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An Informed Member Is Our Best Voter 

We are privileged to have Congressman Jim Davis as 
our featured speaker at the December 3rd Club 
luncheon. Congressman Davis represents the 11th 
Congressional District (comprised of Tampa, portions of 
surrounding Hillsborough County, south St. Petersburg 
and northern Manatee County). He is running for the 
Democratic nomination for Governor of Florida and will 
bring us his vision for the future of Florida.  

(Rod Smith, a second Democratic Gubernatorial 
candidate, will speak to our Club luncheon on Jan. 14.) 

Jim Davis, elected to the House of Representatives in 
1996, serves as a national co-chair of the New Democrat 
Coalition, a group of 75 moderate House Democrats 
promoting bipartisan solutions to our nation’s problems. 
Davis has been a leader in Congress on the issues that 
matter most to Floridians. 

In 2003, Davis was appointed to the powerful House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, where he brings 
Florida’s voice to debates as wide-ranging as the high 
cost of prescription drugs and the preservation of our 
environment. Davis serves on the Subcommittees on 
Telecommunications and the Internet; Energy and Air 

Quality; and Commerce, Trade, and Consumer 
Protection. 

Congressman Davis’ public service career goes back to 
his 1988 election to the Florida House of 
Representatives. As a member of the Appropriations 
Committee in the Florida House, Davis helped write eight 
balanced budgets. He served as Majority Leader during 
his last term in the State House and guided legislation to 
put more money into our children’s classrooms. 

Jim Davis is a native of Tampa and a graduate of Jesuit 
High School. He has a Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
Washington & Lee University and a law degree from the 
University of Florida Law School. He returned to Tampa 
to practice law in 1982, and became a partner in the law 
firm of Bush, Ross, Gardner, Warren and Rudy in 1988. 

Davis is married to Peggy Bessent Davis and they have 
two sons, Peter and William. 

The meeting will be held at the Meadows Country Club, 
3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota. Check-in begins at 11:00; 
lunch is served at 12 noon. 

LUNCHEON DETAILS: SEE BACK PAGE 
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Voter registration numbers in Florida 
are almost evenly divided—41% 
Democrats and 38% Republicans—
with a significant 21% Independent or 
other party. If that©s the case, why are 
election results so lopsided? 

According to Betty Castor, recent 
candidate for U.S. Senate and an 
honorary co-chair of the “Committee 
on Fair Elections,” the answer lies in 
how district boundaries are drawn. In 
Florida, the party in control of the 
state legislature after the U.S. Census 
is completed draws new district 

boundaries to reflect population 
changes. But, instead of boundaries 
that reflect actual communities, these 
legislators set district lines in a way 
that will guarantee re-election. As 
Castor described it, representatives 
are picking voters, rather than voters 
picking their representatives. 

With the deck stacked against 
opposition candidates, many don©t 
bother to run. Consequently, 72.5% of 
Florida legislators were elected with 
no opposition—a situation Castor 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Focus Newsletter is a publication of  
the Democratic Club of Sarasota 

In print since May 1995 

Newsletter  Mission Statement 
The mission of the newsletter of the Democratic Club of Sarasota 
(FOCUS) is to promote the growth of the Democratic Party in 
Sarasota County, to inform Club members about Club events and 
other local events of interest to Democrats, and to address local, 
state and national issues of interest to Party members. 

President 
Pat Liebert * 379-0317                                          patliebert@verizon.net 

FOCUS Staff 
Editor: Debbie Trice * 924-2113                        debbietrice@prodigy.net 
Contributors:                                     Barbara Johnson, Walter Perlmutter 
Photographers:                   Jerry Osterweil, Gerry Preston, Dennis Silver 
Circulation:                                                          Dick & Diane Stammer 
Web Mistress: Elsie Gilmore                            elsiegilmore@yahoo.com 

Officers 
Vice President – Dick Happy * 316-6499               happyr@comcast.net 
Treasurer – Debbie Trice * 924-2113              DebbieTrice@prodigy.net 
Corr. Secy. – Paula John * 927-3955                  johnpaulag@verizon.net 
Rec. Secy.– Elsie Gilmore                                elsiegilmore@yahoo.com 

