this column the past few months,
you will have noticed the same theme flowing throughout
most of our articles. We, as Co-Chairs of the Membership
Committee, keep pointing out the advantages of becoming a
member of the Sarasota Democratic Club. We have
constantly reminded readers that members receive many
benefits. Members get this newsletter which is packed with
pertinent information. Members also have multiple
opportunities to hear about Democratic events, to see and
hear candidates speak, and to participate in discussions
about issues and various Democratic activities.

Now members can also save money. That should get your
attention. With the cost of our luncheons increasing and the
new price structure of charging different prices for members
and non-members, now more than ever it pays to be a
member. Figure it out! Members pay $20 for the luncheon;
non-members pay $25. If you attend four or more luncheons
each year, you could have paid for the membership with the
difference and then saved additional money for the number
of luncheons over four that you attend. Makes sense,
doesn't it?

Not to mention that you are supporting the largest

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| am registered as a Democrat in Florida.

| am aDemocrat but am registered in a state
other than Florida, and | would like to become
aFriend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota.

Enclosed is a check for $20 for dues for one year.

Date Signed

Name

Address
City/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please contact me about volunteering.

Sendto: Democratic Club of Sarasota
Membership Committee
PO Box 51076

Sarasota, FL 34232-0329

organization of its kind in Florida. The more members we
have, the greater impact we have, and the more attention
we get from state and national Democratic organizations.

For information, contact Mary or Gerry Preston at 941-341-
9713 or gpreston24@comcast.net.

New Club Members and Friends

Maureen Avila, Shirley Brown, William Coleman,
Joanne Corliss, Bobbie Cornell,

Lois and Charles Edwards, Nancy Feehan,

Keith Fitzgerald, Marlene Forster, April Heider,
Paul Jacques, Darleen Kunkle, Phyliss Maisel,
Marvin Morse, Susan O’Neill, Esther Potischman,
Debbie Roginski, Vera Rosen, Leo Seligsohn,
Shirley Vetstein, Ernest Zavodnyik,

Norma Watkins (Friend)

Reinstated Members

August Schmitz, Mary Shumaker

(Continued from page 1)

Teacher shortage? Should be a
bipartisan commitment to
increasing teachers' salaries
statewide without placing the
financial burden on local
governments.

Revenue windfall that might lead

to longer tax-free shopping

period? Nothing wrong with

giving tax breaks—unless you've underfunded essential
programs; first need to meet commitments to young,
sick and old.

Former felons? Florida law restricting voting rights
remains from a time when it was used to keep African-
Americans from voting. That has gone on too long.

Lobbying reform? Florida has implemented more
reforms than most.

Teacher qualification? Of two minds: we need to make
sure we have qualified teachers, but perhaps there
should be different ways to determine competence.

Death penalty? Favors it for “first degree murders that
are heinous, atrocious and cruel." Believes our system
has enough checks and balances. Not sure that
requiring a unanimous jury vote for the death penalty
would be beneficial; it would make trials extremely
expensive. Against executing minors and "mental
defectives.” For DNA testing.
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Treasurer: William Coleman
Has a varied career background including stints as field
director for the American Red Cross, marketing
executive for RCA, corporate manager for Bradlees and
general manager of a 200,000 square foot department
store. Has continued as a consultant for a national
marketing company since retiring in 1998. Served as
finance chair, treasurer and board member of numerous
agencies including the YMCA, the Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe, the Bradenton Opera Guild, and the
Manatee Symphony.

Recording Secretary: Elsie Gilmore
Operates a successful web design and development
business, along with being the newly-appointed IT
Director for a prestigious local real estate developer. Is
a member of Veronica Tart, a network of creative
women promoting independent businesses in Sarasota.
Previously lived in Vermont, where she was Vice-Chair
of her county Democratic Executive Committee. Joined
the Club Board in 2004 and manages the Club's
website.

Corresponding Secretary: Charolett Baker
Has been involved in national and international affairs
for over 20 years. Has served on the Board of the UN
Association—National Capital Area and was awarded its
Certificate of Appreciation for the Advancement of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in 1992.
Currently Director of Solar Light for Africa, a non-profit
organization that provides solar power and light to
public facilities in East Africa.

Three year position: Jane Callahan
Worked for AMP, Inc. in Harrisburg, PA for 12 years in
Production/Inventory Control before moving to Florida in
1988. Positions in Sarasota included, most recently,
Accounts Payable Team Leader at Correctional
Services Corp. and Senior Accounts Payable Clerk at
FCCI Insurance Group. Retired from the corporate
world in 2003 and started paying attention to what was
going on in politics. Decided to get involved in any way
she could for the future of her grandchildren.

