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An Informed Member Is Our Best Voter 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON PROGRAM: 
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February 
Luncheon at 

Michael’s 
on East  

The war in Iraq may have won 
Democrats the majority in Congress 
in the 2006 election, but James 
McCartney, our January speaker, 
suggested that, going forward, the 
war poses a significant dilemma for 
Democrats. By invading Iraq, he said, 
George W. Bush made one of the 
most dangerous areas in the world 
even more dangerous. 

McCartney, who covered politics and 
national security for over 30 years, 
offered four propositions about the 
war and thoughts on a solution to the 

dilemma. 

1. Protecting our access to Persian 
Gulf oil—by force, if necessary—
has been American policy for 
over 30 years. The Iraq Wars 
started by both Presidents Bush 
are manifestations of this “Carter 
Doctrine.” 

2. A m e r i c a ' s  o v e r w h e l m i n g 
influence in the world, militarily 
and economically, indicates that 
there is an American Empire. 
There seems to be a Bush 

(Continued on page 6) 
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We are pleased to announce that the program of our 
luncheon meeting on Saturday, February 10 will feature all 
the Democrats currently running for the Sarasota City 
Commission. This nonpartisan election will be held on 
Tuesday, March 13th. 

Unlike the city election two years ago for At Large 
representatives, this election is for District representation. 
Each voter will be given the opportunity to vote for the 
candidate running from his or her District. It is expected 
that all the Democratic candidates will be in contested 
races for their district seats. 

At the luncheon, all the candidates will be given a couple 
of minutes to tell you about their campaigns and then 
respond to questions from the audience. 

This Sarasota City election is very important to all of us—
even those who do not live in the city. Planning and 
development decisions made by the Sarasota City 
Commission affect all who live in the northern half of the 
county. Equally important to Democrats is maintaining the 
Democratic majority we have had on the commission for 
the last two years. 

This candidate forum will be an opportunity to ask the 
incumbents about their positions and to meet some other 
Democrats who may become our future leaders. Come 
meet these Democrats and decide how you want to help 
them in their campaigns. 

Note that FOCUS went to print before the official filing 
deadline for candidates of Jan. 26. The three Democrats 
who completed the filing process before the FOCUS 
deadline—Fredd Atkins, Kelly Kirschner, and Mary Anne 
Servian—have accepted our invitation to participate in the 
program. Andrea Daniels and April Sheffield are also 
expected to complete the filing process and participate in 
the program. If other Democrats file, they will also be 
invited to participate. 

Plan to attend and participate in a conversation with our 
Democratic candidates for Sarasota City Commission. 

Democratic Club of Sarasota elections will also be held at 
the February luncheon meeting. See page 5. 

LUNCHEON DETAILS: See back page 



Page 2                                                      www.SarasotaDems.com                                                           FOCUS 

Federal Government Contact Information 
President George W. Bush                                                  202-456-1111 
Opinion Phone No.                                                              202-456-1414 
Email: president@whitehouse.gov                              FAX: 202-456-2461 

Mel Martinez                                                                        202-224-3041 
United States Senator                                                 FAX: 202-228-5171 
317 Hart Senate Office Bldg.                            http://martinez.senate.gov 
Washington, DC 20510 

Bill Nelson                                              (888)671-4091 Toll free in Florida 
United Sates Senator                                                  FAX: 202-228-2183 
716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.               http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact 
Washington, DC 20510 

Vern Buchanan (contested)                                                 202-225-5015 
United States Representative                                LOCAL: 941-951-6643 
1516 Longworth House Office Bldg.     http://buchanan.house.gov/contact 
Washington, DC 20515                                         DC FAX: 202-226-0828 

Congress Switchboard                                                         800-962-3524 

U.S. Capitol Switchboard — 24 hours a day 
(800) 648-3516    or    (800) 839-5276    or    (877) 762-8762 

State Government Contact Information 

Governor Charlie Crist                                                         850-488-7146 
Office of the Governor                                                  FAX 850-487-0801 
The Capitol                                                   Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001 

Senate District 23 
Lisa Carlton, State Senator                                                  941-486-2032 
2127 S. Tamiami Trail                                                 FAX: 941-486-2050 
Osprey, FL 34229-9695                              carlton.lisa.web@flsenate.gov 