Board Members 
Charolett Baker * 371-3221                        charolett.baker2@verizon.net 
Herman Bell * 358-1341                               bobellrd@tampabay.rr.com 
Jane Greenfield * 355-7145                            jwgreenfield@comcast.net 
Jerry Osterweil * 379-4329                                      joster8@comcast.net 
James Raudabaugh * 923-9766                      raudabaugh1@comcast.net 
Rick Sandler * 412-0906                                               rick@insgrp.com 
Richard Stammer * 371-2004                               rstammer@comcast.net 
 
The executive committee of the Democratic Club of Sarasota 
meets on the Monday evening after each luncheon meeting. 
Contact President Pat Liebert if you wish to attend. 

Choices, Choices… 
What do we include in the newsletter? 
Democrats have a lot to say – and the Board encourages club members to 
say it with articles or letters to the editor for our newsletter! 
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing with this dilemma, the 
Board adopted the following list of policies and procedures: 

Articles and letters to the editor from club members will be accepted on a 
space available basis using the following priorities: 

1. Local information of immediate importance to club members 

2. Articles or letters from members who have not written recently 

3. Articles or letters relating to state issues. 

4. Articles or letters relating to national issues. 

Due to limited space, articles and letters should be written as concisely as 
possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once submitted, may be 
edited. Letters to the editor should contain statements of proposed action 
by the membership. 

Submission Deadline: 
Third Saturday of the month for  the next issue 
Email submissions to Feedback@SarasotaDems.com 

Federal Government Contact Information 
President George W. Bush                                             202-456-1111 
Opinion Phone No.                                                         202-456-1414 
Email: president@whitehouse.gov                         FAX: 202-456-2461 

Mel Martinez                                                                   202-224-3041 
United States Senator                                            FAX: 202-228-5171 
317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.                       http://martinez.senate.gov 
Washington, DC 20510 

Bill Nelson                                                                       202-224-5274 
United Sates Senator                                             FAX: 202-228-2183 
716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.          http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact 
Washington, DC 20510 

Katherine Harris                                                              202-225-5015 
United States Representative                   LOCAL FAX: 941-951-2972 
116 Cannon House Office Bldg.        Katherine.harris@mail.house.gov 
Washington, DC 20515                                    DC FAX: 202-226-0828 

Congress Switchboard                                                    800-962-3524 

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day 
(800) 648-3516    or    (800) 839-5276    or    (877) 762-8762 

State Government Contact Information 

Governor Jeb Bush                                                         850-488-2272 
Office of the Governor                                                                   FAX:    
The Capitol                                                    jeb.bush@myflorida.com 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001 

Senate District 23 
Lisa Carlton, State Senator                                             941-486-2032 
2127 S. Tamiami Trail                                            FAX: 941-486-2050 
Osprey, FL 34229-9695                         carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov 

Senate District 21 
Mike Bennett,  State Senator                                          941-727-6349 
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90                         FAX:  941-727-6352 
Bradenton, FL 34210                     bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov 

House District 67 
Ron Reagan, State Rep.                                                 941-727-6447 
7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1          reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com 
Sarasota. FL 34243 

House District 69 
Donna Clarke, State Rep.                                               941-955-8077 
1660 Ringling Blvd.                       clarke.donna@myfloridahouse.com 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

House District 70 
Nancy C. Detert, State Rep.                                            941-480-3057 
200 Capri Isles Blvd., Suite 2F       detert.nancy@myfloridahouse.com 
Venice, FL 34292 

House District 71 
Jerry Paul, State Rep.                                                     941-764-1100 
4456 Tamiami Trail, Suite B-14           paul.jerry@myfloridahouse.com 
Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

House District 55 
Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.                                       850-488-0925 
1402 Capitol                                                        Local  727-552-1370 
402 S. Monroe Street                 peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1300 

Democratic Party of Sarasota County 
HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota                                  941-330-8404 
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533                       FAX 941-330-9400 
www.sarasotadems.org                   headquarters@sarasotadems.org 
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Club Elections 

Our Democratic Club of Sarasota holds its elections in 
February of each year. This year we elect our officers and 
some of the Board members. If you are interested in 
serving on the Board, you should contact Dick Happy, chair 
of the nominating committee, or see one of the other 
nominating committee members: Herman Bell, Carol 
Buchanan, Jane Greenfield, or Wade Matthews. I want to 
thank all of these members for agreeing to serve on this 
committee. 