Three Year position: Elaine Foster
Employed as an accountant for over 20 years in the
finance and tax departments of various corporations,
including General Dynamics Corporation, Hussmann
Corporation and FCCI Insurance Group. A CPA in the
state of Missouri and a Florida Notary Public. Currently
volunteers at Selby Gardens in the newly renovated
herbarium among other community activities.

Three Year Position: Mary Preston
Spent 20 years as a professional cellist performing in
various groups nationwide. Although she taught music
at all levels, grade school through college, she gained
recognition for her expertise in teaching very young
children. Worked another 20 years as a Human
Resources Vice President for several nationwide
organizations after a return to college and a career
change. Currently retired. Serves as Co-chair of the
club's Membership Committee.

Two Year Position: Gene Penner
Had an extensive career in education where he held
positions as a teacher, counselor and administrator. Co-
directed with his wife a psychotherapy center in New
York State and is a certified clinical psychotherapist in
Transactional Analysis and Gestalt Therapy. A Sarasota
resident for 3 years, a member of the Sarasota
Democratic Party Executive Committee and co-captain
of Sarasota Precinct 37.

One Year Position: Maureen Avila
Owner and lead attorney for Avila Family Law Offices,
specializing in family law, for the past six years. Member
of the Florida Bar and a Florida State Supreme Court
certified family mediator. Member of the Sarasota
County and American Bar Association, Matrimonial
Division and a nominee for the board of the National
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. Involved with the
Focus on Leadership Steering Committee. Served on
the boards of the Gulf Coast Latin Chamber of
Commerce and the United Way. Fluent in Spanish.

One year position: Paula John
Came to Sarasota in 1996, retiring first from Antioch
College as Registrar and then from managing a
research firm. Volunteer work here has ranged from G.
Wiz to the Jewish Community Center to Unifem. Has
been the club's Corresponding Secretary for 3 years.

KUDOS TO BARNEY ROSENSTEIN

Kudos to Barney Rosengtein, lifelong Democrat and
honorary member of the Club, for being chosen by the
Florida Department of Elder Affairs to participate in their
Wisdom of the Ages Project. Barney, avolunteer attorney
a Gulf Coast Legal Services, was photographed and
interviewed about his life and activities as a 97-year-old
for this project.
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Finally Bush has crossed the line.

The President broke the law when he secretly ordered the
National Security Agency (NSA) to bypass the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Agency (FISA) to conduct
warrantless searches of American citizens.

Bush now insists he has the right to invade our privacy. Oh
yes, it has been revealed that he has been doing it for
years—monitoring our telephone conversations.

We no longer have any place to hide. Wiretapping is the
supreme invasion of our privacy. Everything said over the
tapped line is laid bare. In effect, everyone who called can
be tapped at the same time.

The U.S. Supreme Court has reminded us that: “As a
means of espionage writs of assistance and general
warrants are but puny instruments of tyranny when
compared to wiretapping.” The courts have historically held
that an invasion of privacy causes humiliation and
embarrassment.

The NSA is bypassing civil liberties. Its actions prompted
Sen. Patrick Leahy of VT, ranking Democrat on the
Judiciary Committee, to say, “These new revelations can
only multiply and intensify the growing list of questions and

concerns about the warrantless surveillance of Americans.”
Members of the Judiciary Committee have already
indicated that they will conduct hearings on domestic
eavesdropping. Some Republican committee members
support the oversight hearings.

Surely we do not need a “Big Brother” intruding in our lives
and our privacy. Marcia Hoffman of the Electronic Privacy
Information Center said what Bush is doing “presents some
critical concerns.”

The Justice Department, for its part, has launched a
criminal investigation of the press's acquisition and
publication of information about the secret wiretapping
program.

The spying program has angered judges on a special court
that administers the Foreign Intelligence Act. The Act
requires warrants to conduct secret searches and wiretaps,
but Bush has disregarded the law completely.

Let Senator Bill Nelson know that you support the
Congressional hearings on President Bush's unlawful
conduct. (See page 2 for contact information.) Let's start a
movement to impeach Bush for his illegal conduct for
violating his oath of office.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event.

To request listing of an event you are sponsoring, email Barbara Johnson [babsjohnson@comcast.net].

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS

11 Feb. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Our speaker is Alex Sink, Democratic candidate for
Chief Financial Officer for Florida. Luncheon is at
Meadows Country Club, 3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota.
Social hour at 11:30; lunch served at noon. Reserve by
Feb. 8. Email reserve@sarasotadems.com or voice mail
379-9233. Cost is $20 for members; $25 non-members.