Senate District 21 
Mike Bennett, State Senator                                                941-727-6349 
3653 Cortez Road West, Suite 90                              FAX:  941-727-6352 
Bradenton, FL 34210                          bennett.michael.web@flsenate.gov 

House District 67 
Ron Reagan, State Rep.                                                      941-727-6447 
7011 15th Street East, Ste B-1               reagan.ron@myfloridahouse.com 
Sarasota. FL 34243 

House District 69 
Keith Fitzgerald, State Rep.                                                 941-955-8077 
1660 Ringling Blvd.                                                                                     
Sarasota, FL 34236 

House District 70 
Doug Holder, State Rep.                                                      941-918-4028 
8486 South Tamiami Trail 
Sarasota, FL 34238-2953  

House District 71 
Michael Grant, State Rep.                                                    941-613-0914 
18500 Murdock Circle                        grant.michael@myfloridahouse.com 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

House District 55 
Frank Peterman Jr., State Rep.                                            850-488-0925 
1402 Capitol                                                             Local  941-708-8570 
402 S. Monroe Street                      peterman.frank@myfloridahouse.com 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 

Democratic Party of Sarasota County 
HQ: 2245 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota                                       941-330-8404 
PO Box 5833; Sarasota 34277-8533                            FAX 941-330-9400 
www.sarasotadems.org                        headquarters@sarasotadems.org 

Choices, Choices… 
What do we include in the newsletter? 
Democrats have a lot to say – and the Board encourages club members 
to say it with articles or letters to the editor for our newsletter! 
Unfortunately, there is limited space. Dealing with this dilemma, the 
Board adopted the following list of policies and procedures: 

Articles and letters to the editor from club members will be accepted on 
a space available basis using the following priorities: 

1. Local information of immediate importance to club members 

2. Articles or letters from members who have not written recently 

3. Articles or letters relating to state issues. 

4. Articles or letters relating to national issues. 

Due to limited space, articles and letters should be written as concisely 
as possible (between 100 and 150 words) and once submitted, may be 
edited. Letters to the editor should contain statements of proposed 
action by the membership. 

Focus Newsletter is a publication of  
the Democratic Club of Sarasota 

In print since May 1995 

Newsletter  Mission Statement 
The mission of the newsletter of the Democratic Club of Sarasota 
(FOCUS) is to promote the growth of the Democratic Party in 
Sarasota County, to inform Club members about Club events and 
other local events of interest to Democrats, and to address local, 
state and national issues of interest to Party members. 

President 
Pat Liebert * 379-0317                                          patliebert@verizon.net 

FOCUS Staff 
Editor: Debbie Trice * 924-2113                feedback@sarasotadems.com 
Contributors:                                                        Tom Cook, Dick Happy 
Editorial Staff:                                                 Diane Happy, Dee Widder 
Photographers:                   Jerry Osterweil, Gerry Preston, Dennis Silver 
Circulation:                                                                         Dick Stammer 
Web Mistress: Elsie Gilmore                            elsiegilmore@yahoo.com 

Officers 
Vice President – Herman Bell * 358-1341    bobellrd@tampabay.rr.com 
Treasurer – Paula John * 927-3955                    johnpaulag@verizon.net 
Corr. Secy. – Charolett Baker * 371-3221  charolett.baker2@verizon.net 
Rec. Secy.– Elsie Gilmore                                elsiegilmore@yahoo.com 

Board Members 
Maureen Avila * 951-1231                          mavila@avilafamilylaw.com 
Jane Callahan * 923-7310                                        jkcallahan@msn.com 
Elaine Foster * 922-8498                                          rfoster010@aol.com 
Gene Penner * 925-8928                                    lokipenner@comcast.net 
Mary Preston * 341-9713                                  gpreston24@comcast.net 
Jerry Osterweil * 378-8728                                      joster8@comcast.net 
James Raudabaugh * 923-9766                      raudabaugh1@comcast.net 
 
The executive committee of the Democratic Club of Sarasota 
meets on the Monday evening after each luncheon meeting. 
Contact President Pat Liebert if you wish to attend. 

Submission Deadline: 
Third Saturday of the month for  the next issue 
Email submissions to Feedback@SarasotaDems.com 



FOCUS                                                 Democratic Club of Sarasota                                                         Page 3 

� � � � �� � � �	� 
� � 
� � � 

With our Club elections scheduled for Feb. 10, 2007, we 
will soon be welcoming new Board members to our 
leadership positions. 