Thank you 

Each year I like to take the opportunity to thank all the 
people who work hard all year long to make the Democratic 
Club of Sarasota so vital and successful. As the Club has 
grown in both size and diversity of activities, it takes a lot of 
volunteer hours to meet all the objectives and deadlines. 

First, I want to thank our Club officers and Board members 
listing a few of their major responsibilities: 

· Dick Happy, Vice President. Chair of the Nominating 
Committee. It is also Dick who month after month lines 
up our luncheon speakers making sure that all 
arrangements have been made. Dick also has served 
as editor of Focus for part of this last year. 

· Debbie Trice, Treasurer. Debbie continues to keep our 
financial records in excellent shape including our 
budgeting process. Earlier this year, Debbie took over 
the responsibility of being Editor of Focus including 
doing the layout. Debbie has also been involved in the 
Strategic Planning Committee and preparation and 
presentation of our club bylaws revisions. 

· Paula John, Corresponding Secretary. In addition to 
preparing and filing our Club correspondence, Paula 
has taken the reservations for most of our luncheons 
and our dinner. She arranges the lunch menus and 
works closely with the banquet facility manager. She 
also maintains our email list and sends out our Club 
emails. Paula is also the person who oversees our 
phone coordination tree for our luncheons and dinner—

about 30 volunteers. 

· Elsie Gilmore, Recording Secretary. While recording 
secretary may not be a chore in some organizations, 
our Club Board meetings often last more than two 
hours and it is Elsie’s responsibility to record our 
discussions (sometimes rambling and often lengthy). 
Elsie also is responsible for designing and maintaining 
our website. 

Our Board Members are: 

· Charolett Baker—strategic planning committee 

· Herman “Bo” Bell—strategic planning committee, 
outreach 

· Jane Greenfield—membership chair for most of the 
year, nomination committee 

· Jerry Osterweil—issues chair, photographer for 
Focus 

· Jim Raudabaugh—volunteer coordinator 

· Rick Sandler—strategic planning committee 

· Dick Stammer—Dick and his wife Diane do the 
newsletter mailing and Dick also video tapes our 
luncheon speakers 

Our many volunteer committees: 

Public Relations: Carolyn Montgomery, Chair, prepares 
and distributes press releases and meets with the press. 
Members of this committee are: Gloria Collins and Lucia 
Garcia, Spanish translators; Frances Doyle, updates the 
media list; Linda Bogard, Herman Bell, Ed Solomon, and 
Rick Sandler, distributed press releases. 

Luncheon Arrangements: Jane Callahan and Elaine 
Foster are responsible for  luncheon phone and email 
reservations and check-in. Diane Happy, Phyllis Stevens, 
Evelyn Osterweil, and Nancy Sciore handle luncheon 
check-in. Kate Brady prepares and distributes the luncheon 
event program. Bill Tavolga prepares our name tags. 

Phone Tree, an essential group in reminding our members 
of upcoming luncheon events: Ed Baker, Gary Barnes, Jo 
Alyce Bennett, June Brady, Mary Lou Cannici, Lorraine 
Carulli, Rita Dubrow, Nancy Duffy, Muriel Hendricks, 
Dorothy Hirsch, Dick Johnson, Kathy Lewis, Gladys 
Lippincott, Bob and Phyllis Meredith, Jon Michel, Frank and 
Maggie Minore, Marguerite Opolos, Olga Peters, Boris 
Pundick, Nancy Richardson, Jean Russell, Noel Sams, 
Ruth Sheridan, Muriel Sindler, Linda Shute, Marilou 
Swenson, Lucille Wallace, Evelyn Weiskotten, and Jan 
West. 