16 Feb. (Thurs.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues
Discussion Meeting
Meets at the Fruitville Library meeting room 1:30-3:00
pm to discuss current political and social events.
Discussion will relate to Alex Sink’s speech. For info,
visit www.SarasotaDems.com or phone 379-9233.

11 Mar. (Sat): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon
Speaker is Michael Jacobson, executive director of
Habitat for Humanity in Sarasota County. See Feb. 11
for meeting location and cost.

16 Mar. (Thurs.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues
Discussion Meeting
Meets at the Fruitville Library meeting room 1:30-3:00
pm to discuss current political and social events.
Discussion will relate to Michael Jacobson’s speech.
Info: www.SarasotaDems.com or phone 379-9233

OTHER EVENTS

1 Feb. (Wed.): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats
The Suncoast Stonewall Democrats, an affiliated
chapter of the National Stonewall Democrats and the
Florida GLBT Democratic Caucus, is open to any
Democrat in the Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte, DeSoto
or Hardee County area. Meets 7-9 pm at Fruitville
Library, 100 Coburn Road, Sarasota. Phone 320-8643.

6 Feb. (Mon.): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats
Meets at Selby Library conference room at 1331 1st St.,
Sarasota. For info, email jay.lockaby@gmail.com

8 Feb. (Wed.): Sarasota County Democratic Party
(DECSC)
Meets at 7:30 pm at Waldemere Fire Station, 2nd Floor
Conference Room, 2070 Waldemere St. between East
Ave. and US 41. You do not need to be a member of
the Executive Committee to attend. Info: 330-8404.

11 Feb. (Sat.): Sarasota Democratic Party
Annual Kennedy-King Dinner
The major fund raising dinner for the Sarasota County
Democratic Party will be held at the Hyatt Sarasota,
1000 Blvd of the Arts. Special guest speakers are FDP
Chair Karen Thurman and Skip Campbell, candidate for
Florida Attorney General. For info, phone 330-8404 or
go to www.SarasotaDems.org. Tickets cost $75.

16 Feb. (Thurs.) FORUM 2006 Gwen Ifill
"Why Washington Matters," 7:00 PM Holley Hall. Gwen
Ifill is an accomplished political reporter with experience
in both print and broadcast news. Refer to the Forum
website for details.

Tickets to all FORUM events may be purchased on-line
at www.forum2004america.org, OR with cash or check
at Sarasota News & Books, 1341 Main St., Sarasota,
OR by calling 349-8350. Tickets are not always
available at the door. NOTE: Tickets for Gwen Ifill will
be sold only to members of Forum 2006 until Feb. 8.
when sales will open to the public.

20 Feb. (Mon.): Common Cause
Meets at 2:00 pm at Selby Library. Call Mitch Zavon at
378-7015 for info.

20 Feb. (Mon.): North Port Democratic Club
Meets at the North Port Library at 7pm. Contact Phil
Rains, 493-6291 or pmrdem1230@yahoo.com.

21 Feb. (Tues.): Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup
For information visit http://democrat.meetup.com or
phone Henry Raines at 792-2073.

21 Feb. (Tues.): Longboat Key Democratic Club
Meets at Harborside Dining Room; 11:30 reception;
12:00 lunch. Keith Fitzgerald, Democratic candidate for
State House, District 69, is the speaker. Contact John
Clay, 383-4983.

25 Feb. (Sat.): Venice Democratic Club
Naar Hall, 620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 1:00 pm
(12:30 for socializing). No charge. Refreshments
served. For further information, call 966-5784.

27 Feb. (Mon.): Manatee County Democratic Party (DEC)
Meets at Bradenton Main Library, 13th and Barcarrota
Blvd. W. at 6:30 pm. Visit www.manateedemocrats.com
or phone 744-0277 for info.
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Prices
for 2006

Call:  379-9233

Email: reserve@sarasotadems.com
(Only email reservations will receive return
confirmation)

- Herb-crusted cod w/lemon beurre blanc, roasted
red potatoes & sauteed carrots with dill honey

- Spinach & Swiss cheese quiche, napa coleslaw
& fresh fruit

Dessert: English berry trifle
Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon

Wednesday evening, Feb. 8

Reservations made after the deadline will be
charged $25, if accepted.

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if they can be
accommodated.

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed.

February Luncheon Meeting

featuring
Alex Sink

Democratic Candidate for Florida' s Chief Financial Officer

Saturday, February 11

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program
(check-in opens at 11:00)

Members; $20
Non-Members $25

(Please make out check in advanceto DCYS)

The Meadows Country Club
3101 Longmeadow

Travel Directions:
North on Longmeadow from 17th St, between Beneva and Honore