Thus I want to take the opportunity to thank all the people 
who have worked hard throughout the last year to make the 
Democratic Club of Sarasota so vital and successful. As 
the Club has grown in both size (over 600 members) and 
diversity of activities, it takes a lot of volunteer hours to 
meet our objectives and deadlines. 

First, I want to thank our Club Officers 
· Bo Bell, Vice President and Chair of the Nominating 

Committee. Bo also is our Club outreach committee 
chair. 

· Paula John, Treasurer. Paula keeps our financial 
records in excellent shape including our budgeting 
process. Paula has arranged the lunch menus and 
worked closely with the banquet facility managers. 
Paula is also the person who oversees our phone 
coordination tree for our luncheons and dinner—about 
30 volunteers. 

· Charolett Baker, Corresponding Secretary. In addition 
to preparing and filing our Club correspondence, she 
also maintains our email list and sends out our Club 
emails. 

· Elsie Gilmore, Recording Secretary. While recording 
secretary may not be a chore in some organizations, 
our Club Board meetings often last two hours and it is 
Elsie’s responsibility to record our discussions 
(sometimes rambling and often lengthy). Elsie also is 
responsible for designing and maintaining our Club 
website: www.SarasotaDems.com. 

Thanks to our Club Board Members 
· Maureen Avila: outreach committee 

· Jane Callahan: co-chair of the luncheon phone and 
email reservations committee 

· Elaine Foster: co-chair of the luncheon phone and 
email reservations committee 

· Jerry Osterweil: issues chair, photographer for Focus 

· Gene Penner: chairs the Club press releases with the 
skills of Barbara Tag 

· Mary Preston: co-chair of membership committee with 
her husband Gerry Preston 

· Jim Raudabaugh: volunteer coordinator 

And Thanks to our many Volunteers 

LUNCHEON ARRANGEMENTS 
Dick Happy has coordinated our luncheon speakers for the 
last three years, including writing the program 
announcements for FOCUS. Jane Callahan, Elaine Foster, 
Diane Happy, Phyllis Stevens, Evelyn Osterweil, and 
Nancy Sciore handled luncheon check-in. Kate Brady 
prepared and distributed the luncheon event program. Bill 
Tavolga prepared our name tags. Dick Stammer also video 
tapes our luncheon speakers so we can show the film at 
our issue group meetings. 

FOCUS NEWSLETTER 
Debbie Trice is the Editor of FOCUS including doing the 
layout and writing many of the articles. Dick and Diane 
Stammer maintain the mailing labels. Barbara Johnson was 
the editor of the newsletter’s Calendar section, and 
distributes Club events to websites and newsletters of other 
clubs and DEC’s. Phil Gaines, Jerry Osterweil, Gerry 
Preston, and Dennis Silver are FOCUS photographers and 
Dee Widder and Diane Happy are our proofreaders. 
Richard F. Kessler reported on the July program. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
April Heider sends out reminder post cards to members 
whose memberships are about to expire and substitutes at 
the luncheon membership table when the Prestons are 
unable to attend. 

PHONE TREE 
This essential group reminds our members of upcoming 
luncheon and other events: Ed Baker, Gary Barnes, Jo 
Alyce Bennett, Mary Lou Cannici, Lorraine Carulli, Mary 
D’Ambrosio, Dolly Deebs, Rita Dubrow, Nancy Duffy, 
Muriel Hendricks, Dorothy Hirsch, Dick Johnson, Mary 
Johnson, Kathy Lewis, Barbara Lichtman, Gladys 
Lippincott, Mame Lowe, Bob and Phyllis Meredith, Frank 
and Maggie Minore, Marguerite Opolos, Olga Peters, Boris 
Pundick, Nancy Richardson, Jean Russell, Noel Sams, 
Ruth Sheridan, Muriel Shindler, Linda Shute, Marilou 
Swenson, Lucille Wallace, Evelyn Weiskotten, and Jean 
Wieloch. 

Thank you to all of our talented and hard working 
volunteers! 

See you at our luncheon on February 10th at Michael’s on 
East. Please come and vote in the club elections, even if 
you can’t stay for lunch. 

Pat Liebert, President 
patliebert@verizon.net 
379-0317 
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Have you noticed that in practically every store and 
restaurant window in the area, there is a help wanted sign? 
It seems we do not have enough people willing to work in 
the retail and food service business.  