Focus Newsletter: Barbara Johnson is the editor of our 
events section for our newsletter and distributes Club 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Pat Liebert with Betty Castor at the November luncheon meeting 
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Looking For A Holiday Gift 

Do you hate to shop in stores where you have to fight the 
crowds and wait in long check out lines? Do you have a 
friend or relative for whom it is hard to purchase a gift? Why 
not treat that person to one or more of our monthly 
luncheons? Or, share the joys and benefits of being a 
member of the Democratic Club of Sarasota by purchasing 
a membership for a year for them. Or, both!!  

What better gifts than providing the means to show a friend 
or relative that there is a better future for our country. Plus, 
it’s easy and you do not have to wait in line. 

A New Year's Resolution for Members 

As current members, let us share a New Year’s resolution—
one that is easy to keep. Let us pledge to be better, more 
active members for the year 2006. You can do this in 
several ways. Here are just a few examples: 

· Renew your membership on time. The membership 
committee sends out ample notice.  

· Be bold—get out there and recruit new members.  

· As we get closer to the 2006 election, contact your 

Precinct Captain and offer your services.  

There are several simple ways in which you can help. Serve 
on one of the many committees of the Democratic Club. 
Write letters to the Editor or your representatives in 
Congress when you disagree with a stand they have taken.  

Working together, we can make 2006 the year of the 
Democratic comeback. 

For information about becoming a member, renewing your 
membership, or purchasing a gift membership, contact Mary 
or Gerry Preston at 941-341-9713 or email 
gpreston24@comcast.net. 

� � � � � 
 � 
 �! �" �� #� �

New Club Members and Friends 

Jules & Elaine Altenberg, Mary G. D©Ambrosia, 
Ed Green, Mildred M. Headdy, Linda Holland, 
Pat Klugherz, Mace & Clare Levin,  
Jay Lockaby, Mary Margaret McAdoo,  
Dennis Neeld, Gayle & Jim Owens,  
Rochelle Ramey, Susan Taylor 

A Successful Democratic Club 
Needs Your Help 

Remember: 
We are an all-volunteer organization 

Monthly Opportunities 

The Membership Committee needs your help with 
any of the following: 

¨ Assisting at the Membership Table for the 
monthly luncheons 

¨ Addressing and mailing renewal reminder letters 
¨ Making a few phone calls reminding members to 

renew their memberships 
¨ Attending occasional meetings 

Can you drive a neighboring member to the 
Luncheon Meetings? 

Will you phone a list of members each month to 
remind them of the upcoming luncheon meeting? 

If you’re willing to help, 
please contact Jim Raudabaugh. 

Phone 923-9766 or 
E-mail raudabaugh1@comcast.net. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

� I am registered as a Democrat in Florida. 

� I am a Democrat but am registered in a state 
other than Florida, and I would like to become 
a Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota. 

Enclosed is a check for $20 for dues for one year. 

_______        ____________________________  

Date                Signed 

Name  _________________________________  

Address  ________________________________  

City/Zip  _______________________________  

Phone  _________________________________  

E-mail  _________________________________  

� Please contact me about volunteering. 

Send to:     Democratic Club of Sarasota 
                  Membership Committee 
                  PO Box 51076 
                  Sarasota, FL 34232-0329 
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(Continued from page 3) 

events to websites and newsletters of other clubs and 
DEC’s. Dennis Silver, Jerry Osterweil, Gerry Preston, and 
Phil Gaines are photographers for Focus. Dee Widder and 
Diane Happy proofread Focus. Walter Perlmutter reported 
on the luncheon speeches for several issues. In early 2005, 
Dee and Dave Widder facilitated the mailing of Focus. 

Membership Committee: Mary and Gerry Preston became 
co-chairs of the membership committee a few months ago. 
They also serve on the strategic planning committee. Other 
members of the membership committee are Diane Stammer 
and Phyllis Stevens. 

Strategic Planning Action Teams are just beginning their 
work. The recent Kick-off was a big success thanks to our 
keynote speaker, Keith Fitzgerald, and our team leaders: 
Charolett Baker, Cathy Kitto, and Elsie Souza. 