The same is true for the Club. There is much work to be 
done and too few people willing to help. We have over 600 
members and only three volunteers to work on the 
membership committee. There are always chores to be 
done to keep our records up to date.  

· Our members are constantly changing addresses, 
phone numbers and emails.  

· We send out reminder notices when your membership 
renewal time is due.  

· For your convenience, we are available at all luncheons 
in order to make it easy for you to renew or to assist a 
friend to join.  

· When new members join or you renew your 
membership, we send out acknowledgments either by 
mail or email so that you will know that we have 
received your check and information.  

· We send all updated information to the printer to ensure 
that you get your FOCUS.  

All of this and much more takes place behind the scenes 
and involves a lot of time and effort from a very small 
number of volunteers. 

We are seeking an individual to send out 5–10 letters each 
month to members whose membership is just about to 
expire. We are also seeking an individual willing to contact 
people whose membership has already expired to invite 
them back to the club.  

Won’t you start the New Year off right by offering your 
assistance for one of these easy tasks? We would like to be 
able to take down our help wanted sign. 

A big thank you as always goes to April Heider for her 
excellent work and assistance. 

For membership information, contact Mary or Gerry Preston 
at 341-9713 or gpreston24@comcast.net. 

New Club Members and Friends 

Robert Fitzgerald, Demetra McBride, 
William and Hannah Rigler, Natalie Seligman, 
David Shapiro, Charles Stephens, Jr. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

� I am registered as a Democrat in Florida. 

� I am a Democrat but am registered in a state 
other than Florida, and I would like to become a 
Friend of the Democratic Club of Sarasota. 

Enclosed is a check for $ _________ for a term of 
(circle) 1 yr $20; 3 yrs $52; 5 yrs $80; 10 yrs $150 

_______        ____________________________  
Date                Signed 

Name  _________________________________  

Address  ________________________________  

City/Zip  _______________________________  

Phone  _________________________________  

E-mail  _________________________________  

� Please contact me about volunteering. 

Send to:     Democratic Club of Sarasota 
                  Membership Committee 
                  PO Box 51076 
                  Sarasota, FL 34232-0329 

� � � � � � � 	 � �� � � ! � �"� � � �#� � �� �� � � � �
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Elections for Club Officers and Board will be held at the 
luncheon meeting on Sat., Feb. 10. In accordance with the 
Bylaws, the Nominating Committee has proposed a 
candidate for each open position. 

Important! Club members are urged to attend and vote. 

Elections require a quorum of 20% of the voting 
membership to be present. Even if you can not attend the 
luncheon, we encourage you to stop by our Club's 
Membership Table at Michael's on East between 11 am and 
12 noon, sign in and vote. Our bylaws prohibit absentee 
ballots and proxies, but you can still help us meet the 
quorum requirement.  

Nominations from the floor will be in order at the meeting. 
Anyone nominated from the floor must be present and 
agree to serve if elected.  

The Nominating Committee, of Chair Herman (Bo) Bell, 
Cheri Potts, Gerry Preston, Jim Raudabaugh, and Maureen 
Avila, has proposed the following persons: 

Nancy Feehan for Recording Secretary (remaining term 
of one year) 

Before "retiring" to Florida in 1993, Nancy Feehan 
served as Assistant Attorney General in Maine and 
practiced primarily Criminal Defense in New York.  

In Sarasota, she has assisted in several volunteer 
endeavors, political campaigns, and served on the 
county's Commission on the Status of Women. She 
currently chairs a committee for SCOPE's annual report 
card and is a member of the Sarasota County Civic 
League. Additionally, she works as a Guardian ad Litem, 
representing abused and neglected children in the 12th 

Judicial Circuit and serves on the Board of its financial 
arm, The Children’s Guardian Fund.  

She lives in Osprey with her two teenagers, Brian and 
Cassie. 

Maureen Avila for Three-Year Board Position 

Now ending a one-year term on the Club’s Board, 
Maureen Avila has been the owner and lead attorney for 
Avila Family Law Offices, specializing in family law, for 
the past seven years. She is a member of the Florida 
Bar and a Florida State Supreme Court certified family 
mediator. Maureen is also a member of the Sarasota 
County Bar Association and American Bar Association, 
Matrimonial Division and a member of the board of the 
National Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

She is involved with the Focus on Leadership Steering 
Committee, and has served on the boards of the Gulf 
Coast Latin Chamber of Commerce and United Way. 
Maureen is fluent in Spanish. 