Truth Squad/Issue Group committee: Coordinators 
include Jane Bubinak, Tracy Miller, and Frances Doyle. 
Members: June Brady, June Brasgalla, Norma Dayton, 
Mary Dooley, Bruce Goetz, Mort Goodman, Sam and Ina 
Gross, Emmalou Kirchmeir, Robert Kitterer, Cathy Kitto, 
Sally Lord, Lois Prentice, Gerry and Mary Preston, Dennis 
Silver, Kenneth and Reva Sipser, Ann Sullivan, Rosemary 
Tantalo, and Gladys Weidorn. 

Thanks also to the many clever and creative individuals who 
contributed slogans to our bumper sticker contest; 
especially to Cass Worsley whose winning “Take Our 
Country Back” is not only emblazoned on our bumper 
stickers, but served as the theme for our fall dinner and our 
action team kickoff. 

� � � � � � � � 	 
  

                           Pat Liebert, President 
                           patliebert@verizon.net 
                           379-0317 
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Memorize this message: “We©re putting the needs of 
Floridians first and making a better deal for working 
families.” 

Watch out Karl Rove. The Florida Democratic Party has its 
own star political strategist—Luis Navarro—and, under his 
guidance, we will turn Florida “blue.” 

According to Navarro, the new Executive Director of the 
Florida Democratic Party and keynote speaker at our annual 
fall dinner on Nov. 6, we got beaten in 2004 because the 
other side out-organized us. To win, we must start earlier 
and be committed longer than ever before. We also have to 
recognize that, with absentee and early voting, elections 
start earlier and so must we. 

It©s not going to be enough to have TV and radio and direct 
mail, Navarro warned his audience of close to 200 
Democrats. Each of us needs to talk to everyone we come 
in contact with—our social networks. 

“Elections are not about winning an argument,” said 
Navarro. “We have to talk about issues in the way they 
actually impact people©s lives.” That©s one place the party©s 
message comes in. We must communicate how we©re 
putting the needs of Floridians first and making a better deal 
for working families. 

The crowd was ready for Navarro and his message, thanks 
to singer Eric Watters and pianist Jim Cox. Watters© 
performance which cleverly poked fun at the Bush 
Administration ended with the FDR-era standard, “Happy 
Days Are Here Again,” that had his audience on their feet. 

Everyone is now looking forward to next year©s dinner and 
victory parties to follow. 
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Elections for Club Board directors and officers will be held at 
the February luncheon. The nominating committee, 
consisting of Herman Bell, Carol Buchanan, Jane 
Greenfield, Wade Mathews and Dick Happy, chair, will 
make its recommendations to club members at the January 
luncheon. Elections will take place at the February 
luncheon. Nominations from the floor are accepted at that 
time. 

We will elect members to the following positions: 
· President 
· Vice President 
· Corresponding Secretary 
· Recording Secretary 
· Treasurer 
· Directors (4) 

If you have suggestions for the committee please send them 
to Dick Happy at happyr@comcast.net or call him at 316-
6499 as soon as possible. 

Charles McKenzie, CJ Czaia, Pat Liebert, Luis Navarro and 
Henry Bright at the club’s fall dinner. 
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The U.S. is currently facing terrible problems—and they are 
largely self-inflicted, thanks to a combination of 
incompetence and the Republicans© flawed vision of how the 
world should work. So said Keith Fitzgerald, New College 
Associate Professor of Political Science and keynote 
speaker at the Oct. 25 kickoff meeting of the club©s strategic 
plan Action Teams. 

After Barry Goldwater failed to win the Presidency, the GOP 
realized it lacked a cohesive vision to energize and mobilize 
voters. So the party empowered people at the grassroots to 
carry out a disciplined, long term strategy which brought 
them unprecedented power. 

“We can©t afford to wait for a white knight from Washington” 
to lead us to victory, said Fitzgerald. We need to do what 
the GOP has been doing since 1964—get to work at the 
grass roots. We can start on a small scale, showing people 
what the Democratic Party is. We can show that Democrats 
are getting the job done. 

Your club©s initial steps in getting the job done was the 
formation of three Action Teams, each pursuing a project 
toward one of the clubs strategic objectives. Read their 
plans below and contact the leader of the Action Team you 
want to join. 