Patricia Rounds for Three-Year Board Position 

Patricia Rounds has a varied career background 
including stints as an educator in the Montgomery 
County Public School System in Rockville, Maryland, a 
Law Enforcement Officer with the U.S. Capital Police in 
Washington, DC, and Sales Manager with Merck 
Pharmaceutical Company. 

Pat moved to Florida in the spring of 2005 and joined the 
Sarasota Democratic Party (DECSC). She started to 
work immediately by coordinating the Donor Data Base 
Project/2006 Fundraiser. Pat also became an at-large 
Captain for Precinct 48, coordinated the Kennedy/King 
Dinner 2007, and is Co-Coordinator and Secretary of the 
Sarasota Alliance for Fair Elections (SAFE). 

Two highlights of Pat’s public life: she shook John F. 
Kennedy’s hand at his Presidential Campaign rally, and 
she was a contestant on the Jeopardy Game Show in 
1986. 

David Shapiro for Three-Year Board Position 

After graduating from Florida State University, College of 
Law, David joined the firm of Rahdert, Anderson and 
Richardson, which represented the St. Petersburg 
Times. Now an attorney in private practice, David is an 
active member of the American Bar Association, 
Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers, Association of Trial 
Lawyers of America, Sarasota Bar Association and the 
Florida Bar.  

David ran a very close race this past November for the 
State House District 70, almost defeating the Republican 
candidate. David Shapiro lives in Sarasota County with 
his wife Robin and three children. 

� �� � �$�� � ��� � � �� � 	 � � � �� � ��� � ��	 � �%� � � � � � � ��� � � 	 � � � �� � � ��� 
 &�"� � � � � � � � � � � ��� �� � � � � � &�

At the January luncheon meeting, Christine Jennings offered 
a brief update on the effort for a revote in the 13th 
Congressional District. (Photo on left) 

As the legal action moves forward, Chris's campaign needs 
financial contributions for both the legal costs and the political 
campaign that will immediately follow a court decision in her 
favor. In addition, she needs campaign volunteers who will be 
ready as soon as that occurs. 

Chris also corrected some misinformation that has appeared in 
the media. 

· On the first day of early voting, after voters alerted her 
campaign office to problems with the ballot and machines, 
her attorney contacted the Supervisor of Elections. This 
occurred daily, throughout the voting period, but Kathy 
Dent took no action. 

· Despite assertions to the contrary, neither Christine 
Jennings nor the Democratic Party were given an 
opportunity to review or approve the ballot layout before 
the election. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Doctrine to maintain the largest 
military to protect the empire. 

3. The f irs t  two proposit ions 
challenge our perceptions of 
American democracy as a role 
model for the world. Clearly we are 

not the peacemakers we believe 
ourselves to be. During his career, 
McCartney reported on 21 U.S. 
military actions. In that time, we've 
deployed over 1 million troops in 
54 countries. Does our massive 
military encourage small nations to 
develop nuclear weapons in self-
defense? Has the lack of 
truthfulness from our national 
leaders destroyed our confidence 
in any information they provide? 
Are we bankrupting ourselves? 

4. The Iraq War fits the definition of a 
quagmire. Staying will lead to an 
unavoidable catastrophe. Leaving 
will lead to a different unavoidable 
catastrophe. Retired General 
William Odum suggested that the 

Iraq invasion may well be the 
greatest strategic mistake in 
American history, although Bush 
has yet to admit it was a mistake 
at all. 

According to McCartney, the dilemma 
the Democrats now face is how to 
resolve the problem of Iraq. Two-thirds 
of the world's proven oil reserves are 
in the Persian Gulf area. The 
industrialized world—not just the 
United States—can not afford to lose 
this oil. Military action is making the 
situation worse, but military withdrawal 
doesn't address the problem either. 
The answer has to be a political 
solution. If we—the people, not 
George W. Bush—don't find one, we'll 
be in Iraq forever.  

� � � ��� � � �	 
��� � � � �� � � � � �� � � �� � �' (� � ) �� � � ��	 � �� � � � � � � ��� �� ��� � � � *�

(Continued from page 7) 
21 Feb. (Tues.): Americans United for Separation of Church and State 

Executive Director Barry Lynn will speak at 7 PM at Temple Sinai on S. 
Lockwood Ridge. His topic: 2007 What Now for the Church-State Wall? 
Event open to the public. Info: 379-6215 

27 Feb. (Tues.): Manatee Democratic Executive Committee 
Meets at Manatee Central Library, 1301 Barcarrota Blvd., W, Bradenton at 
6:30 PM. Info: 761-8385 or email: chair@manateedemocrats.com 

11 March (Sun.): Democratic Party Kennedy-King Dinner 
The annual party fundraiser will be at Michael's on East starting with social 
hour at 6 PM. Tickets cost $85 each. Invitations to be mailed in late January. 
Info: 330-8404 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

WANTED: GIFT BASKETS 

At this year's Kennedy-King 
Dinner on March 11, the 
Democratic Party of Sarasota 
County will raise money with a 
drawing for gift baskets. The 
Party is asking members of the 
area's Democratic Clubs to 
donate baskets with a value of 
at least $50.00 

If you might be interested in 
assembling a basket to donate 
or soliciting a local merchant to 
donate a basket, contact 
Marianne Reilly at 408-9323 
(email siestalady@aol.com) or 
Bryan Worthington at 492-
6015 (email bkw1958@yahoo.
com). 

Some ideas for gift baskets 
with class and imagination: a 
basket of donated gift cards 
from area merchants, floral 
arrangements made of edible 
fruit, wine or coffee baskets. 
The possibilities are endless. 

Remember, all funds raised 
with your donations will help 
elect local Democrats. 

� � � � 	 � � � �+� � � � �� 	 � � 
 �� 
 
�� � � � � � � ��� ��� �, � ��
After committing to our meeting dates and luncheon menus for 2007, Serendipity 
Racquet Club announced that it is shutting down its banquet facility. 

As you can see from the list of planned meeting locations below, we’ll be moving 
around again until we can find a facility that will commit to us on the second 
Saturday both in-season and out. 

February 10 ............ Michael’s on East 
March 17 ................ Bird Key Yacht Club 
April 14 ................... Fred’s at LWR 
May 12 .................... not committed 
June 9 ..................... Sarasota Yacht Club 
July 14 .................... Sarasota Yacht Club 
August 11 ............... Sarasota Yacht Club 

These locations are not guaranteed, so please check each month’s issue of 
FOCUS for the actual location of the luncheon meeting. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

This information is presented as a guide only. While we do the best we can to present dates and times with accuracy, event 
times and venues do change. Please check with the event sponsor to confirm the details surrounding the event. 

To request listing of an event you are sponsoring, email Tom Cook at willard@mac.com.  

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SARASOTA EVENTS 
10 Feb. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon 

The Democratic candidates for Sarasota City 
Commission will participate in panel discussion. The 
luncheon meeting will be at Michael’s on East, 1212 
East Avenue (at Bahia Vista & US 41). Social hour at 
11:30 AM; lunch at noon. Cost is $20 for members and 
$25 for non-members. Reservations must be made by 
Wed. evening, Feb. 7th, by phone 379-9233, or e-mail: 
Reserve@SarasotaDems.com. 

21 Feb. (Wed.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues 
Discussion 
Meets at the Fruitville Library meeting room 1:30–3:00 
PM to discuss current political and social events. Visit 
www.SarasotaDems.com or phone 379-9233 for info. 

17 Mar. (Sat.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Luncheon 
Former Ambassador Don Leidel will speak at the Bird 
Key Yacht Club, 301 Bird Key Drive, Sarasota. Social 
hour at 11:30 AM; lunch at noon. Cost is $20 for 
members and $25 for non-members. Reservations 
must be made by Wed. evening, March 14th, by phone 
379-9233, or e-mail: Reserve@SarasotaDems.com. 

28 Mar. (Wed.): Democratic Club of Sarasota Issues 
Discussion 
Meets at the Fruitville Library meeting room 1:30–3:00 
pm to discuss current political and social events. Visit 
www.SarasotaDems.com or phone 379-9233 for info. 

OTHER EVENTS 
 5 Feb. (Mon.): Sarasota-Manatee Young Democrats 

Meets at Digital Three, 1419 Blvd. of the Arts, Sarasota 
at 6 pm. Info: srqyoungdems.com or  
email jay.lockaby@gmail.com 

 7 Feb. (Wed.): Suncoast Stonewall Democrats 
Meets at 7 PM at the Fruitville Library, 100 Coburn 
Road, Sarasota. Info: 320-8643 or  
www.suncoaststonewalldemocrats.org 

13 Feb. (Tues.): Longboat Key Democratic Club 
Luncheon 
Luncheon at 12:00 with reception at 11:30 at the 
Longboat Key Country Club in the Harborside Dining 
Room. Cost is $23.00. Send check to the Longboat 
Key Demo Club, PO Box 8025, Longboat Key, FL 
34228. 

14 Feb. (Wed.): Sarasota County Democratic Party 
(DECSC) 
Will meet at 7:30 PM at Waldemere Fire Station, 2nd 
Floor, 2070 Waldemere St. between East Ave. and US 
41. You do not need to be a member of the D.E.C. to 
attend. Info: 330-8404 

16 Feb. (Fri.): Forum 2007, Martin and Susan Tolchin 
Martin Tolchin capped a forty-year career at The New 
York Times, where he reported on Congress and 
politics, by becoming founder, publisher and editor-in-
chief of The Hill newspaper, one of Washington's most 
influential publications. Susan J. Tolchin is professor of 
public policy at George Mason University. Together, 
they examine the surge of anger that has swept the 
world in the last decade, its myriad causes, its toll in 
lives and human misery and what can be done to turn 
the tide in their speech titled: A World Ignited: How 
Apostles of Ethnic, Religious, and Racial Hatred Torch 
the Globe. Program is at 7:30 PM at Holley Hall. Forum 
Members: $12, Non-Members: $17, Students: Free 
(Must call to reserve a seat) 

17 Feb. (Sat.): Venice Democratic Club 
Meets at Naar Hall, 620 Shamrock Blvd., Venice at 
12:30 PM for socializing and meeting beginning at 1 
PM. The speaker is Dr. Gary Norris, Superintendent of 
Sarasota County School District. Refreshments served. 
No charge. Info: 408-9323 

19 Feb. (Mon.): North Port Democratic Club 
Meets at 7 PM at the George Mullen Activity Center, 
4956 City Center Blvd., North Port. Info: Phil Rains at 
587-5009 or pmrdem1230@yahoo.com 

19 Feb. (Mon.): Common Cause 
Meets every other month at Selby Library at 2pm. Info: 
Mitch Zavon at 378-7015 

20 Feb. (Tues.): Sarasota-Manatee Democratic Meetup 
Info: http://democrat.meetup.com or Henry Raines at 
792-2073. 

20 Feb. (Tues.): National Organization for Women 
Sarasota-Manatee Chapter of NOW meets at Selby 
Library, upstairs room from 7:00--8:45 to discuss 
political and social issues of interest to feminists. All 
are welcome. Info: 726-6623 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Call:      379-9233 

Email:   reserve@sarasotadems.com 
 
Email reservations (only) will receive confirmation. 
If no reply, please re-send. 

� � 	 
 �� � � �� � � 
� � 	 
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� � 	 
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����
� � �     No Substitutions    � � �  

· Honey Mustard & Fennel Glazed Salmon 
w/ Artichokes, Capers, Kalamata Olives; wild rice 

· Fire Roasted Vegetable & Smoked Mozzarella Ravioli 
w/ Sundried Tomato, Walnuts & Basil 

Both with Asparagus & Roasted Red Pepper 

Dessert: Lemon Bundt Cake 

Menu choice NOT guaranteed past noon 
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Wednesday evening, Feb. 7 

� � � � �� � � 
� � � � �� � � 
� � � � �� � � 
� � � � �� � � 
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Reservations made after the deadline will be charged 

$25, if accepted. 

Walk-ins will be charged $25, if accommodated. 

Late cancellations and no-shows will be billed. 

February Luncheon Meeting 
featuring 

The Democratic Candidates for 
Sarasota City Commission 

Saturday, February 10, 2007 

11:30 Social Hour — 12:00 Lunch and Program 
(check-in opens at 11:00) 

Members: $20 
Non-Members $25 

(Please make out check in advance to DCS and  
show last names of everyone included in the check) 

 

Michael’s On East 
1212 S. East Ave., Sarasota 

US 41 at Bahia Vista St. 

February 
Luncheon at 

Michael’s 
on East  