Strategic Objective:  
Increase Democratic voting among targeted groups,  
e.g., newly-registered voters, minority voters, young 
voters 

Action Project: Establish a presence at Manatee Community 
College; learn what students’ concerns are, show them 
how their votes matter to their own lives. 

Team Leader: Elsie Souza, 927-4992, 
elsiesouza@comcast.net 

Strategic Objective:  
Establish a candidate development program for 
elective offices in Sarasota city and county government 
mentoring those individuals who exhibit sound 
democratic principles and integrity combined with 
leadership capabilities. 

Action Project: Research all countywide boards and 
councils to ascertain current seat vacancies, as well as 
criteria for serving, length of terms, process of 
application. Following completion of research, seek out 
candidates for filling current vacancies by: publicizing in 
DEC & Democratic Club newsletters, consult with 
countywide precinct captains and others. 

Team Leader: Charolett Baker, 371-3221, charolett.
baker2@verizon.net 

Strategic Objective: 
Make the Democratic position on issues widely 
known in the local community 

Action Project: This team has folded into the Truth Squad. 

Team Leader: Cathy Kitto, 927-5059, c.kitto@comcast.net 

%�
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CHOICES: The Meadows Country Club is experiencing 
higher costs, just like the rest of us. They tell us that their 
prices for meat and fish have doubled this year. So, in order 
to keep our luncheon costs down, we have agreed to a 
choice of two entrees only. 

PRE-SET DESSERTS: To expedite service and keep our 
room quiet for the speaker, we are having desserts placed 
on the table before the meal, and tables served as soon as 
they are filled. 

LIMIT ON SAVING SEATS: Have you arrived at the 
luncheon at 11:30 and discovered that more than half the 
seats have been saved? To make seat allocation more fair, 
we are asking that no one save more than one seat in 
addition to their own. 

(Continued from page 1) 

likened to the old Soviet Union. 

Democrats are just as much to blame as Republicans, said 
Castor. That©s why both Democrats and Republicans are 
backing a voter initiative drive to give the responsibility for 
redistricting to a nonpartisan commission. On the other side 
are leaders in the state legislature, like House Speaker 
Allan Bense who has allocated taxpayer money to stop it. 

The Democratic Club of Sarasota has been collecting 
signatures for this 3-part petition at luncheons and other 
meetings. If you would like to help collect signatures, 
contact Pat Liebert at 379-0317. 

' � � � � � � 
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Elsie Souza and her Action Team plan strategy 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event 
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event. 

To request listing of an event you are sponsoring, email Barbara Johnson [babsjohnson@comcast.net]. 

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS 
3 Dec. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon 

Our speaker is Congressman Jim Davis, Democratic 
candidate for Governor. Refer to back page for details. 

21 Dec. (Wed.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues 
Discussion Meeting 
Meets at the Fruitville Library meeting room 1:30–3:00 
pm to discuss current political and social events. 
Discussion will relate to Jim Davis’ speech. Go online at 
www.SarasotaDems.com or phone 379-9233 for info. 

14 Jan. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon 
Our speaker is State Senator Rod Smith, Democratic 
candidate for Governor. Luncheon is at Meadows 
Country Club, 3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota. Social 
hour is at 11:30; lunch is served at noon. Reserve by 
Wed., Jan. 11, 2006 by voice mail at 379-9233 or email: 
reserve@sarasotadems.com. The cost is $17. 

11 Feb. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon 
Our speaker is Alex Sink, Democratic candidate for 
Chief Financial Officer for Florida. Reserve by Wed., 
Feb. 8, 2006. 

OTHER EVENTS 
29 Nov. (Tues.): FORUM 2005—Barbara Ehrenreich 

Bait and Switch: The (Futile) Pursuit of the American 
Dream. Barbara Ehrenreich©s acclaimed Nickel and 
Dimed explored the lives of low-wage workers. Now, in 
Bait and Switch, she enters the shadowy world of the 
white-collar unemployed. 
 
Tickets to all FORUM events may be purchased on-line 
with a credit card at www.forum2004america.org, OR 
with cash or checks at Sarasota News & Books, 1341 
Main St, Sarasota, FL 34236, OR by calling 349-8350, 
OR by mailing a check to FORUM 2005, 7350 South 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231. Tickets are not 
always available at the door. 

1 Dec. (Thurs.): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats 
Wine & Cheese Social 
To be held at the Gator Club, 1490 Main St., Sarasota, 
5:30–8:30 pm. Free admission. RSVP 685-2474. 

6 Dec. (Tues.): FORUM 2005—Gene Sperling 
The Pro-Growth Progressive: A Strategy for Shared 
Prosperity in a Changing Economy. President Clinton©s 
National Economic Advisor takes on the major 
economic issues of the day and presents policy 

solutions that are pro-growth while supporting 
progressive values of upward mobility, fair starts, and 
economic dignity. See Nov. 29 for ticket information. 

9-11 Dec. (Fri.-Sun): Florida Democratic Party 
Convention 
The program is not finalized but expected speakers 
include Senator Bill Nelson, Jim Davis, and Rod Smith 
plus other statewide Democratic candidates, and 
hopefully Howard Dean. The convention will be held at 
Disney’s Contemporary Resort in Lake Buena Vista. 

13 Dec. (Tues.): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats 
The Suncoast Stonewall Democrats, an affiliated 
chapter of the National Stonewall Democrats and the 
Florida GLBT Democratic Caucus, is open to any 
Democrat in the Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte, DeSoto 
or Hardee County area.  Meets between 7 and 9pm at 
Pearce Hall – Church of the Trinity MCC, 7225 North 
Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota. Phone 320-8643. 

14 Dec. (Wed.): Sarasota County Democratic Party 
(DECSC) 
Meets at 7:30 pm at Waldemere Fire Station, 2nd Floor 
Conference Room, 2070 Waldemere St. between East 
Ave. & US 41. You do not need to be a member of the 
D.E.C. to attend. For information, phone 330-8404. 

19 Dec. (Mon.): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats 
Meets at Selby Library conference room at 1331 1st St., 
Sarasota. For info, email jay.lockaby@gmail.com 

19 Dec. (Mon.): North Port Democratic Club 
Meets the 3rd Monday of every month at the North Port 
Library at 7 pm. Contact Phil Rains, 493-6291 or 
pmrdem1230@yahoo.com.  

19 Dec. (Mon): Common Cause 
Meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm at 
Selby Library. Call Mitch Zavon at 378-7015 for info.  

20 Dec. (Tues.): Longboat Key Democratic Club 
Meets at Harborside Dining Room; 11:30 reception; 
12:00 lunch. Contact John Clay, 383-4983.  

20 Dec. (Tues.): Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup 
For information visit http://democrat.meetup.com or 
phone Henry Raines at 792-2073. 

27 Dec. (Tues.): Manatee County Democratic Party 
Meets at Bradenton Main Library, 13th and Barcarrota 
Blvd. W. at 6:30 pm. For info, visit www.
manateedemocrats.com or phone 744-0277. 
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Call:      379-9233 
Email:   reserve@sarasotadems.com 

(Only email reservations will receive 
return confirmation) 
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· Grouper with citrus beurre blanc, roasted 

parmesan potatoes; glazed carrots 

· Vegetable stir-fry over lo mein noodles w/ 
Teryaki Hoisin sauce 

Dessert: Chocolate mousse 

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon 
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Wednesday evening, Nov. 30 

for reserving or canceling without charge 
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Reservations made after the deadline will be 

charged $20, if accepted. 

Walk-ins will be charged $20, if they can be 
accommodated. 

December Luncheon Meeting 
featuring 

Congressman Jim Davis 
Democratic Candidate for Governor of Florida 

Saturday, December 3 
11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program 

(check-in opens at 11:00) 

$17 
(Please make out check in advance to DCS) 

The Meadows Country Club 
3101 Longmeadow 

Travel Directions:  
North on Longmeadow from 17th St, between Beneva and Honore 

� � � � �
� � � 	 
 � � � �


 � � � ��

 � 	 ��� �


